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and Thom6, of Bonn, subsequently obtained some
satisfactory results; but it was chiefly by the ideas of
Walther, of Munich, that the author's experiments
were suggested.

ACADEMY OF MEDICINE.
November 3, 1842.

INTRODUCTION OF AIR INTO THE VEINS.-INSTANTA-
NEOUS DEATH.

M. Amussat communicated the following interesting
case, which had been forwarded to him by M. Gorre,
senior surgeon to the Boulogne Hospital:-
Joseph Morel, fifty-eight years of age, was admitted

into the hospital in the early part of October, 1842.
On the left side of the neck was a scirrhous tumor
arising close to the claviele, and extending upwards
into the triangular space formed between the ramus
of the lower jaw, the sterno-mastoid muscle, and the
thyroid cartilage. As the patient was greatly reduced
by pain and frequent hematemesis, it was thought
necessary to remove the tumor. The operation was
performed on Saturday, the 29th of October, 1842.
The patient having been placed in a convenient
posture, the whole surface of the tumor was exposed
by a crucial incision and dissection of the flaps; it
was then detached from the subjacent parts, and the
vessels tied; the lose of blood was trifling. The sepa-
rationi of the tumor was all but completed, and the
operator was dividing, with a stroke of his knife, the
last fibres which retained it, when he heard a gurgling
sound extending from the wound towards the heart.
The patient immediately became pale, and his respi-
ration accelerated; he cried faintly, "I am dying,"
and instantly fell back dead. Althouglh the peculiar
sound at once indicated the nature of the accident,
death was too sudden to admit of any attempt being
made to prevent the unfortunate'result. The operator
placed his finger at once on the wound to close the
vein, if possible, but without effect. During five ox
six minutes after death a movement of flux and reflux
was distinctly perceived in the right jugular vein.
The body was examined twenty-four hours after

death. At the lower part of the wound, the internal
jugular vein had been opened about 81 lines from the
subclavian; the opening was from 2i to 3j lines in
length, and its edges were separated from each other.
On pressing the vein upwards, the blood escaped,
mixed with numerous air bubbles. The anterior wall
of the chest was now removed, and the lungs were
seen exactly filling its cavity; they contained a consi-
derable quantity of frothy mucus. The right side of
the heart was distended, and also contained blood
mixed with a great quantity of air bubbles; the blood
was fluid, and much less deeper in color than venous
blood generally is. The superior vena caya, subela-
vian, axillary, and brachial veins also contained fluid
blood mixed with air bubbles; the vessels distributed
over the surface of the brain were marked here and
there by similar bullme of air. The sinuses did not
contain air or blood. The left ventricle did not
present any trace of air, but blood mixed with it was
found in the aorta and iliac arteries.
From the preceding case the author concludes-
1. That the patient's death evidently depended on

the introduction of air through the wound in the jugu-
lar vein.

2. That the introduction of air was favored by the
tractions exercised on the tumor at the moment the
vein was opened, the proximity of the wound to the
chest, and the feebleness of the patient.

3. That the sudden death depended on the instan-
taneous suspension of respiration, circulation, and
nervous action.

4. That the admixture of air with the blood must
exercise some specially deleterious influence on man;
for in the numerous experiments made on animals by
MM. Amussat, Nysten, and Magendie, death never
occurred so suddenly as in the present case.

DEVIAT1ON OF THE UVULA.

M. Diday forwarded the particulars of a case of
facial hemiplegia of the left side, in which the uvula
deviated considerably to the right. The deviation
gradually disappeared with the other hemiplegic symp-
toms. The author considers this case as a proof of
the connection between the movements of the velum
palati and the facial nerve-a conneotion which ana-
tomy had not, as yet, enabled us to prove.

SOCIETE MEDICALE D'EMULATION.
Paris, September 14, 1842.

HISTORICAL NOTICE OF TIIE TREATMENT OF PHTHISIS.

A report by M. Gilette, on a memoir of M. Payen,
contains the following curious particulars:-
The great majority of the modes of treatment of

phthlsis which we are accustomed to regard as new,
and which have been produced and disappeared within
the last twenty years, were familiar to medical prac.
titioners of the Greek and Roman schools. Thus,
after 2,000 years of useless efforts, we find ourselves

dutced to the treatment employed in the time of
Galen and Celsus. Consumptive patients were at
that time ordered to Alexandria, even as our rich pa.
tients are sent to Italy, and those who were unable to
bear the voyage, were sent on short sea excursions, or
directed to travel, in litters, along the sea coast.
The milk of goats or asses was particularly recom-
mended after the occurrence of hemoptysis, and the
asses were fed with such care that their excrements
were examined every day. The milk, according to
Galen, should be drunk at Tabies, a small town situ-
ate between Sorentum and Naples, extremely well
sheltered from the wind, and where the pastures con.
tained a quantity of herbs which rendered the milk
slightly astringent. In cases where the stomach par-
ticipated in the pulmonary irritation, the Greek physi-
cian preferred human milk; " but the majority of pa.
tients (he remarks) refuse to submit to this diet, and
as they won't be treated like children, let us treat
them like young asses."
'Vhen the emaciation and cough were on the in-

crease, revulsive plasters and the actual cautery ap-
plied to the upper part ofthe chest, were freely had
reco=rse to. (Cevsus, lib. iii. c. 2., Galen, I. iv. c. 13.)
Active purgation was generally avoided, but Prosper
Alpinus (De Meth. Egyp., 1. iv.) mentions that some
patients in an advanced stage were cured by the use
of violent purgatives, as colocynth. Here we find the
experimental method taking the place of the rational.
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