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vided into two chief classes; tllc first, being intended
to illustrate thc peculiarities of venous obstruction,
contained the results of twenty experiments; the
second, having for its object the explanation of some
of the effects of increased determination of blood,
contained fourteen experimcnlts. The experiments
are given in detail, buit our space will only allow us
to state the conclusions the auithor draws from them.

After some remarks on the morbid appearances met
with in certain of the above experiments, and wvhich
seemed to be analogus to changes occasionally occur-
ring in the human kidney, the paper concluded by
expressinig the author's opinion-

1. That the process of the effusion of albumen and
lymph, through the coats of the vessels of the livinig
body, is dependant on and regulated by the degree of
the compression of the blood contained in those vessels.

For the production of an initenise degree of compres-
sion, the co-operationi of two essential causes is re-
quired; the momentum of the arterial blood derived
from the contractions of the ventricle constitutes the
force which produces the compression; but as a counl-
ter-resistance is required before the latter state can
occur, it is only vhen some obstruction to the free
passage of the blood througlh the smaller vessels ex-
ists that the effects of undue compression are percep-
tible.
As the amount of the momentum of the arterial

blood, and the completeness of the obstruction vary in
different instances, so will the nature of the effusion.

2. That simple compression of the blood in its
smaller vessels will cause the exudation of liquid
albumen, of coagulating lymph, and the escape of
blood. And as both the essential causes of undiie
compression are known to exist in inflammation, it is
but reasonable to conclude that the primary effects
of the latter, which are identical with those of undue
compression, are the mere consequenices of thalt phy-
sical cause.

3. That there is no relation betwveen the composi-
tion of the effused matters and tire extent of tire dila-
tation of tire coats of the vessels, as measured by the
quantity of blood they contain. To establish this
point more clearly, part of a table, showing tIre relative
weight of the healthy and engorged kidneys, and the
composition of the urine, was read.

4. That a gradually increased quantity of blood may
be directed to the vessels of a particular organ without
causing any unnatural compression of that fluid.

5. But the concluding experiments sliow that if the
quantity thus determined be considerably and sud-
denly increased, then some of the effects of undue
compressionl of the blood will be produced.

ANATOMICAL SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH.
December 20, 1842.

TUBERCULAR M1ASSES IN THE PERICARDIUM.
Dr. Peacock showed a beautiful specimen of tuber-

cular matter deposited in masses in the reflected aiid
attached layers of the pericardium. They varied in
size from that of a pin's head to that of a hazel nuit.
The bronchial glands were greatly cnlarged anid tu-
berculous; but no disease was detected in any other
part of the system. Tlle patient was a female, aged
twenty-eiglht years.

CIIRONIC INFLATIPMATORY SOFTENING IN THE RIGHT
CEREBRAL HEMISPHERE.

Dr. Bennett presented the right cerebral hemi-
sphere removed from thc body of a man who had been
laboriing for eiglhteen montlhs under hemiplegia of tlle
left side. In this case there was softening situiated
in thc riglht cerebral hemisphere, a little externial anid
aniterior to the ventricle, anid about the size of a hazel
nut. It presented tllc peculiar character denominated
chalky-milk (lait de chaux) by the Freinch, consisting
of minute granules floatinig in a thick fluid. It coil-
tained numerous exudation corpuscles, perfectly round,
,generally abouit 1-5t)th of a millimetre in diameter,
filled with granules about 1-1000th of a mnillimetre in
diameter. Tlle regular size of the exudation corpus-
cles and graniules formed a stronig contrast to the va-
riatioiis existing in this respect as observed in other
kinds of softening. - Edinburgh Monthly Journal,
February, 1843.

MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY
OF EDINBURGH.

Jan. 4, 1843.
PrO S ON I N G.

