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REGISTRATION OF DEATHS.
TO THE EDITORS OF THiE rROVINCIAL MEDICAL

JOURNAL.

GENTLEMEN,-The profession we belong to certainly
is a noble, honorable, and Christian profession; but
there are occasions when the conduct of its members
makes one almost ashamed of belonging to it, and of
being obliged to call them brethren. Such is the
abominably idle example which many are at the pre-
sent time setting in the refusal to assign the cause of
death when called upon by the registrar. It is a true
piece of lazy self-indulgence, to gratify which, by the
saving themselves the trouble of writing a few words,
they are willing to obstruct the progress of investiga-
tions which they hlave not mind enough either to
comprehend or to value, because tlley do not see any
necessary connection between statistical inquiries and
£ s. d.
A correspondent of yours in the last week expresses

his conviction that there ought to be a compulsory
law obliging medical men to certify the causes of
death. This remedy is, I apprehend, quite out of the
question. Parliament has no power to command the
services of medical men, and the only authority which
possesses this power over a portion of the profession
is that of the poor-law commissioners, who, if they
chose to exercise it, have only power over their own
servants.

This being the case, I would suggest that a very
simple and efficient remedy for the evil is in the hands
of the Registrar-General. Let him only require every
registrar to state in his report tIle authority from
which he obtained his information. By this mneans it
would at once be seen what reliance might be placed
upon the report, and the error would be avoided, which
now seems inevitable, of adopting a mass of worthless
evidence as a part of the foundation for their statistical
reports. I would suggest that it is not enough that
the registrar should make the general entry under the
head of " authority for information," as the medical
attendant, or as a medical man, but he should state
the name in full of tlhe medical man who supplied the
information. This would enable the Registrar-General
to know upon whom he can rely for information, and
would also enable him to estimate more correctly the
value of the information. This particular would only
be given for the information of the Registrar-General,
and ought, of course, not to be published in his annual
report.

I am aware that, by such a proceeding, the number
of the facts in the annual report would be vastly
diminished; but it surely would be far better to be
able to sift the wheat from the chaff, and to build
upon a foundation of truth, rather tllan to rest upon
the authority of what, in a very large proportion, is
utterly worthless-indeed, worse than worthless, from
being mixed up with fact, and giving the whole a
dubious character.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

June 21, 1843. CHIRURGUS.

PAROCHIAL MEDICAL RELIEF.
TO THE EDITORS OF THE PROVINCIAL MEDICAL

JOURNAL.

GENTLEMEN,-I have been actively engaged in
practice nearly forty years, and have witnessed many
changes, some of which have tended to raise the
character of the medical practitioner, although they
have not enriched him. The introduction of the
new poor law has dealt " a heavy blow and great dis-
couragement" against the medical profession; and it
was truly observed by the late Sir Astley Cooper, in a
conversation with him on the subject, that if the older
members did not stand in the breach, the juniors must
at no very distant period become barber-surgeons
again. But with every disposition to afford that
assistance, it is much to be feared that it will avail
nothing whilst men are to be found voluntarily seek-
ing their own degradation by advertising their services
to attend families at their own houses and supply
them with medicine at four and five shillings a week,
clubs at a rate below the payment of a common
laborer, and midwifery at a lower sum than the com-

missioilers have fixed.* If members of the Royal
College of Surgeons, and Licentiates of the Apothe-
caries' Company, so far forget the duty they owe to
themselves, and to the profession of which they are

unworthy members, by setting so low a value on their
services and skill, they have no right to complain that
the commissioners take them at their own estimate,
nor are they entitled to protection from the profession
or the public. Much as the poor-law commissioners
have done to degrade the medical profession in public
estimatiof1, they never could have succeeded to such
an extent, but for the want of unanimity and cordi-
ality which ought tQ exist amongst the members of a

liberal profession; and the authorities, taking advantage
of the petty jealousies and unhappy divisions which
unfortunately prevail amongst us as a body, have im.
posed terms which, under different circumstances, they
would scarcely have ventured to dictate. To ensure
the respect of the public we must be carefuil that our
own conduct be irreproachable. It is high time that a
broad line of distinction should be drawn between
the respectable class of practitioners and those who
disgrace themselves and assist in dragging others down
to their own level.
The experience of the past affords but slender hope

that such men will abandon a line of conduct alike in.
jurious and unjust to the profession and to the poor,
or that the commissiooners will revoke their stern and
arbitrary edicts, and yield the power they have ob-
tained; nevertheless it is the duty of every humane
man to endeavour to amend the system.
Having given the subject of medical relief for the

poor much consideration, and being well acquainted
with their necessities and habits, I stated to Mr.
Weale, the assistant-commissioner on the formation
of the Bridgwater union, my conviction that the

v It is a well-known fact that the poor, or more properly
speaking thiose who belong to the second class, are often re.
duced to the greatest destitutioni from having pawned every
thing they can part with to satisfy these rapacious meni, who,
like true Shylocks, insist on being paid before hand; and tlhese
poor creatures declare that they have beeii driven to such a
dreadful alternative by having the fear of tho union house
before their eyes.
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