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The present condition of the community cannot be

better described than in the words of Goldsmith-
"Ill fares the land, to hastening ills a prey,
When wealth accumulates and men decay."

And surely no country ever presented a more unna-
tural combination of wealth and refinement on the
one hand, with wretchedness and barbarism on the
other, than ours does at the present time. We need
not describe the consequences of such a state of
things if permitted to continue and increase. We
need not say more than we have done of late, of the
necessity of some well-organised and effective system
for ameliorating the condition of the poorer classes.
Unicombined, irregular, and unauthoritative exertions,
whether made by private individuals singly, or by
voluntary associations, praiseworthy as they may be,
are quite inadequate. The evil is universal, so must
be the remedy. To cope with it effectually, we want
a development of that part of our social organisation
which has already, by means of the clergy, provided
in every parish an instructor and comforter for the
poor. Let this already existing, legitimate, and
authoritative system be fully carried out. and we
need not fear the result.
The mere institution of "nightly refuges for the

houseless," with the provision of a small modicum of
food to prevent absolute starvation, does not meet the
exigencies of the case. Useful enough they are, un-
fortunately; and some establishments of the kind must
always form a part of every scheme for the benefit of
the destitute in large towns; but they form a very
small portion of what is required. It is the parochial
visiting system on which our hopes must be placed.

It has been, therefore, with feelings of no little
gratification that we have learned that eniergetic mea-
sures are in the course of adoption to ensure the fair
working of this system in the metropolis. An " As-
sociation for promoting the relief of destitution in the
metropolis, and for improving the condition of the
poor by means of parochial and district visiting," has
been commenced under high auspices. The object of
this association is " not only to administer immediate
relief in cases of extreme destitution, or of pressing
want; but to improve the moral, social, and religious
condition of the poor by means which have been tried
on a limited scale in certain districts, and which have
been successful in proportion to the completeness of
the system which has been put in operation, and the
care with which it has been worked. * * * An
inquiry into the causes of distress and into the best
means of preventing its recurrence by infusing into
those who labor under it sound principles of action,

and forcing them to habits of economy, industry, and
foresight, is obviously necessary to ensuire to the
exertions of benevolence their proper results. Mere
liberality in almsgiving, unaccompanied by an en-
deavour to remove the causes of that destitution
which calls it forth, will not answer the requirements
of Christian charity."
Whoever reflects that the health of the whole com.

munity is closely connected with the health of the
lower orders;-that their health depends on their
physical welfare, their supply of food, their means of
cleanliness, and the proper construction and ventila-
tion of their dwellings ;-and that their means of pro-
curing these elements of health are contingent mainly
on their habits of industry, prudence, and morality,-
will agree that the general condition of the poor is no
foreign or extrinsic subject for the pages of a medical
journal. As we have before said, next to the poor
themselves, the medical fraternity would be most
benefited by an extensive scheme of general charity.
That part of their duties would be diminished which
is the most laborious, the least remunerating, the
most distressing to their feelings, and the most danger.
ous to their health.
Nor will the members of the medical profession be

doing their duty unless they impress upon the higher
orders how deeply they are interested in the welfare
of those beneath them. It is in vain that they shut
themselves up in their palaces " ceiled with cedar,
and painted with vermilion," and avoid all contami.
nation of contact with the wretches whose ill-paid
toil serves to minister to their luxuries. Selfislmess
always meets with its just retribution. The lordly
dwellers in Portman-square or Hyde-park-gardens
may have to lament for their children cut off by
some pestilence wafted from the neglected alleys of
Marylebone.

REV I E W S.
Pulmonary Contsumption successfully Treated with

Naphtha. By JOHN HASTINGS, M.D., &c. London:
Churchill. 8vo. pp. 120.
No medical proposition should be condemned solely

on the grounds of its appearing visionary and im.
probable when first enunciated. Medicine is, in truth,
a science of conjecture, and the therapeutic doctrine
whiqh it inculcates is, at best, but a rational empi.
ricsm. It is .by experimental research rather than
by those fixed laws which guide us in the abstract
sciences, that we can hope to arrive at the truth in a
science so unstable, and especially at the solution of
the numerous problems with which that science
abounds. Vaccination-tthe greatest boon which
medicine has conferred upon humanity-was not dis..
covered by a process of mathematical reasoning; its
discovery was thoroughly and completely an accident.
It i8 our duty, therefore, and it is in strict accordance
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