Dr. Christison read an account of some obscure
cases of poisoninig.
The first case, to whiclh this section of the paper

was confined, was one of death, supposed to have
been caused by spirits accidentally poisoned. Nine
masons, who had been working hard in a quarry,
during a hot day, from ail early hour in the morning
until one o'clock, drank at that hour, in the course
of a short period, seven half.mutchkins, or about
fifty-six ounces, of a sort of " ginl," manufactured by
a travelling spirit-dealer, who sold it to them on the
spot. Nonie of them seemed to have had less than
two glasses, or more than four-that is, from four to
eig,ht fluid ounces. They had no food after an early
breakfast, except a little bread and cheese, which one
of the party divided among a few of them just before
they took tile spirits. No particular taste was ob-
served in the spirits at the time, though one of the
party at first demurred to drinking it because it bc-
came milky with water. Two of the men, who had at
least their full share, experienced no particular effect.
Three others seemed to lhave also experienced little
effect, but some headache in the evening. Two others,
observing the serious effects produced in the subse-
quent cases, made themselves vomit, and also expe-
rienced subsequenitly nothing but in conlsiderable head-
ache. The seventh felt the liquor " go to his head"
immediately, and continued to feel" stupid" for the
wlhole evening. The eighth, who had taken four
glasses, became in ten minutes suddenly stupid, and
speedily quite senseless, in wvhich state he remained
for some hours, till lie was roused by emetics and
stimulants, and subsequently lie had paini in the
stomach for the rest of the evenling, and all next day
sickness and drowsiness. The ninltll, who had taken
certainly not more than three glasses, possibly only
two, fell down suddenily insenisible five minutes after
having taken his last glass, and in five minutes more
lie expired. Thlis was a man of sixty-three, in good
health at tlle time, nlot iiitemperate, yet accustomed
to take his glass occasionially, like other workenell of
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his acquaintance. He was one of those who had a piness, holiness, &c. In one individual, indeed, who
little bread and cheese before the drinking-match was treated successfully, he found that he often hesi-
commenced. The body was very carefully examined tated at such words as these, long after he had over-
under authority of the sheriff of the county where the come every difficulty respecting the consonants.
accident happened, but no morbid appearance what- By such facts as these he was led to the conjecture
soever was found. that the affection does not depend uponi any defect
The spirit-dealer's stock was seized for examina- in the organs of specch, properly so called; but is

tion. The " gin " he sold to the men had a juniper rather connected with a deficiency in the manage-
odor and taste, without any bitterness or ratafia flavor, ment of the voice, and he thought it would be found
and a careful chemical analysis did not indicate the that, when a stammerer gets into that peculiar state of
presence of any hydrocyanic acid, or of any vegetable hesitation which is familiar to every one who lhas
poison which could cause such an accident as that witnessed it, he is endeavoring to speak when he has
described above. He stated that his gin was made no voice-that is, vhen the lungs have become emptied
with whisky, oil of juniper, and tincture of sweet bay. of air, or nearly so.
Whisky found in his house was ascertained to be free According to these views, the principles on which
of poison. A bottle alleged to be oil of juniper was the cure of the affection may be accomplished ap-
really that substance, mixed with a little spirit. peared to be the following:-In actually accomplish-
Another bottle, represented to contain a tincture of ing a cure, everythinig depends upon the perseverance
sweet bay leaves, had the taste and odor of the leaves of the patient himself after the principles lhave been
of lau,us nobilis, and was free of hydrocyanic acid. explained to him.
The plant from which he said he gathered the leaves 1. To direct the atteiition of the individual to the
grew in his own garden, and was ascertained to be tllree distinct parts of which the finction of speech
really the sweet bay, or laurus nobilis. There was, consists-viz,
therefore, not a single circumstance to warrant the 1. A full and continuous current of air proceeding
presumption which actually arose at first, that the man outwards from the lungs.
had used by mistake the leaves of the common bay, or 2. The formation of this into inarticulate sound, or
cerasus laurocerasus, the cherry-laurel. voice, by the action of the larynx.
A careful inspection of the whole particulars, made 3. The forination of this into articulate sound, or

by the law authorities after consultation witlh the speech, chiefly by certain movements of the lips and
auithor, did not throw any farther light on this extra- the tongue.
ordinary case. The author, admitting its nature to He soon perceives that he has no difficulty in per-
be very obscure, was inclined on the whole to the forming any of these actions, when they are thus
opinion that the sole agent was alcohol, and that its made separate objects of attention; and in this manner
diversified effects on the mcn depended on obscure he is led to understand that his affection does not
constitutional circumstances. depend upon any defect in any of the organs of speech,

