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knife then present themselves for use; but, -from the
immense hzemorrhage which takes place if these tumours
are cut into, the former is the most in vogue. If the
knife is used, the rule laid down by Cooper should be
adhered to-" not to cut into the tumour, but to cut it
out;" and the whole must be taken away, else what
is left will certainly continue to grow as before.. Mr.
Keate first applied the ligature for the cure of this
disease; and he has been followed by many other
eminent surgeons, as the cases related in " The Mirror "
show, with great success. Lancet, 1850, Vol. I.,
p. 127, 129, 246, 421; Vol. II., p. 31. 1852, Vol. 1.,
p. 74.

Stricture of the Urethra.

GEORGE HUMPAGE, aged 40, affected with stricture
of the urethra, admitted into the Queen's Hospital
October 25th, under the care of Mr. Parker. On
examination, his bladder was found greatly distended;
he complained of much pain, and a constant desire to
pass water, which he couild only ,do by drops. The
urine was clear and did not deposit. He could not
sleep at night, and his countenance was haggard, and
showed signs of acute and long-continued suffering.
His bowels were moved daily, but his appetite was
gone. It appeared that he had experienced much
difficulty in passing his water during the last two years;
that he had neglected it, and in consequence had
become gradually unable to make the slightest stream.
He had frequently suffered from gonorrhoea. On a
bougie being introduced, the whole of the urethra was
found to be in a hardened, semi-cartilaginous state, and
the smallest instrument could not be passed more than
three inches and a half. As the patient complained
very bitterly, it became a question what treatment
should be adopted; but a sufficient quantity of urine
passing during the twenty-four hours, Mr. Parker
ordered a bougie to be introduced daily, and suffered to
remain a short time, while the patient took five grains
of soap and opiuim pill at bed-time.

This treatment was continued until Nov. 15th, an
occasional dose of castor oil being required to regulate
the bowels. The bougie would pass about four inches,
but was then stopped by an impediment harder than
anything which had been overcome. A small silver
catheter was now used; and in two or three days it
could be rea(lily passed as far as the membranous
portion. He was now put in a warm bath daily, and
oxfftwo or three occasions had leeches applied to the
perineum, the catheter being used after each bath. On
Nov'bMber 26th, No. 6 catheter was passed fairly into
the bladder, and a considerable quantity of urine takein
(away. The instrument was allowed to remain for an
hour. On November 30th it was again introduced,
secured by tapes, and kept in the bladder about tllirty-
sibhours, during which time suppuration was estab-
lished; and on its removal the patient, in a few davs,
could make water with great facility, and in almost as
good a stream as he ever could. On his discharge he
was free of pain, much increased in weight, and his
countenance q'hnwed Poinoe of the haggard appearance it

did on admission. No. 8 catheter could also be passed'
with perfect ease. He was advised to have a bougie
passed at intervals for some time.

Concerning the treatment of strictured urethra there
has always been a great variety of opinion; and at the
present time the differences do not seem much dimin-
ished, each party advocating their own peculiar treat-
ment. It seems, however, proper that this should be
swayed by concomitant circumstances, and that the state
of the urethra as regards its denseness, its irregularity,
its cartilaginons condition, and the fact of there being a
false passage (if such be the case) should be taken into
consideration. But- it is tolerably certain, that so long
as a patient makes a sufficient quantity of water, although
guttatim, the knife should not be resorted to, as no in-
cision can be made without some risk of unpleasant
consequences; and this is the more evident, when other
and milder procedure not calculated to bring life into
danger, will effect the desired object. Cooper says:-
" The cure by dilatation may be regarded as that which,
on the whole, retains the greatest share of approbation,
and in the case reported (as bad a one as could well
occur) the use of the catheter and bougie succeeded
admirably. Had sudden retention occurred, or had
not a sufficient quantity of urine passed, the knife
would have been requisite. Liston remaiks, in speaking
of the treatment of stricture by the catheter:-" There
are few strictures indeed which will not yield to this
treatment;" and afterwards, " incision of stricture may
be required in retention, scarcely otherwise."

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 1852.

A TRIAL has recently taken place at the
AMarylebone County Court, which presents
matter of considerable importance to provincial
practitioners, especially those who are engaged
in consultation practice.

