
30 POOR-LAW REMUNERATION TO MEDICAL OFFICERS.

full anticipation that good would result from it,-that
the pupils would be encouraged to emulation in study,
and that the best man would get the first premium.
We gave six valuable premiums in two sessions; and
who think you were the individuals who each time re-
ceived them ? They were the most jumior students in
the hospital-gentlemen, I admit, of superior talent
and industry, and who justly merited praise so far,
but who were not, in virtue thereof, entitled to be set
forth to the public, by a specious document in the
form of a premium, as the most learned and experienced
students of the class attending the hospital during the
session, in which such premiums were adjudicated.
They got them, because the senior students-gentle-
men of greater practical experience, and whose cha-
racters were much at stake, declined, for the paltry
value of the prize, puttingthemsel -etion-
with juniors, whose knowledge must of necessity be
partial and scanty; to whom it wouild not under the
circumstances, involve any loss of reputationi to be
beaten; for whom a prize would be great gain and in
whose favour, after all, chance might readily turn the
scale: and so far actually did this feeling operate, even
exclusively of the case of seniors as competitors, that
even from amongst the juniors, in both our experi-
ments, there were only, out of a class of between
eighty and ninety students, candidates equal in num-
ber to the number of premiums offered by us; so that,
in the end, all that the examiners had to determine
was, whiclh should have the first, which the second,
and which the third prize; and yet ea.h of these
unrivalled gentlemen, received his premium and ex-
hibited it as a trophy of a great victory-not satisfied
indeed, even as the matter stood thus, for two of the
parties considered themselves ill used, in not having
obtained the first place. But the evil did not end
here-it did not terminate in the uncalled for eleva-
tion of character, or the temporary exultation of one
student over another. In after life, when men came
to be competitors for public offices, this accidentally
acquired bauble of the day has been used with undue
effect in the race of competition; and that, not only
against the actual competitors for the premium, but
agajpst all who attended the hospital for that, or even
other sesslons.
Premiums have a different effect in their operation

nupon students in medicine from that upon almost any
other classes in society. The boy at school must sub-
ject himself to the ordeal of competition with his
schoolfellows; he cannot escape, and a fair and just
estimate of the respective merits of all can thereby
be formed; the operation of the system upon them is
good because it is compulsory. In the university the
reputation of a premium is so great, that it becomes
wozth the while of any one to succeed: the ambition
of all is kindled to secure it; and it is only the inmcompe-
tent, or those whose attentions are otherwise directed,
that desist from the competition. Moreover, although,
to such, success may be great gain, defeat never be-
comes, in any wise, a source of after disparagement:
promotion in the church, at the bar, orelsewhere, is not
swayed by such a fortuitous incident. Here, likewise,
the premium system is good, because, while it encou-
rages and rewards learning, it offers no disparagemenit
to the unsuccessfiul candidate. But in medicinie, mat-
ters are very different: here there ixs no compulsory

'competition, and the senior will not compete with the
pjunior; neither would the junior, if the more experi-
enced student allowed himself to become a candidate,
enter with him into the concours,-the contest in
either case being unequal, and the prize altogether
disproportioned to the risk of a failure.
But to take another ground, what is the predicament

of a medical student as compared with the schoolboy
or the lad entering college, that he should require to
be coaxed along with bribes to the attainment of good
professional skill? The schoolboy is whipped or re-
warded, according to his taste, as the only means of
preparing him advantageously for the exercise of the
privileges of manhood: to a student entering the uni-
versity, places of great honour and wealth-ample
provisions for independence-are held up to his view,

epfiemiums given by alma mater during the
collegiate course are only so many tests of the progress
towards perfection of the aspirants to such honours:
but how is it as regards the medical student? He
should not require the whipping or the sugar-cakes of
the schoolboy, nor is any prospect open to him of
promotion in the college to which he may attach him-
self by the possession of such adventitious credentials.
He is, to all intents and purposes, a man; he has linked
himself to a profession which carries in it its own pe-
culiar rewards; he has taken his stand for life, with
his eyes open ; and if feelings of ambition and a de-
sire for success do not stimulate him to the necessary
exertion, such paltry rewards as are only adapted for
schoolboys will never lead him on to the goal.
Such are the grounds upon which we have aban-

