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OBITUARY NOTICES

J M BARNES
CBE, BA, MB, BCHIR

Dr J M Barnes, director of the MRC Toxi-
cology Unit, Carshalton, died on 24 Septem-
ber after a short illness. He was 62.
John Morrison Barnes was born on 12

January 1913, the son of Dr A E Barnes,
professor of
medicine at Shef-
field University.
After being edu-
cated at Repton
he went to

_ s Trinity Hall,
Cambridge. He
took the BA in
1933 and gradu-
ated in medicine
in 1936, having

A done his clinical
studies in Shef-
field. After house
appointments at

the Sheffield Royal Infirmary he joined the
staff of Sir William Dunn School of Path-
ology, Oxford, under Professor (later Lord)
Florey. There he worked on lymphocytes and
carried out the initial toxicity tests on penicil-
lin. He then joined Professor J Trueta at the
Nuffield Department of Orthopaedic Surgery,
Oxford, and worked on limb ischaemia, the
absorption of bacterial toxins from tissues,
and the treatment of burns. In 1942 he
joined the RAMC and spent the next three
years at the Defence Establishment, Porton,
reaching the rank of lieutenant-colonel. Since
that time his advice was continuously sought
by the Ministry of Defence and over many
years he served as a member and sometimes
as chairman of their various advisory com-
mittees.

In 1947 he became the first director of the
MRC Toxicology Unit, a post he held until
his death. The emphasis of his unit was
always on the mode of action of toxic sub-
stances. A wide range of compounds was
examined, and his own studies included re-
search on the toxicology of beryllium,
organophosphorus compounds, organotin
compounds, the nitrosamines, and carbon
disulphide. His interest and expertise in the
safety of pesticides were shown when he
made a worldwide survey for WHO and
produced a booklet of lasting value, Toxic
Hazards of Certain Pesticides to Man (WHO
Monograph 16). The unit became a WHO
international reference centre for the evalua-
tion of the toxicity of pesticides in 1967. In
addition to his work for WHO on pesticides
he was closely associated with the Ministry
of Agriculture's pesticides safety precautions
scheme from its inception. He sat on
numerous committees concerned with all
aspects of occupational and environmental
exposure and was a member of the British
National Committee for Problems of the
Environment. Occupational hazards parti-
cularly attracted his attention and he served

on many standards commissions of the
British Occupational Hygiene Societv.
Indeed, he was the natural person to include
in any body drawing up a code of practice or
laying down conditions for handling toxic
materials. His pre-eminence in the field of
toxicology was recognised when he was ap-
pointed CBE in 1962.
He served on the editorial board of several

scientific journals and was made visiting pro-
fessor of pharmacology at King's College,
London, in 1967. As a unit director he was
outstanding, largely because in his relations
with others he was always open and friendly
with a total absence of pomp. His actions
were always aimed to encourage the develop-
ment of individuals and much less concerned
with any grand strategy or personal ambi-
tion. Perhaps his most characteristic personal
feature was his modesty. During his long
period as director none of his colleagues ever
heard him boast of his very real achieve-
ments. All will miss his unobtrusive presence.
He is survived by his wife, a daughter, and
two sons, one of whom is medically quali-
fied.-WNA, HBS, RHST.

The Editor of the BM7 writes: The BM7
and its readers are deeply indebted to John
Barnes for the expert advice he gave in our
columns for over 20 years. The subjects he
made specially his own were often knocked
about in public controversy. Among them
were the toxicity of insecticides and food
additives, the risk to health of environmental
pollutants such as lead, and the safety of
artificial sweeteners such as saccharin. To a
discussion of the facts he brought scrupulous
scholarship and dispassionate judgment.
Where others strayed into enthusiasm or
error, he was firmly grounded in commnon
sense. As leader writer, reviewer, or referee
his opinions were thus always reliable and
his conclusions persuasive. Among the multi-
tude of experts on which the BM7 gratefully
relies John Barnes covered an exceptionally
intricate field of learning, and in it was
unique.

R W STEWART
MB, BCH, BAO

Dr R W Stewart, who was formerlv in
general practice at Buxton, Derbyshire, died
on 28 September after a long illness. He
was 75.

