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REGISTRATION OF MEDICAL PRAC-
TITIONERS.

TO THE EDITORS OF THE PROVINCIAL MEDICAL
JOURNAL.

GENTLErIEN,-Your strictures on foreign medical
degrees, in your leader of the 6th instant, induces me
to offer a few remarks, under the hope of pointing
out to the profession a remedy for the evil.

I would suggest that every medical man, legally
qualified to practise his profession, should register his
name and address, qualifications and titles, with the
offices or public appointments he holds, whether as a
teacher, physician, or surgeon, to any hospital, dis-
pensary, or school of medicine, &c., together with the
universities or corporate bodies whence he has ob-
tained them. Thus, for instance, A. B., M.D. (Oxon.,
Camb., T. C. D., Edin., Glas., Paris, Goett., Heidel.,
as the case may be), Lec. or Fell. R. C. of Phys.
L., M.R.C.S. (L., Edin., or Dub.), F.R.S,, L.S.
(&c. &c. &c.), Physician to- Hospital, Lecturer
on Medicine at --- School or Hospital, M. or L. Ap.
Comp. L., &c. &c. &c.

This list should be prepared annually, and if the
Provincial Medical and Surgical Association were to
superintend its publication, and forward to each
member a copy at cost price, whilst non-subscribers
and the public should be charged a higher sum, a
considerable increase in the funds of the association
would be our result, whilst the public would have
an opportunity of ascertaining " who are who."
The College of Surgeons require their members to

register, and to furnish the court with their titles and
qualifications, but for what purpose this is done re-
mains to be shown; at present it is a sealed book to
the profession and to the public.
We have an almanack called Medical published

annually, but its table of contents is so meagre that
it scarcely deserves the appellation it has chosen for
itself. The plan I suggest would supply the place of
an almanack, by the addition of a calendar; and if
all the medical schools of the kingdom were included
in its pages, together with such information as might
be deemed useful, I have no doubt of the profession
and the public generally appreciating the work by a
liberal patronage. The clergy have their list, the law
have theirs, but we are without. The fault is our
own. Let us then register, as I have suggested, and
let the public and the profession put a proper inter-
pretation upon those who refuse to do so. A few
advertisements would call the attention of the pro-
fession to the proposed plan, anid, thanks to Rowland
Hill, a peniny will convey to you the iniformation
required.

If closely printed in double columlis, with abbrevia-
tionls, all the names, which should be alphabetically
arranged, will be included in a comparatively small
volume.

I remain, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

M.R.C.S.L.
London, May 8, 1842.
*** The bill of Sir James Grallam will, probably,

contain some provision for registration; but if it
should not, we shall lend our assistance to promote
the plan recommended by our correspondent.-EDs.

BENEVOLENT FUND.
TO THE EDITORS OF THE rROVINCIAL MEDICAL

JOURNAL.

GENTLEMEN,-I take the liberty of calling the
attention of my professional brethren to the bene-
volent fund of our association. The claims upon
this fund address themselves more directly to our
compassionate feelings, and cannot fail to awaken
the sympathy of all who are themselves husbands
and parents. A single individual can do but little
towards the attainment of the object which the bene-
volent fund is intended to promote, but the union of
numbers can accomplish it. We now muster 1460
strong, and I would propose that from and after next
January each member subscribeg one pound five
shillings, a guinea of which to be appropriated as it
now is, and the remaining four shillings to be the
property of the benevolent fund.
The burdeii of this addition to our annual subscrip-

tion will be scarcely felt by him who pays it, yet how
large the fund it will contribute to form, and the timely
and in many instances permanent assistance which it
will enable the managers of the benevolent society to
afford. How consolatory to each of us the reflection,
that in case he should be prematurely snatched away,
such a fund is laid up in store (which he has assisted
to form and to which, therefore, he has a just claim),
out of which the means of immediate relief or perma-
nent support may be afforded to his widow or children,
in the shape of a seasonable donation, an apprentice
fee, or a small annuity. Regulated as it now is, by
well-digested laws and a strict superintendence, it
affords ample security for the impartial and judicious
distribution of its charity; but it will never occupy
its proper position until its claims are not only better
known, but also recognised by every member of the
association.

Trusting that at our next anniversary the plan
proposed, or some other equally efficacious, will be
adopted by the members,

I remain, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN LEE.
Market Bosworth, May 8, 1843.

MICROSCOPIC CHARACTERS OF PUS.
The true pus particle strongly refracts light, and,

being roughly granular on its surface, often appears
colored, unless the achromatism of the object-glass is
perfect, and the illumination well arranged. These
particles vary in size; on an average, however, it
may be stated that they nearly correspond to the
blood-disc in diameter. lf a drop of acetic acid be
mixed with a purulent deposit, and carefuilly ex-
amined after covering it with a thin plate of glass
or mica, the compound structure of the pus particle
will become obvious. The particles will present the
appearance of being broken up or disintegrated, leav-
ing numerous extremely minute transparent bodies of
a tolerably regular spherical form, and about one-
fourth the size of the original particle.' These bodies
are probably arranged as symmetric nuclei in the ori-
ginal particle, for certainly at least two or three exist
in each before the addition of the acid.
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