doned the premium system. We have found it, not
only ineffective as a comparative test of information in
the student, but unfair to those who did not choose to
become competitors; and in addition, we are of
opinion that right-minded medical aspirants require
no such incentives to the fulfilment of a duty with
which their own interests are so closely interwoven."
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In our last number we directed attention to some
points connected with the new "medical order" of
the poor-law commissioners. The order has been
,drawn up in a spitit of apparent liberality; but a
carefu4 examinationi will show that almost every clause
is accompaniied by a " provided always," whiclt will
'enable the commissioners to relapse into their old
system of oppression and injustice. Of this we have
an example before us. By Article 6 of the order, it
was enacted that no district should, henceforward,
exceed in extent the area of 15,000 statute acres.
This was, in all conscience, sufficient for the unfor-
tunate union surgeon and his unfortunate cattle.
Boards of guardians, however, think differently, and,
with the assenit of the commissioners, have already
violated the spirit of the article. In an advertise
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ment for medical officers, issued a few days back by
the guardians of the Wimborne and Cranborne union,
we find it stated that one district of the union con-
tains 18,273 acres; another district, 17,760 acres;
and a third district, 27,710 acres. This advertisement
was issued within a week after the promulgation of
the "order" of the poor-law commissioners. It is,
therefore, clear that the commissioners are unwilling
or unable to carry their regulbtions into effect, and
that the amendments which they have announced with
so much pomp and pretension exist merely upon
paper-and in the imagination of their friend, Mr.
Guthrie.

We doubt not that numerous other violations of
the spirit of the " order " will gradually come to light.
It has been wrung from the commissioners by force;
and we firmly believe that nothing, save the dread of
parliamentary interference, iniduced them to make
the concessions contained therein, to the repeated
remonstrances of the medical profession, and of the
advocates of the suffering poor.
As we remarked, however, on a former occasion,

the commissioners have not attempted to settle the
most important point in debate between them and
the profession.
The poor-law medical officer must receive adequate

remuneration for his services. This is acknowledged
on all hands; not so much as an act of justice to the
profession as an act of expediency. The system of
grinding down the medical attendant of the poor to
the level of a porter or a potboy has been tried and
found inexpedient. Laying aside the injustice of the
scheme, the advocates of economy confess that it will
not work. Even the assistant commissioners affirm
that some uniform principle of fair remuneration
should be adopted throughout the country. The basi4
of the principle has been determined after the most
careful calculations. The profession are not exorbitant
in their demands. They are ready to undertake the

contentions engendered by the poor-lawy will continue
with unabated force.
A slight exertion, at the present moment, would

ensure success.

Lord Granville Somerset has introduced into the
House of Commons a new Lunatic Bill. The object
of his lordship's bill is to secure a more complete
superintendence than at present exists of county
lunatic asylums, and to remedy the various abuses to
which establishments of this kind are said to be
liable.
At present the superintendence of county lunatic

asylums is vested in the local magistracy. Lord
Somorset proposes to abolish this jurisdiction, and
commit the entire responsibility of supervision of
county lunatic asyluns to t4le present metropolitan
commission.
A change of this nature would necessarily involve a

change of' the machinery by which the provisions of
the bill are to be carried into execution. In the
newspapers it was reported that the power of granting
lunatic certificates was to be confined to members of
the London College of Physicians. Such a provision
would be not only unjust, but absurd; and we are

glad to see, from the letters of Mr. Crosse and Dr.
Dyke, which will be found in another part of the
Journal, that Lord Granville Somerset never con-
templated any impracticable enactment of the kind.

His bill, however, contains certain provisions and
certain charges against the medical profession, which
we cannot pass over in silence. Unless the latter be
clearly refuted, and the former rejected, the medical
profession will receive " a heavy blow and great dis-
couragement," from which it will not easily recover.
On introducing his bill to the House of Commons,
Lord Granville Somerset declared that, as the law
ordains that "there should be proper houses of a
proper charactp_icansd brr-te reception ot insane
persons," " the state and description of such houses

medical care of the poor on the lowest terms, but they should frequently be inquired into; and that the fact
expect that their services slall beqstimated according of their not admitting more than the number of
to some fair, fixed principle, not submitted to the
capricious decisions of ignorant or intere4ted indi-
viduals.