Robert William Stewart was born on 18
October 1899, the son of a schoolmaster, and
qualified from Queen's University, Belfast,
in 1923. After a post at the West London
Hospital and an assistantship in general prac-
tice at Leek, Staffordshire, he entered
practice on his own account at Buxton,
Derbyshire, in 1927. He was appointed
honorary physician to the Devonshire Rovat
Hospital for Rheumatic Diseases and became
a member of the medical staff of Buxton
District Hospital and Corbar Hall Maternity

Hospital. He retired from general practice
and from his other appointments in 1965.
Dr Bob, as he was known, was a man of

few words, a good listener, and beloved of
his patients. During the second world war
he served as a medical officer in the RAF,
reaching the rank of squadron leader and
being mentioned in dispatches. He took an
active part in the life of Buxton, being a
divisional surgeon in the St John Ambulance,
a member of the borough council, and chair-
man of the High Peak Mortuarv committee
when the modern mortuary was built. A keen
Rotarian, he was president in 1953, and was
also president of the local football club for
a number of years. For some time he was a
deacon at Buxton Congregational Church.
His hobbies were shooting and fishing, at
which he was an expert. He is survived by
his wife Clara, who was his partner in prac-
tice, and by three daughters, the eldest of
whom is in general practice and the other
two State-registered nurses.-GJG

Major-General Sir GORDON COVELL
CIE, MD, DTM&H, IMS(Ret)

Sir Gordon Covell, the distinguished
authority on the hygiene of malaria, died at
his home at Taunton on 4 October. He
was 87.
Gordon Covell was born on 20 October

1887 and educated at the King's School,
Canterbury, and at Guy's Hospital, where he
qualified MB, BS in 1913. He passed into

the IMS by ex-
amination in
January 1914 and
served on the
East Africa front

4< in the first world
war, gaining a
mention in dis-
patches. In 1922
he took the
DTM&H with
distincton a n d
proceeded MD m
1923. In 1927 a

[Courtesy of the Weilcome permanent organ-
Trustees] isation for com-

bating malaria in India was proposed bv
Christophers, and John Sinton, VC, was ap-
pointed first director of the Malaria Survey
of India with Covell as his first assistant.
From that time onward Covell's life was
devoted to the study of the prevention of
malaria. In 1936 he succeeded Sinton as
director of the Malaria Survey of India and
became the first director of its successor, the
Malaria Institute of India at 'New Delhi, as a
lieutenant-colonel. He continued in that post
until his retirement, receiving two steps in
promotion as an "additional colonel and
major-general." During the second world war
he travelled widely on all tropical fronts,
instilling the Fairley doctrine of mepacrine
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prophylaxis into senior commanders with
great success.
From 1948 to 1958 he served as an expert

on the malaria committee of WHO. As
adviser in malaria to the British Ministry of
Health with headquarters at Horton his
opinion was sought on the siting of capitals
in Ethiopia and Pakistan. He had over 120
published papers to his credit and several
books. Covell was an outstanding authoritv
on the systematic structure and bionormcs
of the anophelines of India, including the
distribution and efficacy as vectors of the
various species. He carried out researches
into the epidem,iology of malaria both of
cities and of great rural areas. In his later
years his main interest lay in devising
methods for the eradication of malaria. In
1960 he received the Walter Reed medal of
the American Society of Tropical Medicine.
In 1961 he was awarded the Darling medal
by WHO and in 1971 the Manson medal by
the Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and
Hygiene. In 1939 he was appointed CIE and
in 1946 created a knight bachelor. He was
KHP from 1944 to 1947.
A tall spare figure, gentle to all and

popular with his fellow officers and pupils,
Covell had not an enemy in the world and
will be missed especially in post-separation
India and Pakistan, in both of which he was
persona grata. In the evening of his davs he
obtained much solace from listening to good
music. In 1920 he married Oona Macleod,
daughter of Colonel Kenneth Macleod of the
Indian Medical Service. There was one
daughter of the marriage and two sons, both
of whom are members of the medical pro-
fession.-GRMcR.

Sir SAMUEL A MANUWA
CMG, OBE, LLD, DSC, DLITT, MD, FRCS,
FRCP, FACS, FACP, FRSE

Sir Samuel Manuwa, the Oloye (Chief)
lyasere of Itebu-Manuwa, the former chief
medical adviser to the Federal Government
of Nigeria, pro-chancellor and chairman of
the council of Ibadan University, died peace-
fully in his sleep on 24 September at Lagos,
Nigeria. He was 72.
Samuel Layinka Ayodeji Manuwa was

born on 4 March 1903, the son of the
Reverend Benjamin Ilowo Manuwa. He was

educated at the
..CMS Granumar

King's College at
Lagos and gradu-
ated MB, ChB at
Edinburgh Uni-
versitv in 1926.
In that year he
was awarded the
Robert Wilson
memorial p r i z e
and medal in
chemristrv, and
also the Wellcome
prize and medal

in medicine. He proceeded MD in 1934. After
completing the course in tropical medicine at
Liverpool he joined the Colonial Medical
Service in Nigeria and soon was appointed
surgical specialist and senior specialist. His
surgical skill and clinical acumen became well
known all over Nigeria and he remained a

