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TREATMENT OF VARICOSE VEINS BY THE
VIENNA CAUSTIC.

By M. BERARD, Surgeon to the Necker Hospital.
The want of success which has attended the various

means tried for the treatment of varicose veins, in-
duiced M. Berard to test the efficacy of a new remedy.
M.M. Bonnet and Gensoul recommended the caustic
potass, but the substance which M. Berard employs is
the Vienna caustic.
Whatever be the number or extent of the varicose

veins, M. Berard commences with a single application
to eaclh leg, if both limbs be affected.' The point
generally selected is below the knee, over the intelnal
saphenia vein, and this even in cases where the vari-
cose state exists above the knee. The caustic should
be applied so as to produce a long narrow eschar;
this allows us to destroy the coats of the vessel to a
greater extent, and gives rise to a more easily managed
wound than the circular eschar. On the evening
which precedes the application of the caustic, the
patient shouild be made to stand uipright for some
time, in order to render the veins clearly discernible,
anid a line must then be traced with ink or nitrate of
silvrer, to circumscribe the parts to which the caustic
is to 'be applied. This done, the skin having been
shaved, anid the limb placed in a proper position, the
paste is applied over the vein. The length of the
layer varies from one inch to one inch ten lines; the
breadth, fiom two and a half to four and a half lines:
the thickness is the same as the breadth; the extent
of the esehar, however, must vary according to the
size of the vein, and of its circumvolutions; the
leriod during which the caustic is applied varies from
a quiarter to half an houir. The object is to destroy at
one application the whole of the tissues down to the
veini, inclusively, and for this purpose from eighteen
to twenty minutes generally suiffice. Should any
hrlnorrhage occur, it is easily arrested by pressure
anid the horizontal position; the patient, as a precau-
tion, must, in all cases, keep to bed.
When the caustic hasbeen applied so as to destroy tlle

coats of the vein, the blood coagulates at the wounded
point in about twenty-four to thirty-six hours; and
the coagulation gradually extends to the inferior divi-
ions of the vein. The existence of anastomosis
between the superficial and deep veins may retard
the coagplation of the blood, and render a fresh appli-
cation of the caustic necessary; the existence of
several varicose branclhes, or the development of a
varicose disposition in one set of veins, while the
others are being obliterated, may have the same
effect. In such case we must wait a few weeks
befor;e we have recourse to a second operation, be-
cauise M. Berard has remarked that the newly-dilated
veins often return to their normal state. The dis-
advantage of this mnode of treatment are fairly stated
by the author; in some cases we are forced to apply
the cauistic more than once, the pain is occasionally
severe, anid inflammation may come on, but this very
rarely terminates in suppuration. On the other hand,
these inconveniences are of rare occurrence, while
the method proposed is more simple, and certainly
more efficacious, than any other hitherto employed.
In one case only, out of more than 500 applications
of the caustic, did a fatal result ensue, and here the
caulse of death was traceable to circumstances whicl
are easily avoided.-Gaz. Med. de Paris, No. 4.

THE BAVARIAN SCHOOLS OF MEDICINE
SUSPENDED.

The Home Secretary of State in Bavaria has re-
cently forwarded an ordinance to the three universities
of that kingdom, enjoininig them to close all the schools
of medicine. The motives of this injunction are stated
to be the facts that more medical men exist than can
find occupation, and there are 700 applications to the
minister from yourg men who seek employment.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Friday, Feb. 11.

BILL FOR REGULATING THE 3MEDICAL PROFESSION.
Mr. HAWES wished to know if it were the intention

of the right honourable baronet, Sir James Graham,
to bring in any measure during the session for regu-
lating the medical profession.

Sir JAMES GRAHAM said that during the recess he
had directed his attention to the subject, and had
communicated with many parties -whom he thouiglht
likely to give useful information on it. He had it
under consideration to bring a measure on the subject
before the House during the progress of the session.

Monday, Feb. 14.
INTRA-MURAL SEPULTURE.

The Sheriffs of London, Mr. Alderman Magnay
and Mr. Rogers, presented a petition from the Lord
Mayor, aldermen, and commons of the city of
bondon, in common council assembled, praying that
the House would take into its seriouis consideration
some measures, by which the dangers to be appre-
hended from burying the dead in the crowded church-
yards of the metropolis might be prevented.

OBITUARY.
We regret to have to announce the death of the

venerable Dr. Yelloly, which took place on Tuiesday,
the 1st of February. Dr. Yelloly commenced public
life as physician to the London Hospital, and lecturer
on the practice of physic. He was one of the founders
of the Medico-Chinrrgical Society, one of its most
zealous suipporters, and contributed many papers to
its transactions. About twenty years ago Dr. Yelloly
removed trom London to Norwich, and was subse-
quently appointed physician to the Norfolk and Nor-
wich Hospital; here he devoted muich of his attention,
in conjunction with hiis colleague, Mr. Crosse, to the
subject of urinary calculi. In one of the volumes of
the " Philosophical Transactions" he puiblished a
valuable analysis of the unrivalled Norwich collection.
Few men possessed a finer philosophical taste-than
Dr. Yelloly, and no one ever continued the pursuit of
medical science, for its own sake, more uniformly
during a long life. Dr. Yclloly enjoyed the friendship
of Dr. Marcet, Dr. Roget, anid many other eminent
men in the profession, and had gained the respect of
an extensive circle of acquaintances. He was a man,
excellent in puiblic and private life, whose place
amongst us will not be easily filled up.
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ERRATUM.
In No. 72, page 386, col. 2, line 59, for a whole

twelvemonth, read " a -whole month." The reader is
requested to make this correctioil in Mr. Bulley's
case of osseous tumouir of the abdomen.
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