Instead of meeting this question fairly, the commis-
sioners leave it untouched. They acknowledge that
a system of payment per case should be adopted, but
they proceed no further. Union medical officers are
still to remaini subject to the uncertainties and hard-
ships connected with the ancient system. The pro-
fession will not, we trust, allow themselves to be
deceived in this matter, or suffer their exertions to
relax. Unless the commissioners or the legislature
are prepared to enforce the adoption of some uniform
principle, whereby adequate remuneration shall be
ensured to the profession, the lheart-burnings and

patients for which they are licensed should be ascer-
tained." "It was not less important that some re-
sponsible person should see that these houses are
conducted on such principles as will insure the com-
fort and proper treatment of the unfortunate inmates.
It was, above all, important that the same responsiblo
person shonld take care to ppyvet individuals not in
a state of insanity from being placed in confinement
within those houses; and lastly, it was equally im-
portant that as soon as any of the unfortunate beings,
rightly confined within those abodes of misery, exhibits
a return to reason, and his recovery is accomplished,
the same inspecting or visiting officer should take care
to see him forthwith discharged and restored to his
friends."

NEW LUNATIC, ASYLUM BILL. .31
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These are most important responsibilities. But on
whom does the noble lord pretend to impose them ?
On two barristers! ! People of common sense will
scarcely believe this to be the case; unfortunately it
is too true. An able writer in the "Times" has
exposed the absurdity of the plan in such forcible
terms, that we are tempted to repeat his remarks:-

" Responsibilities like these presuppose in the indi-
viduals who assume or accept them a sound and
extensive acquaintance with the principal laws of
animal life in man, as well as with those wyhich regu-
late the manifestations of hlis mind through the several
organs and senses. They presuppose a knowledge of
the effects produced upon the brain by certain dis-
eases, emotions, passions, yices, evil practices con-
nected with the human frame; *,-1auwigeot11i
physical influence of particular localities, air, water,
the aspect of houses, and the soil on which they stand,
as well as the state of their ventilation, and the size
of their apartments, upon lunatics susceptible of cure;
a knowledge of the inevitable consequences of any
particular regimen or diet or medical or ethical treat-
ment on the mental malady of the dwellers in lunatic
asylums-a knowledge, in fine, of the relative value
of coercion or non-coercion of patients in reference to
their ultimate recovery. With responsibilities so
grave, and only to be safely and properly discharged
by means of qualifications such as I have just enume-
rated, the new bill proposes to invest two barristers!
And the bill lhas truly no other ostensible object
whatever! !
And is it really come to this, that a mysterious

affliction of the most noble of man's attributes, mani-
festly connected with the health of the body in by far
the largest proportion of cases-an affliction which has
engaged the profoundest attention of some of the most
philosophical physicians in all ages, who, though suc-
cessful in ameliorating it, and multiplying the number
of its cures, have, nevertheless, been compelled to
acknowledge the difficulties with which its treatment,
moral as well as physical, is encompassed;-is it come
to this, that two lawyers are, by the votes of the
Brifish sunate-, abt to be declared capable and per
fectly qualified to examine, visit, watch, and judge of
the progress and finality, to decide as to the recovery
of the miserable creatures on whom has fallen the
mbst grievous malady that can afflict and humble
humanity?
The next step of the legislature after this, of course,

will be to authorise the same baristers to examine
persons presumed to be insane, and to grant certifi-
cates for their confinement in lunatic asylums, as are
now required from medical practitioners. For as, Of
the two stages, it is far more easy to determine the
begimning than the termination of a case of insanity,
and the new bill considers banisters as competent
judges in the latter case, another bill will declare
them equally competent to decide in the former. By-
and-by another great improvement of the same kind
will be proposed. Indeed, a hint to that effect was
given by his lordship at the end of his speech. In
all fiuture cases of a commission of lunacy for deter-
mining the sanity or healthy condition of a patient
before the chancery commissioner and a jury of en-