STAMMERING., or a difficulty of performing any of the processes of
Dr. Abercrombie communicated " Observations on which the function consists; but in a certain want of

the Impediment of Speech, commonly called Stam- harmony among these processes which has grown
mering." When Dr. Abercrombie's attention was into a habit. He is easily made to perceive, for
first directed to tlle subject, the following facts at. example, that he has no difficuilty in performing that
tracted his notice motion of the lips by which is formed the sound of

I. He observed that stammerers never stammer in the letter b, then why should we have any difficulty
singing. in saying bee, boy, bell, &c. When the formation of

II. The individual on whom his first observations each letter is thus made a separate object of attention,
were made, did not stammer when he was obliged to or a distinct voluntary act, it is remarkable to observe
speak in a louder tone of voice than usual, as when how the difficulty seems to vanish; and, by continued
conversing in the midst of a noisy crowd, or in a attention in this manner, the habit is gradually broken,
carriage on a rough road. in as far as concerns this pat t of the process.

III. The precentor of a church came under his If. The second, and principal part of the treatment
notice who stammered in common conversation, but is, to exercise the individual in the habit of never at-
showed no hesitation when reading out the line, as tempting to speak without having A FULL AND STRONG
it is called, lwhich was done in a peculiar high-pitched Cl'RRENT OF VOICE. He may be made sensible of the
tone of voice, such as is usually employed by pre- effect of this by making him read in a strong, loud
centors for that purpose. tone of voice, as if he were calling to a person at a

IV. He found that stammerers have nio difficulty distance, or in a tone resembling singing or chanting,
in performing any of those movements of the lips and or in the peculiar tone of a precentor, in reading out
the tongue, by means of which the consonant sounds the line, which has been already referred to. When
are produced, when they are directed to make these he has thus been made to understand the principles on
movemenlts simply-that is, without any reference to which the removal of the affection is to be conducted,
speech. the farther treatment consists in a course of exercises

V. He observed that in some stammerers the diffi- calculated to give him a full command of his voice,
culty is not confined to the consonant sounds in and so to correct the habit which he has acquired, of
which the peculiar actionl of the organs of speech is speaking, or attempting to speak, without sufficient
more directly exerted, but extends to other sounds, voice. For this purpose he should be made to read
in which these organs are little, if at all, concerned, aloud several times a-day, from an author whose
such as the simiple aspirated h, as in the words hap- style is somewhat declamatory. In doing so, he
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should be made to read in a high-pitched tone, and to
stop frequently and take a full breath, so as to have the
voice thrown out with a force beyond what is required
for ordinary reading or ordinary conversation. With
this view it is necessary to make him stop and take a
full inspiration much rmore frequently than would be
required by another person; for it is in this part of
the process that we are to trace, in a great measure,
the bad habit which he has acquired, and the opposite
habit which he is required to cultivate. In particular,
whenever he feels the tendency to hesitate at a word,
he is to be taught to stop instantly, take a full breath,
and then try it again. He will be immediately
sensible of the effect; and a succession of voluntary
efforts of this kind will be gradually formed into a
habit, calculated to correct the injurious habit, in
which, I believe, we are chiefly to trace the pathology
of stammering.

In a note appended to this paper, Dr. Abercrombie
remarked that, since his observations were written,
he had found that the same principle respecting the
influence of respiration in this affection had been
pointed out by Dr. M'Cormack, of Belfast, in a small
volume published in 1828.-Edin. .Monthly Journal.

PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF DUBLIN.
Session 1841-2.

CHRONIC RHEUMATIC ARTHRITIS OF THE TEMPORO-
MAXILLARY ARTICULATION.