practising surgeon for 19 years, having re-

fused many offers of an administrative post
in the capital of the country. However, in
1948 he decided to accept the post of deputy
director of medical services and three years
later became the first Nigerian director and
then inspector general of medical services.
Since 1954 he was fully occupied in the
public service of his country. He was chief
medical adviser to the Federal Government
of Nigeria, member of the Privy Council of
the Federation of Nigeria, president of the
Association of Surgeons of West Africa and
president of the Association of Physicians of
West Africa, first commissioner of the
Federal Public Service Commission, and
representative of the African Mediterranean,
and Middle East branches of the Central
Council of the BMA. He was president in
1965-6 of the World Federation for Mental
Health, president of two international con-
gresses of tropical medicine, and honorary
fellow of the Royal Society of Tropical
Medicine and Hygiene. He was knighted in
1956 and in 1959 was awarded the John
Holt medal of Liverpool University. The
honorary LLD of Edinburgh University was
conferred on him in 1953 and he received
many other honours from the three Nigerian
universities.

Sir Sam, as he was affectionately known,
had a commanding personality, both physic-
ally and intellectually. Tall and athletic, with
a direct manner and a "Paul Robeson" kind
of voice, he had a unique knowledge of
medical administrative problems of Nigeria
and other African countries. Although sur-
gery was his first and greatest love, he
realised that his role as leader of the Nigerian
medical profession and as a spokesman for
the changing needs of health services of t-he
African developing countries was more im-
portant. During the past decade he was
particularly interested in medical education
and training and his influence in this sphere
was considerable. As one who promoted and
nurtured the work of medical field units in
Nigeria, he was deeply concerned in the
reshaping of basic health services according
to present needs. Much of t-he new
philosophy of health work in the African
region of WHO is due to his influence and
stimulus. He realised that co-ordination
between curative and preventive medicine
must aim at complete integration - through
numerous health centres in rural areas. He
fought for better planning and more adequate
resources to speed up the improvement of
health services and their staffing by adequate
auxiliary personnel. The participants of the
Athens International Congress on Tropical
Medicine and Malaria in 1973 heard his
passionate appeal for improvement of health
in rural areas of Africa as a factor of socio-
economic development.
He could be a stern master, but his judg-

ment was always tempered by understanding
and courtesy. Helping the younger members
of his staff and following their careers with
solicitude was one of Sir Samuel's most

endearing characteristics. This paternal care

for and pride in their achievements were

particularly obvious when he took part in the
academic life at Ibadan University as chair-
man of the council. His influence on many
bold innovations at the university extended
over various fields and he earned for himself
an enormous respect and affection. His
friendship once given was permanent and
generous. A man of outstanding ability and

courage, he was a towering figure in the
history of medical services of West Africa
and a symbol of orderly transition from the
colonial past to the powerful image of
African advance in all spheres of human
endeavour. His numerous friends in Britain,
in Africa, and all over the world will mourn
the passing of a great and good man.
-LJB-C

L POSNER
MRCS. LRCP

Dr Lewis Posner, who was in general prac-
tice in north London, died on 3 June. He
was 59.

Lewis Posner was born in London on 18
March 1916 and studied medicine at
University College, London, and St Mary's
Hospital, qualifying in 1943. After house
appointments he joined the RAMC and saw
active service as a major in Europe, North
Africa, and Palestine. He entered general
practice in 1948 and ran his singlehanded
practice in Hornsey until shortly before his
death. He was chairman of the North
Middlesex Division of the BMA and served
on the Middlesex executive council. A firm
believer in general practitioner hospital units,
as chairman of the Hornsey Central Hospital
he fought a hard battle to retain the hospital
as an integral part of local medical
amenities. He was particularly concerned
with the care of the elderly and was an
adviser to the Haringey Welfare Committee.
Lewis Posner was a skilled, devoted, and

enthusiastic family doctor who was a staunch
believer in family and community life. He
supported organisations such as the Boys'
Brigade and worked in close co-operation
with local churches of all denominations.
His relationship with his patients was based
on mutual trust and respect; he spared noth-
ing of himself for their good even when his
own health was failing. He will be sadly
missed by patients and colleagues alike. Dr
Posner is survived by his wife, son, and two
daughters, one of whom is a doctor.-ASK

VICTORIA R L STEWART
MB, CHB

Dr Victoria R L Stewart, who was formerly
in general practice in Perthshire, died on 20
September. She was 74.

Victoria Robina Lindsay Leslie was born
at Dundee on 23 November 1900 and
educated at Morgan Academy and St
Andrews University, where she graduated in
medicine in 1923. She entered singlehanded
general practice soon after and continued
there until the postwar period, when she
retired from active practice and moved home
to the Perthshire village of Rosemount to

continue in part-time practice. She was one

of the old school of medical practitioners
who have all but disappeared. She had an

astonishing rapport and sympathy with her
patients, many of whom were present at her
funeral and all of whom have lost not only
a superb general practitioner but a great
friend. Her death will leave a great gap in
the lives of many of us.
Dr "Leslie" married Mr Ashley Stewart in

1940 and he survives her.-JWI.
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