lightened men, medical practitioners will not be
required to supply thc necessary evidence, as hitherto,
but barristers. As, however, barristers have never
enjoyed, in the estimation of the public, either tra-
ditionally or through their writings, the peculiar repu-
tation which such novel arrangements as Lord G.
Somerset's bill presupposes in these individuals, what
confidence, we would ask, will the friends and rela-
tives of the miserable beings bereft of reason, the
crazy, and the infirm of body and mind, confined in
lunatic asylums feel in the report made by such in-
spectors? What comfort will they experience in
knowing that their unfortunate kindred are under the
supervision and watchfulness of barristers instead of
physicians ? What reliance will they place in any
assurance which such inspectors may give tlhem, that
-tha-laysical -as well as the moral -well-being of the
inmates of lunatic asylums Is properly attended to ?
Finally, what faith will the wvorld at large placo in the
evidence of such witnesses when it shall lhave deter-
mined the fate of patients suipposed to be in a doubtful
state of mental sanity ?"

The roasons adduced by Lord Granville Somerset
for thus withdrawing the inspection of county lunatic
asylums from medical men, and entrusting the duty
to twvo barristers, are both curious and novel.

" Medical men (with some brilliant exceptions)
are not distinguished by habits of exactness, which
legal men acquire by education." And againi, "It
wouild be difficult to get any medical gentlemen of
first-rate ability to give up their practice, and dedi-
cate the whole of their time to the duties of the
situation."

It is really afflicting to find any member of the
British legislature propound doctrines of this kind.
The noble lord must surely know that, so far as
remuneration for services goes, law and physic are
not placed on the same level. The talented barrister
in full practice makes three or four times more by
his profession than the medical man who holds an
equal rank; and it is infinitely easier to find a physi-
cian, of the highest education and best natural abili-
ties, who is ready to devote the whole of his time to
any particular duty, than to abstract a member of the
bar from his lucrative pursuits in Westminster or
Chancery-lane. Let the noble lord only try, and be
will find that, instead of a difficulty in obtaining
proper candidates, he will be embarrassed by a
" legion."
As to the charge of want of exactness on tbe part

of medical men, it is as absurd as it is unjust. No
physician or surgeon could obtain or hold practice
without the most scrupulous observance of exactness
in everything connected with the duties of his pro-
fession. From the earliest date of his studies-during
attendance on lectuires and at hospitals--to hiis sub-
sequent labours in life, and his professional initercourse
witlh the world-tlhe medical man is compelled to be
exact; his very existence depends on habits of regu-
larity and precisionl.

32 NEW LUNATIC ASYLUM BILL.
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It is, therefore, passing strange on wlhat data Lord
Granville Somerset couild haye broughlt a charge of
want of exactness against the medical profession, or
what halits of exactness he can discover in the edu-
cation of legal men, who virtually receive no special
education whatever.

We propose, henceforward, to make the Retrospect
of the Medical Sciences a new and prominent feature
in the " Provincial Journal." This Journal circulates
very widely amongst practitioners in all parts of the
kingdom, many of whom have no ready access to
other medical periodicals. It has, therefore, appeared
to us necessary to. make arrangements for regularly
placing before our readers, in a condensed form, all
that is really useful in the various periodical publica-
tions of this and foreign countries. About four pages
of the-Journal will be devoted regularly every week
to this task. We. thrq entail on ourselves a great
amount of labour and expense, but we shall thus
attain our object of transmnitting rapidly to eveely corner
of the United Kingdom a practical summary of inter-
esting facts in medical science, derived f'rom every
available source.

DOCTORS.