Mr. Smith presented a series of specimens (eleven
in number) illustrative of the alterations produced in
the parts entering into the composition of the articu-
lation of the lower jaw by chronic rheumatism. In
seven of them the disease engaged the articulation
upon each side; and in four the subjects were eden-
tulous. Previous to describing each specimen, Mr.
Smith made some general observations upon the dis-
ease. He remarked that, in the majority of instances,
it attacked those of advanced age, and was double,
while the analogous disease of the hip-joint was
usually confined to the articulation of one side.
When it attacks those of middle age it is generally
more rapid in its progress, accompanied by more
severe pain, and is more liable to implicate the neck
of the condyle and ramus of the jaw. In some cases
a bony tumor can be distinctly felt beneath the
zygoma, immediately in fronit of the external meatus,
and constituted by the enlarged condyle; the lympha-
tic glands, on the surface of the parotid, and behind
the ear, are also, in these cases, prone to enlargement.-
The pain which accompanies the disease is not usually
severe, but is more or less constant, and is influenced
by the state of the weather; the face is generally dis-
torted, the nature of the distortion varying, according
as one or both articulations are affected. When it is
confined to that of one side, and has existed for a con-
siderable period, the mouth becomes crooked, the
affected side of the jaw being drawn forwards and
towards the opposite side, so that the teeth of the
lower jaw, upon the sound side, project beyond those
of the superior maxilla; but when the disease is sym-
metrical the entire of the lower jaw is drawn forwards,
and the chin projects, just as it does (though from a
different cause) in the edentulous subject. Mr. Smith
(having alluded to the close resemblance between this

asection and chronic rheumatic arthritis in other
articulations) next entered into a minute detail of
the anatomical characters of the disease. He de-
scribed the articular surfaces of the glenoid cavity
and condyle as being destitute of investing cartilage,
and presenting an irregular and scabrous aspect; the
appearances, of course, varying, according as the dis-
ease was more or less advanced; in some cases the
glenoid cavity is increased in depth; in others it is
rather shallower than natural; sometimes circular,
sometimes oval, in form. It is, in many instances,
where the disease has been of long duration, increased
as to its circumference; this enlargement being ac-
complished at the expense of the horizontal and trans-
verse roots of the zygomatic arch, more especially of
the latter, which, in all cases, is to a greater or less
extent absorbed. It is upon the destruction of this
transverse root, or articular eminence, as it has been
termed, the distortion of the countenance depends;
for, when its removal.by absorption is to a certain ex-
tent effected, the external pterygoid muscle then
draws the jaw forward and to the opposite side, where
but one articulation is diseased, and the muscles of
both sides act in drawing it directly forwards when
the destruction of the articular eminence is symme-
trical; the extension of the disease inwards, towards
the middle line of the base of the skull, is limited by
the spine of the sphenoid bone, and the spheno-tempo-
ral suture, and posteriorly it ceases at the Glasserian
fissure, the non-articulating portion of the glenoid
cavity never being implicated in the morbid action;
the alterations of the condyle correspond pretty accu-
rately to those of the glenoid cavity; sometimes it
is enormously hypertrophied, its upper surface being
flattened and enlarged in all its diameters, while in
other cases it assumes a conical form, and is always
rough and destitute of cartilage. Mr. Smith remarked
that the changes which the bones suffered as to form
were as numerous and as varied as in the analogous
affection of the hip-joint; with respect to the state of
the soft parts connected with the articulation, he
stated, that in the progress of the disease the inter-
articular cartilage disappeared; he had not, as yet,
found foreign bodies in the articulation; and in only
one specimen anything like porcellanous deposit. Mr.
Smith exhibited drawings and casts illustrative of the
deformity of the countenance in this disease; and, in
conclusion, contrasted it with that which accompanies
the congenital luxation of the lower jaw, a specimen
of which he had exhibited at a former meeting of the
Isociety.

CIRRHOSIS OF THE LIVER.

Dr. Law produced the recent specimen in this case,
taken from a man, aged fifty, laboring under ascites.
The heart could be felt pulsating under the left clavi-
cle, and paracentesis was performed, which was fol-
lowed by peritoneal inflammation; serum, with floc-
culi of lymph, was found in the abdomen, and the
convex surface of the liver was adherent to the dia-
phragm; the liver was in the state of cirrhosis. Dr.
Green, at a former meeting, had detailed the various
opinions on the pathology of this affection. It was
now known that Laennee's opinion was incorrect.
The irregularly rounded bodies are the acini sur-
rounded with a fibrous contractile tissue; on this
change in the organ dropsy ensues; this lesion is not
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