
First phase 1 
trials in humans

MVA85A is first 
tested in animals

Porton 
Down 
macaque 
study ends 

Porton Down 
macaque study 

is published

Independent systematic review concludes 
that the animal studies do not provide 

evidence to support efficacy of MVA85A

Study in rhesus 
macaques starts 
at Porton Down
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Grant application to the 
Wellcome Trust says efficacy 

of MVA85A has been: 
First phase 2 
safety trial in 
infants starts

£

demonstrated in 3 preclinical 
models: mice, guinea pigs 
and non-human primates

Letter from Hill and McShane 
to Oxford University says MVA85A: 

does not consistently enhance protection 
in the murine model to an extent that can 
be reliably detected with small group sizes2008
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Investigators brochure says there 

is “evidence of protection” of 
MVA85A in four animal models. 

Less favourable data from mice, 
guinea pigs and the Porton Down 

macaques not included

IB
Updated investigators brochure says 
MVA85A’s protective effect has been 

seen in four animal models. It contains 
data and results of one statistical test 

from the Porton Down study but not the 
Kaplan-Meier survival curves or statistics

“
”

“
”

Oxford University signs 
deal with Emergent 

Biosolutions to jointly 
develop MVA85A

A presentation to Aeras lists studies in 
cows, mice, macaques, and guinea pigs. 
It mentions the Porton Down study but 

doesn’t say how many macaques 
survived and for how long

Oxford University announces 
South African efficacy trial of 

MVA85A in infants

South Africa's MCC 
gives final approval for 
the efficacy trial in 
infants

Enrolment of infants 
in South African 
efficacy trial ends

Phase 2 efficacy trial in infants starts 
in South Africa. Parents are told that:

Grant application for an efficacy trial in 
HIV positive adults says MVA85A has been 

shown to be more protective than BCG 
alone in four animal models. The Porton 

Down study is not mentioned

£ MVA85A has been tested in animals 
and was shown to be safe and effective“ ”

MVA85A Study Timeline Visual summary
Trials of the TB vaccination booster MVA85A  have been carried out with 
nearly 2800 infants to date. This timeline shows the seeming disconnect 
between the publication dates of the (largely unfavourable) animal studies 
and the continuation of the human studies. The ommission of animal 
studies in investigator brochures is also shown.
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None of the animal studies were 
mentioned in the October 2006 
investigator brochure, despite 
several being already published

2008
MAY

All share the same description of the data
Investigator brochures

These three 
studies do not 
show benefit 
from an MVA85A 
boost and 
are not fully 
referenced in 
any Investigator 
brochures

Studies showing no effect in mice, 
guinea pigs, and primates were 
mentioned for the first time in the 
Nov 2008 investigator brochure.
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Human studies continued to 
recruit, even after animal 

studies with no evidence of an 
effect were included

These two studies show 
show a positive trend and 
are referenced even 
before publication 

These three studies, 
with irrelevant 
treatiment regimes, 
are included from 
2008

Not all raw data from Sharpe et al is included ― 
Kaplan-Meier survival plot cannot be derived 
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