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Trusting the profession may be unanimous in the
support of a bill so greatly calculated to forward their
interests and increase their political and professional
status,

I remain, Gentlemen,
Very obediently yours,

PHILOS.

ON THE

VARIETIES OF CRANIAL PRESENTATION.

To the Editors of the Provincial Medical and Surgical
Journal.

GENTLEMEN,-In my paper which appeared in the
last number of the Journal, I quoted some statistics of
Dr. Simpson's in reference to the relative frequency of
the different cranial presentations. These statistics
were taken from a review of Dr. Miller's book " On
Midwifery," in the Briti1h and Foreign Medico- Chirur-
gical Review. Dr. Simpson has since written to nme
on the subject, and has sent me a copy of the original
pamphlet, from which the statistics mentioned in the
review were taken. From this it appears that there has
been some unaccountable error in the figures quoted in
the Revietv. Thus it has been stated that the whole
number of Dr. Simpson's cases was 668 instead of 335;
also that there were 256 cases belonging to the second
presentation instead of the first, and 76 cases belonging
to the fourth instead of to the third; so that the results
of Dr. Simpson's statistics corroborate those of the
German accoucheurs instead of contradicting them.
When I wrote my paper I had not seen these lectures
of Dr. Simpson's, in consequence of their having been
published some years ago, in the Northern Jouqzal of
Medicine, (which has since ceased to exist,) and I was
thus led into the error which Dr. Simpson has kindly
furnished me the means of correcting.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

J. G. SWAYNE.
12, York Place. Clifton,

February 25, 1852.

To the Editor of the Provincial MIedical andl Surgical
Journal.

SIR,-Allow me to reply to Dr. Swayne's article
" On the Varieties of Cranial Presentation," as lie
therein cites Dr. Simpson as an authority which will
support his own views.
That he is in error will be at once apparent from

the subjoined table, in which are giiven Dr. Swayne's
statistics, (from his article,) and those of Dr.
Simpson, as first published in the Northern Journal of
Medicine, April, 1846, which have recently appeared
in " Churchill's Manual," 1850, p. 165.

Swayne. Simpson.
lat position 247 in 286 or 86.3 per cent. 256 in 335 or 76. per cent
2nd ,, 28in 286or 9.7 ,, I in 335 or (.29 ,,
3rd ,, 3 in 286 or 1.0 ,, 76 in 335 or °°2.
4th ,, Sin 286 or 2.7 ,, 2 in 335 or 0.53

I have, moreover, Dr. Simpson's authority for stating,
hat his experience up to the present time accords with

the above, as to the great preponderance (99 in 100) of
the first and third positions; that the second and fourth
rarely, if ever, occur, unless the head of the child be
unusually snmall, or the pelvis of the mother unusually
large, or some other abnormal condition be present,-
e. g., the passage of the rectum into the pelvis on the
right side.
On further comparison of Dr. Swayne's letter with

the article above referred to, I find that Dr. Simpson
agrees with Naegele on the frequency of rotation of the
head of the foetus in occipito-posterior positions rather
than with Dr. Swayne. In the seventy-six cases of the
third position, rotation was observed in seventy-four;
Naegel' observed it in ninety-three out of ninety-six
cases.
We cannot, therefore, admit Dr. Swayne's conclusion,

"that the difficulties which are said to attend such
(occipito-posterior) positions are more theoretical than
practical;" nor his explanation that they are believed
in, " from making comparisons of dried pelves and
crania." From such a mode of study we may indeed
assume, that a head will pass where it is difficult and
often impossible, as from the fourth position. Or, again,
may be likely to agree with Dr. Swavne, that " the
second presentation (position) is in every way similar to
the first." But there is little danger of practical error
in concluding that the same difficulties which oppose
the ready passage of the dry head through the dry
pelvis, exist in the recent pelvis where the bones are
covered, and other organs in situ. We shall allow very
little for " the very great alteration which may take
place in the shape of a child's head during labour," if
we rely on the experiments of Baudelocque, who found
that compression of the head of a foetus to an extent
greater than four lines produced fracture of the craniium,
and that the force required was sufficient to bend a
strong pair of forceps.

Dr. Swayne's method of diagnosis seems very simple.
If others can confirm his observations in practice, (I
have not at present the opportunity,) a notice to that
effect in your journal would be valuable and a just
acknowledgement to Dr. S., meanwhile the modes pro-
pose4 by Dr. Simpson-the movements of the foetus,
the sounds of the feetal heart, the tactile examination of
the child's head-being independent, may be useful as
a test.

Your obedient Servant,
WILLIAM OGLE.

Student of Medicine.
Edinburgh, 150, George Street,

February 25, 1852.

MR. HUGHES AND MR. NOBLE.

To the Editor of the Provincial Medical and Surgical
Journal.

