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total dynamized superannuable remunera-
tion. The added vears purchased would
contribute to the total dynamiized super-
annuable remuneration as though the actual
remuneration during those added years had
b.en at the current level. The total pension
would be 14%° of the total dynamized
remuneration (including that element applic-
able to the added years), the lump sum
would be tihree times the pension, and tihe
widow's pension would be one-half the
member's pension. (In the case of a married
man- and this applies to all members of
the scheme-the lumip sum is still reduced
in respect of service before March 1972
though the lump sum in respect of any
added years purchased is not reduced).
Whether it is advisable for an individual to
purchase added years depends upon his or
her personal circumstances but the following
particular observations may help.

(a) The basis on Which the cost of the
added years 'has been calculated does not
appear unreasonable for the totality of mem-
bers of the scheme.

(b) Members who choose to pay by in-
staliments will get tax relief on their addi-
tional contributions up to 9% of earnings
(being the 15 °O Inland Revenue maximum
less the 6% which is already payable). This
position may be affected if the member is
paying premiums towards a private retire-
ment annuity on which tax relief is allowed.

(c) Examples of the personal circum-
stances which could affect the choice of an
individuall are his likely salary progression
(bearing in mind opportunities for promo-
tion, etc.), his state of health, and his
marital status.

Urgent Choice

It is urgent that doctors make their choice
quickly because if they apply to purchase

added years before 19 October 1974
the cost will be based on age and
salary on 1 October 1972-or the date
cf entry to the scheme if later. Tihe Depart-
ment of Health has stated, however, that
provid.d t1here is no undu. delay an applica-
tion may still be accepted after 18 October
1974 and the calculations based on the 1
October 1972 figures. Nevertheless, an early
decision is important. Since the cost is
directly related to salary it will in many
cases be much cheaoer if the cost is based
on the 1 October 1972 salary. Should a
memrber decide in principle to purchase
added years, because it would be to his
advantage, that advantage would naturally
be greater if the calculation is based on his

1972 figures. In general terms the average
remuneration of doctors has increased by
about 12< during the two years in question.
Aparit frcm the salary consideration the
younger the age on which the figure is based
the less is tlhe cost. For instance, at age 50
the cost of one added year per £100 of
salary is 40p less than at age 52, which
represents a saving of 27',,.

Every doctor should consult the Depart-
ment's leaflet, find out thhe number of years
which he could purchase, and then calculate
the cost, bearing in mind any tax relief.
His next step should be to consult his
financial adviser before making a final de-
cision whether he should ipurchase any
added years.

B.M.A. Medical Students' Competition 1974
The B.M.A. has awarded the following
prizes:
Three prizes of £50 each for the follow-

ing entries:
Stephanie Germer of St. Bartholomew's

Hospital Medical College on "Why do
mothers not breast feed?"

Colin Ogden of University of Manchester
Medical School on "Metabolic aspects of
azo,taemiic renal osteodystrophy and the
effects of long-term haemodifalysis."

Joan M. Ritchie of Dundee University
Medical School on "Drug identification
using feature cards."
Two prizes of £20 each for the following

entries:
Stephen Rigden Green of Dundee Uni-

versity Medical School on "A Study on the
incidence of rickets in children of 0-3 years
preEenting at the outpatient department of
the Tulloch Memorial Hospital, Tangier."

Robert Wilkinson of Leeds University
Medical School on "Studies on the renal
handling and plasma concentration of oxa-
late in man."
A £10 book token to Teck Keong Khong

of Sheffield University Medical School for
his entry on "Acupuncture and pain relief:
a report on the clinical findings in patients
with chronic pain treated by acupuncture."

Correction

Armed Forces Committee
The report on the Armed Forces Committee
meeting in the "In Brief" column (28 September,
p. 821) stated that: "The Review Body had now
refused to recommend the same X factor for service
doctors, proposing instead a lower X factor of
6-25%o, with an upper limit of £300.25." This
should have read ". . . with an upper limit of £325."