It appears th-at AMr. BRowN, a consulting-
surgeon residing in London, was summoned a
clistance of 1.50 miles to visit a patient, for
which his charge was £39. 7s. Gd. This demand
was resisted by the patient's friends, as exor-
bitant! For the plaintiff, several witnesses
were called, who spoke of the customary fees of
Loudon physicians and surgeons for country
visits, as varying from lOs. 6d. and upwards per
mile; stating also that the amount charged in
the case in question was below the average fee.
The reflections suggested by this transaction

point to the necessity which exists for some-
thing like regularity in the demands of metro-
politan consulting practitioners. Now that
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labour and time expended in travelling are both
so much curtailed by railways, it would not, of
course, be reasonable to adlhere to the old post-
ing fee. of £1. ls. per mile; but it is eqtually
unreasonable, as well as undignified, that a
London consulting-practitioner should travel, in
proportion to distance, for less than a provincial
physician or suirgeon of repute would think
himself entitled to demand. To do so is to
take a most unfair advantage of the, in mnany
cases, foolish prejudice in favour of miietropolitan
advice. As regards the sum charged by AMr.
BROWN, it is small in comparison w"ith the
charges of those physicians and surgeons who
are most frequently summoned from London;
and it betrays a most despicable meanness on
the part of the defendant to dispute a demand
so liberal. It is plain that Mr. BnOwx had exer-
cised a charitable consideration for his patient.

It is obviously of great importance to the
mutual good understandincg of prov-incial and
metropolitan practitioners that nothing like
" underselling " should be countenanced, but
that, except under special circumstances, some
uniform rate of charge should be, made; and we
are inclined to agree with one of our London
contemporaries that half a guinea per miile " out"
by railway would be both equitable towards the
patient and honourable towards the country
physician and consulting-surgeon. We allude,
of course, here, to those whonm a well-earned
reputation has placed Iiigh in the confidence of
the profession. Thlre are, we are aware, not a
few in the great Babylon who endeavour, by
sundry more clever than creditable manceuvres,
to secure a consultation practice, which would
-never reach them in a more legitimate way. It
wei vain to expect such to adhere to any recog-
nized rule of conduct whether pecuniary or
otherwise. Amiong these latter it need hardly
be said, we do not class M1r. BRowN.

"Et uitw.5.
Medical Aspects of Death, and the MIedical Aspects of

the Human Mind. By JAMES BOWER HARRISON,
M.R.C.S.L., &c., formerly one of the Resident
Medical Officers of the Manchester Royal Infirmary,
&c., &c.

IN this little volume Mr. Harrison presents us
with a couple of remarkably readable and plea-
.santly-written essays on two subjects, neither

of which it is easy to treat pleasantly. In his
preface, the author naively observes that he has
"never thought it essential that a book should
be dry in order to be useful." W,e think that
he has produced a useful book; we are sure that
he has not added to the stock of dry ones.

In the first essay, the premnonitory signs of
death, the several modes in which death is
occasioned, and the indications of death having
really taken place, are discussed with an absence
df disagreeable detail, and yet with a fulness of
description that bespeak a skilful and not un-
practised hand. We do not know of any other
work in which the unprofessional reader could
meet with the same information so intelligibly
and pleasingly conveyed, nor in which the
medical man would find the subject so appositely
garnished with anecdotes and classical quotations.
The following is interesting:

" In order to provide against premature interment,
the Romans are said to have waited seven days before
they interred the dead; those who had charge of the
corpse calling the name of the deceased many times in
a loud voice. It was this custom whicb constituted
the Conclamatio. Just before the body was finally
buried, the name was again loudly called; and then it
was considered proper to enter on the funeral ceremo-
nies. Terence makes allusion to this custom, when he
says:-

'Dcsire,-jam conclamatum est.'"
Those who dread the possibility of premature

interment will be glad to read our next quotation:
" It would seem, then, that the indications of death

are sufficiently marked to render it improbable that
premature interment can often take place; and whenever
this occurs, it must be the result of great carelessness,
ignorancej and haste."

We recollect a case of cholera in which consi-
derable excitement was occasioned in the mind
of the public by the circumstance of the corpse
becoming warm some hours after death. The
not infrequent occurrence of this phenomenfon
after death from cholera does not escape notice
in the work before us.
We extract the following for its practical

bearing. It indicates the professional acumen
of the coroner for Middlesex, and suEciently
proves the desirableness of selecting members or
the medical profession to fill the important office
of coroner.
"A man, wlho had just been married, got into a dis-

pute with one of his own party, and was knocked dpwn
by a blow. Eventually he was able to rejoin his party;
but it was observed that whilst engaged at his dinner he
hastily got up and went out of the room. A friend fol-
lowed him, but immediately returned to announce that
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