SIR,-In your publication of last week I find the same
lengthy correspondence as appeared in the Lancet and
Medical Times and Gazette, in which I am courteously
described as a person notoriously disqualified. The facts
are these:-I attended Mrs. 0. C. in her confinement;
all went on well for seven days, when she was suddenly
attacked with symptoms of puerperal mania. A mes-
senger was despatched to me in great haste, btbt did not
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arrive or deliver the message. Mr. 0. C., tired of
waiting, consulted Mr. McG., a chemist and druggist,
(Mr. Noble's Poor-law vaccinator,) hence Mr. N's. visit,
but I arrived at the house soon after MIr. Noble's
departure. I beg to state that the case never was
Mr. N.'s, (but indirectly.) Being of opinion that the
case was of a more serious nature than what Mr. Noble
represented it to be, I advised Mr. Windsor to be sent
for, when her attendants sent for him, he not being
aware of Mr. Noble having visited her previously.

Respecting my own qualifications, I would just add,
that I have served a regular apprenticeship to the
profession, and completed the full course of lectures
required by the College of Surgeons, and I intend
presenting myself for examination as soon as my cir-
cumstances will allow me to do so. The Medical Times
states, that all persons practising as apothecaries without
the Apothecaries' license are irregular practitioners. I
am fully convinced that Mr. Noble is in the habit of
meeting persons in consultation who have no legal
medical qualifications.

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant,
WILLIAM HUGHES.

15, Chatham Street, Piccadilly, Manchester.
January 30, 1852.

MEDICAL, BENEVOLENT FUND.

We are requested by Mr. Newnham to insert the
following remarks on the Benevolent Fund and notice
of the forthcoming dinner of this charity:

This fund is truly catholic in its nature, its operation
extending to the entire kingdom of Great Britain, and
requiring only that the recipients of its bounty be
regularly educated-medical men or their families, and
that they be in distress, and of good moral character.

It is not a provident society, in which a certain
subscription constitutes a member, and membership
gives a claim for relief; but it is purely a charitable
institution, and extends its aid to every authenticated
case of misery. It is the only society in the kingdom
for the immediate relief of the temporary embarrassment
of medical men, or for those frequent emergencies to
which humanity- must ever be liable, in spite of the
utmost providence and foresight. Its benefits are con-
ferred not simply on medical men themselves, but on
their widows and orphans. The eyed widows, too, are
not forgotten, and annuities are granted to these, as
circumstances admit, out of the income arising from
the donation or accumulating fund; and in this way,
wherever, from straitened circumstances, there is emizbar-
rasment-wherever sickness has deprived a family of
the means of their support-wherever death has left a
household in a state of destitution and helplessness,
oftentimes in a state of starvation-wherever the sting
of misery is to be assuaged, or the feeble efforts of
penury are to be encouraged or sustained-and, finally,
wherever the bed of death is to be softened, and the
last hours of life are to be irradiated by the bright ray

of charity, there is the peculiar sphere of operation of
the Medical Benevolent Fund.

Lorndon, 46, Princes Street, Soho.
Dear Sir,-I have the pleasure to inform you that

the Right Honourable the Earl of Carlisle has consented
to preside at the dinner in behalf of the Medical
Benevolent Fund, to be held at the London Tavern, on
Thursday, the 20th of May, 1852. The Committee
will esteem it a favour if you will become a steward on
that occasion. The expense is limited to a guinea, the
price of a ticket.

I am, dear Sir,
Yours very faithfully,

W. NEWNHAM,
Treasurer and Ilonorary Secretary of the Fund.

P.S. The Treasurer requests that each individual
subscriber will consider the above invitation as sent to
himself, and will be obliged by a communication stating
if it be the intention of the subscriber to honor the
dinner with his presence; or, if without such intention,
he would like to take a dinner ticket in aid of the
charity.

W. NEWN'HAM.

APPOINTMENTS.

Joseph Tovnbee, Esq., has been elected Consulting
Aural Surgeon to the Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb.
It is, we believe, the largest establishment of the kind
in the world. This is the first time that any surgeon
has been appointed especially to examine the children
in reference to their' deaf-dumbness, and, we doubt
not, that much good to the profession will result from
this appointment.

Dr. Shaw, of the Bombay Medical Service, has been
appointed Deputy Assay-Master at Madras.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

Tlle examination of candidates for Fellowships, in
classics, mathematics, and French, will be held in the
first week in March, and the professional examination
for Fellowships in the first week in April. The follow-
ing will be the subjects of examination :-In Classics-
Either of the following Greek and Latin authors-
Herodotus, book 3; the Iliad, book 6; Virgil's JEneid,
book 8; and Livy. In Mathematics - arithmetic,
algebra, as far as to include the doctrine of proportions
and simple equations, wvith one or two unknown
quantities; Euclid, books 1, 2, and 3 ; hydrostatics,
acoustics, and optics. In French-translations into
English of passages from one of the French classical
writers.

SOCIETY OF APOTHECARIES.
The following gentlemen were admitted members on

Thursday, February 12;-William Maxwell Burham,
Wath-upon-Dearne; John Kent Spender, Bath;
James Strange Biggs, Devizes, Wilts.
The following gentlemen were also admitted members
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