Association Notices

Diary of Central Meetings
OCTOBER

9 Wed. Occupational Health Committee, 10 a.m.
11 Fri. Subcommittee on Remuneration (Ophthalmic Group Com-

mittee), 1 p.m.
11 Fri. Radiologists Group Committee, 2 p.m.
15 Tues. Joint Consultants Committee (at Royal College of Physicians

and Surgeons of Glasgow, Vincent Street, Glasgow), 10 a.m.
16 Wed. Private Practice Committee, 10.30 a.m.
16 Wed. Rural Practice Working Group (G.M.S.), 10.30 a.m.
16 Wed. Scottish Committee for Community Medicine (at 7 Drums-

heugh Gardens, Edinburgh), 10.45 a.m.
16 Wed. Rural Practices Subcommittee (G.M.S.), 2 p.m.
17 Thurs. General Medical Services Committee, 10 a.m.
18 Fri. Central Committee for Community Medicine.
23 Wed. Hospitals Subcommittee (G.M.S.), 2 p.m.
24 Thurs. Hospital Junior Staffs Group Council, 10 a.m.

Branch and Division Meetings to be Held
Members proposing to attend meetings marked* are asked to notify in advance
the honorary secretary concerned.

Blackpool and Fylde Division.-At Savoy Hotel, Blackpool, Wednes-
day, 9 October, Dr. F. A. Best: "Some Aspects of Gynaecology." (Preceded
by dinner, 7.30 p.m.*)

Bristol Division.-At nurses' training unit, Bristol Royal Infirmary
Tuesday, 8 October, 8.45 p.m., a.g.m. (Preceded by formal dinner, 7 for
7.15 p.m. Ladies are invited.*)
Exeter Division.-At Exeter Cathedral, Sunday, 13 October, 11.15 a.m.,

service for the medical profession and all working in health service.
Guildford Division.-At Guildford Medical Centre, Wednesday,

9 October, 8.15 p.m., jointly with I.R.M., Dr. Patrick McGrath: "The
Mentally Abnormal Offender." Guests are invited.
Hendon Division.-At Hendon Hall Hotel, Tuesday, 8 October,

8.30 p.m., five medical films (colour). Guests are invited.
Kingston-on-Thames Division.-At medical centre, Kingston Hos-

pital, Tuesday, 8 October, 8 for 8.30 p.m., talk by Mr. E. G. Scaife on his
experiences on location making films. Ladies are invited.
North Staffs Division.-At Hartshill Medical Institute, Tuesday,

8 October, 8 p.m., special meeting to discuss revision of Rule 9(b).
Reigate Division.-At postgraduate centre, Redhill General Hospital,

Tuesday, 8 October, 7.30 p.m., buffet supper meeting, Professor J. M.
Cameron: "Poisoning, Accident, Suicide, or Murder ?" Guests are invited.*
Rochdale Division.-At Bateman Postgraduate Centre, Birch Hill

Hospital, Monday, 7 October, 8.30 p.m., annual meeting, Dr. E. Grey-
Turner (Deputy Secretary, B.M.A.): "Patterns of Medicine in the E.E.C."
South-west Wales Division.-At Ivy Bush Royal Hotel, Carmarthen,

Saturday, 12 October, 7.30 p.m., a.g.m.; 8.30 p.m., chairman's address,
"Dips into the Past," followed by buffet supper. Ladies are invited.*

Staffordshire Branch.-At Tillington Hall, Stafford, Saturday, 12
October, 7.30 for 8 p.m., Branch centenary dinner and dance.*
Stockport Division.-At Alma Lodge Hotel, Tuesday, 8 October, 7.30

for 8 p.m., dinner meeting, jointly with B.D.A., Dr. A. J. Duxbury: "Effects
of Certain Drugs on Oral Tissues."*
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