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Advanced gastric cancer
While the incidence of cancer of the stomach is undoubtedly
decreasing, it remains the third commonest cause of death
from malignant disease in Britain, exceeded only by tumours
of the lung and of the large bowel. Usually the disease is
diagnosed only at a relatively advanced stage, and the prognosis
is often gloomy. Brookes et al,l for example, in a survey of
5441 cases in the Birmingham Regional Cancer Registry,
found a total five-year survival of just under 500. A quarter
of the patients had had radical "curative" surgery, and their
five-year survival was 15.6%. For the 16% of patients sub-
mitted to palliative operations the five-year survival fell
to 1 4%; and survival dwindled to near zero for the remain-
ing patients-over half the total-who were subjected to
laparotomy only or to no surgical procedure whatsoever.
Hawley et al,2 in a study of 205 resections for cancer of the
stomach, found a crude five-year survival of 19-4°/0; this
fell to 11% in those patients with lymph node invasion,
and no patient with resection for linitis plastica survived
for more than two years after gastrectomy.

Naturally the surgeon rejoices in the occasional patients
who are saved by radical surgery from an untimely and
unpleasant death, but he realises that most of his patients
will be incurable when he first sees them or will develop
recurrences after his attempt at curative surgery. The present
surgical philosophy is that the best palliation is obtained
if the primary growth can be removed, even though infiltra-
ted lymph nodes or more distant metastases are left behind.
Inberg et a13 have recently reviewed over 2500 cases of
gastric carcinoma treated in Finland over 27 years. This
form of cancer is particularly prevalent in Finland, ranking
with Japan, Chile, and Iceland for an unenviable record.
During the period of their study there was a trend towards
attempting palliative resection wherever possible, and they
found a 12.6% three-year survival figure after palliative
subtotal gastrectomy. It is a common surgical experience
that gastrojejunostomy often provides relatively poor pallia-
tion for an advanced obstructing growth at the pyloric end
of the stomach: if resection is at all possible it gives a superior
quality of life in addition to a better chance of longer survival.
An unresectable growth at the cardia may be bypassed,
but this requires an extensive thoracoabdominal operation,
and in these circumstances most surgeons rely on intubation.
Prognosis is poor, with an average expectation of life of only
three or four months and a maximum of less than a year.4
When the patient returns with further symptoms after
radical resection of a gastric tumour the prognosis may
seem very gloomy indeed, but this is not invariably so.
Ellis and Jayasekara5 recently reviewed a carefully selected
group of 23 patients at Westminster Hospital with suspec-
ted recurrent disease after attempted curative resection for
gastric carcinoma who were submitted to a "second look"
laparotomy. Three were found to have hopeless dissemina-
tion. Ten had palliative procedures performed which relieved
their dysphagia, vomiting, or jaundice. Four had recurrences
resected, and one had a second primary of the gastric stump
excised. No fewer than six were found to have altogether
benign lesions: two strictures, a stomal ulcer, an afferent
loop syndrome, malfunction of the pylorus after an upper
partial gastrectomy, and finally a chronic sterile abscess in
the abdominal wall together with small bowel adhesions
producing a subacute obstruction. Of this benign group,
two remained well two and four years after surgery, one
had been lost to follow-up, and the remaining three developed

frank recurrent disease and died eight months, one year,
and four years after their second operation. Only one of the
patients who underwent resection ofrecurrent disease achieved
a reasonable survival, remaining well at three years, though
other surgeons have from time to time reported encouraging
long-term survival after resection of recurrent, metastatic, or
metachronous cancers in cases of this sort. In such a common
condition as gastric cancer, so filled with gloom, the surgeon
should be on his guard not to overlook the occasional case
where some benign lesion mimics recurrent cancer or where
recurrent disease is itself amenable to further worthwhile
surgery.

Radiotherapy is not often of value for the surgically hopeless
patient with gastric cancer. The role of cytotoxic drugs then
has been fully reviewed by Comis and Carter.6 Among the
standard anticancer agents only a few have been adequately
evalauted, and just three (5-fluorouracil, mitomycin C,
and bis-chloronitrosourea) seem to be of clinical value in
disseminated gastric cancer; the combination of 5-fluorouracil
and bis-chloronitrosourea appears to be promising. Hard
information is, however, lacking; further studies designed
specifically for gastric cancer are needed, not only with new
drugs but with the numerous agents already available and
known to be active against other solid tumours.
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After type B hepatitis
Although most people probably think ofviral hepatitis as being
an acute self-limiting illness, it is now clear that an attack ofacute
type B ("serum") hepatitis may be followed by chronic liver
disease in a substantial proportion of patients. For instance, in a
study of 112 patients with HBsAg-positive acute viral hepatitis
Nielsen et all found that antigenaemia lasted over 13 weeks in 11,
and of these eight developed active chronic hepatitis and two
chronic persistent hepatitis. The reason for the variable clinical
outcome and way in which the virus leads to liver damage are
not yet clear, but clues are emerging from recent studies on the
humoral and cellular response to hepatitis B virus infections.
The virus has at least two distinct antigens, one on the surface

(HBsAg) and one in the core (HBcAg). In acute hepatitis serum
antibodies to the core (HBcAb) develop shortly after the surface
antigen is detected in the blood, and thereafter the HBsAb
appears as an early (secondary) or late (primary) immune re-
sponse.2 3 Surveys of healthy people in different areas have
shown 4 5 that between 7% and 42% of the population have
detectable levels of HBsAb, indicating previous exposure to
hepatitis B virus, though in most cases this was transient and
subclinical. Nevertheless, the antibody probably confers some
immunity to further infection, depending on the virus subtype
and the titre ofantibody in the serum. This view is supported7 8
by the protective role of injection of antibody to HBsAg and
active immunisation with killed virus. A cell-mediated immune
response to HBsAg has also been shown by studies of blast cell
transformation9 10 and the leucocyte migration test.4
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