Jean Jacques tells us that, when his wife died,
every farmer in the neighbourhood offered to console
him by one of their daughters ; but that a few weeks
afterwards his cow having shared the same fate, no
one ever thought of replacing his loss by the offer of
another; thereby proving the different value people
set upon their cows and children. This seems ab-
surd enough, but is it a bit more so than wiat is
every day taking place in professional life ? How
many parsons are there who wouldn't lend you five
pounds, would willingly lend you their pulpit; and
the commonest courtesy from an hospital suirgeon is, to
present his visitor with a 'knife, and entreat him to
carve a patient. He has never seen the individual
before; he doesn't know whether he be short-sighted,
or nervous, or ignorant, or rash; all he thinks of is
doing the honours of the institution; and although,
like a lhostess who sees the best dish at her table man-
gled by an unskilful carver, he suffers in secret, yet
is she far too well-bred to evince lher displeasure, but
blandly smiles at her friend, and says "no matter,
-ray go on." This, doubtless, is highly conducive to
science; and as medicine is declared to be a science
of experiment, great results occasionally arise from
tle practice. Now that I am talk`ig of doctors, what
astrange set they are, and what a singular position
thy hold in society! Admitted to the fullest confi-
dece of the world, yet by a strange perversion, wlile
thy are the depositories of secrets that hold together
thlwhole fabric of society, their influence is neither
fult recognised, nor their power acknovledged. The
do'r is now what the monk once was, with this ad-
dit4ial advantage, that from the nature of his studies

and the research of his art, he reads more deeply in
the human heart, and penetrates into its most inmost
recesses. For Ihim, life has little romance ; the grosser
agency of the body reacting ever on the operations
of the mind, destroys many a poetic day-dreamn and
many a high-wrought illusion. To him alone does a
man speak, " son dernier mot :" while to the lawyer the
leanings ofself-respect will make him always impart a
favourable view of his case. To the physician he will
be candid, and even more than candid-yes, these are
the men who, watching the secret workings ofhuman
passion, can trace the progress of mankind in virtue
and in vice; while ministering to tlle body, they are
exploring the mind; and yet, scarcely is the hour of
danger past, scarcely the shadow of fear dissipated,
whlen they fall back to their humble position in life,
bearing with them but little gratitude, and stranige to
say, no,fcar!
The world expectse them to be learned, well-bred,

kind, considerate, and attentive, patient to their que-
iulousness, and enduring under their caprice; and,
after all this, the humbuig of honaeopathy, the prepos-
terous absurdity of the water cure, or the more repre-
hensible mischief of Mesmerism, will find more favour
in their sight than the highest order of ability, accom-
panied by great natural advantages.

Every man-aind still more, evely woman-ima-
gines himself to be a doctor. Tlle taste for physic,
like that for politics, is born with us, and nothing
seems easier than to repair the injuries ofthe constitu-
tion, wlhether of the state or the individual. Who has
not seen, over and over again, physicians of the first
eminence put aside,that the nostrum of some ignorant
pretender, or the suggestioni of some twaddling old
woman, should be, as it is termed, tried? No one is
too stupid, no one too old, no one too ignorant, too
obstinate, or too silly, not to be superior to Brodie anid
Chambers, Crampton and Marsh: and where science,
with anxious eye and cautious hand, would scarcely
venture to interfere, heroic ignorance would dash
boldly forward and cut the Gordian difficulty by snap-
ping the thread of life. Howv comes it that these old
ladies, of either sex, never meddle with the law ? Is
the game beneath them, where the stake is only pro-
perty, and not life? or is there less difficulty in the
knowledge of-a -rtwhlro;6 prinfiisiiles rest oII so ianaiy
branches of scienice, than in a study founded on the
basis of precedent ? Would to heaven the " Ladies
Bountiful" would take to the quarter sessions anid the
assizes, in lieu of the infirmaries and dispensaries, and
make Blackstone their aide-de-camp, vice Buchan
retired.-Dutblin University Magazine.

ACADEMY OF MEDICINE, PARIS.
April 5.

rHTIIISIS IN WARM CLIMIATES.

Amongst 1,954 patients, treated during the years
I834 to 1839 by M; Rufz, at Martinique, 123 were
affected -with phthisis, and of these 53 died. Accord-
ing to M. Rufz's experience, phthisis is the most
common chronic disease in the colony. Having tried
the treatment with emetics, after the fashion of cer-
tain quacks in the colony, M. Rufz has obtained from
them the best effects; he also remarks that Europeans

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
P

rov M
ed S

urg J: first published as 10.1136/bm
j.s1-4.2.30 on 16 A

pril 1842. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

