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laparotomy but who was too ill to undergo resection at that
time.

R. W. Marcuson and J. A. Farman13 have now been able
to review 122 collected cases of ischaemic disease of the
colon. Of these, 98 were over the age of 50, and of the 24
younger patients three were diabetic and six were women
taking oral contraceptives. There were 103 cases of ischaemic
colitis and 16 examples of gangrene of the colon. All sites in
the large bowel were involved, including the rectum, but 71
of the cases involved the transverse colon, splenic flexure,
or descending colon. Unless there is evidence of spreading
peritonitis, in which case surgery must be undertaken, the
authors advise that all cases should be treated conservatively.
Nearly half will resolve and require no further treatment.
The remainder will develop stricture, but even some of these
may dilate as they mature, and surgery is indicated only for
obstruction or when malignant disease cannot be excluded.
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Tragic Dilemma
A recent case in the Hull juvenile court was concerned with
principles that have been the subject of much anxious debate
among doctors for some time. No transcript of evidence was
taken, but from press reportsl 2 the circumstances of the case
appear to be as follows. A baby boy of 13 months suffered
from spina bifida and hydrocephalus. In the opinion of medi-
cal consultants the baby needed surgical treatment to save
his life. The parents refused their consent to operation, and
the director of social services, acting under the Hull Social
Services Committee, therefore applied to the court for the
child to be taken into the care of the local authority. The
court made the required order, and after sitting in private
the social services committee gave its consent to the opera-
tion.
There can be no suggestion that anyone here had any but

the most scrupulous regard for the child's welfare. The law
was observed in the spirit and the letter, and it is clear that
all parties in the case acted from the highest motives. But in
this tragic dilemma of what was best for the baby the parents
and committee found themselves in irreconcilable opposition.

In a press interview with the parents3 the mother was re-
ported to have said:

"We love our son like any other parents, but we don't
want him to lie in hospital suffering operation after opera-
tion and be used as a guinea-pig. There is no religion in-
volved in this. We would be overjoyed if a miracle hap-
pened and he became well again. The terrible truth is that
he will never walk, no matter how many operations he has.
If he falls over while sitting up in bed, he remains in that

position until a nurse pushes him back again. It was heart-
breaking enough to learn that he was handicapped, without
doctors prolonging our agony. This dreadful dilemma could
befall any family at any time and they might find them-
selves getting the rubber stamp treatment. If courts and doc-
tors are going to decide about life, it won't be long before
they are sitting in judgment about death."

The view of the social services committee was given in the
following statement1:

"We had regard on the one hand to the fact that the
parents had refused to give their consent to the operation
and, on the other, the opinion of the medical consultants
that it is essential that the child should have this operation.
The local authority has a clear duty to have regard to the
welfare of the child in its widest sense and we are satis-
fied that in view of what the medical consultants have said
about this case that it will be in the child's best interests for
him to undergo this operation."
Local authorities are rarely called upon to seek statutory

powers to remove a child from its parents' control so that
it may have medical treatment to which the parents object.
The use of these powers is certainly something the medical
profession should scrutinize closely, for it is ultimately on
a medical man's authority that the law intervenes to sever
the closest of all human bonds, between parent and child.
Medical decisions with such painful implications are rarely
likely to be simple to reach, and one feature of any case that
must provoke the most careful thought is the expected re-
sults of treatment. When a child is sick and can be restored
to normal health by treatment, the advice a doctor should
give is much clearer than when the proposed treatment will
not restore the child to normal health. These are matters
that can be judged only in relation to each individual case.
The problem of what treatment-if any, in some circums-
stances-should be given to babies with gross congenital de-
fects4 can be difficult enough for a doctor to offer parents
frank advice on when he is confident that they are likely to
accept it. When he knows they do not agree with him the
burden of decision is all the heavier.
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Corticosteroids in Pulmonary
Aspergillosis
Clear examples of immunopathological mechanisms in
allergic disease of the lungs are provided by the different
clinical disorders caused by Aspergillus fumigatus, which
can grow in the lungs.' Analysis of the allergic factors shows
the place of corticosteroids in treatment.

In atopic patients the spores act as allergens, stimulating
the production of reaginic (IgE) antibody, which mediates
immediate type I asthmatic reactions. Disodium cromoglycate
inhibits these reactions,2 whereas corticosteroids do not,3 nor
do they modify appreciably the immediate skin test reaction.
The production in these patients of precipitins capable of
mediating type III immune-complex reactions is attributed
to the growth of the spores in the bronchi. A. fumigatus is
cultured more frequently from the sputum of asthmatic than
of non-asthmatic people.4 The presence together of the
types I and III allergy is closely associated with the com-
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