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M. M. Glatt sets the production off to a
good start with an excellent general review
of the facts as regards the size of Britain's
current alcoholism problem, as well as
sketching the historical background. The
wide range of the ensuing contributions may
be indicated by listing some of the topics
which are covered-the public health ap-
proach, the design of treatment programmes
within industry, the work of a voluntary
Regional Council on Alcoholism, the treat-
ment role of the general practitioner and of
the specialist, the probation officer's involve-
ment, the special problems of the female

and of the young alcoholic, the attitudes of
the Churches, the ramifications of the laws
relating to alcohol sales, to public intoxica-
tion, and to compulsory treatment, and
finally but by no means least the business
of education and prevention.
What a round-up. This collection of

papers is useful perhaps not only for what
is actually written in its pages, but also in
the witness which the contents list alone
bears to the ramifying complexity of the
social problems which go under the heading
of "alcoholism." Whether society yet has
anything approaching a coherent policy to

meet that complexity is a very open ques-
tion, and the papers assembled here may
rightly and inevitably convey the sense of a
crowd of jostling actors without much stage
direction-the book may mirror quite
accurately the state of the nation in this
regard. To complain about the price of a
publication is, of course, usually misguided-
books, like groceries, inevitably cost more
each day. The sum of £4-50 for 80 loose-
leaf sheets and a ring folder does, however,
even in this inflationary age, deserve a little
mild consumer protest.

GRIFFITH EDWARDS

A School Text for the Tropics
A New Tropical Hygiene and Human
Biology. Revised edition. L. G. Goodwin
and A. J. Duggan. (Pp. 194; Paperback 85p.)
George Allen and Unwin. 1972.

In 1960 Drs. Goodwin and Duggan pub-
lished the first edition of this school text
under the title A New Tropical Hygiene,
which they designed essentially for use in
Africa. The fact that it rapidly went through
five impressions testifies to its outstanding
success. The authors have now revised and
expanded the text to include sections on
animals of medical importance and tropical
problems of environmental hygiene. This
broadening of the book's scope, together
with a certain raising of the level of the
English used in it, should go far towards
increasing its appeal to include schools be-
yond the African continent.

The first part of the text is devoted to a
simple account of human anatomy and
physiology. This is followed by a brief
review of the animals of medical importance,
prefaced by a short introduction to their
classification within the animal kingdom.
The student is then introduced to the con-
cept of disease and the manner of its pro-
duction by viruses, bacteria, protozoa, and
helminths. Emphasis is laid on the natural
history and epidemiology of disease parti-
ticularly relevant to tropical countries. Brief
but useful mention is made of the methods
of prevention and treatment of most of the
conditions described. The final section gives
an introduction to the nature of our global
environment and to the problems caused by
interference with various ecosystems by the
activities of man.
The book is illustrated with numerous

black and white figures, well selected and
clear. Not only do they offer, for example,
good instances of natural foci of disease
transmission, but some are little artistic gems
in their own right. The text is brief, simple,
and well written and the typeface bold and
easy to read (even in a poor light, sometimes
an important consideration for students in
developing countries). This new edition
covers most of the syllabus for School Cer-
tificate and General Certificate of Education
examinations in health science, except for
first aid. It will certainly continue to be
widely used in schools in tropical countries.
It would also form an invaluable introductory
text for students anywhere who are interested
in problems of disease in the tropics.

W. PETERS

Wit and Wisdom
Richard Asher Talking Sense. A collection
of papers, including the Triad "Sense and
Sensibijity," "Myxoedematous Madness,"
"The Dangers of Going to Bed," and
"Munchausen's Syndrome." Ed. Sir Francis
Avery Jones. (Pp. 179; £2-50; paperback
£1-50.) Pitman Medical. 1972.

Had I been fortunate enough, in my part-
time capacity as a publisher, to be offered
this book I would have tried to persuade my
managing director to order a first printing
of 50,000 copies. I would then have persuad-
ed Sir Keith Joseph to send a free copy to
every doctor on the register. This would
have cost the N.H.S. £125 000, much of
which could have been recouped from ad-
vertising. It might well have saved ten times

as much per annum, especially if I could
have persuaded the examiners in the Con-
joint to substitute Asher for anatomy as a
compulsory subject for study.

I knew Richard Asher well, for he some-
times did me the honour of attending my
outpatient sessions. I read and admired all
that he wrote, but I did not fully realize
h's genius until I saw his papers and lectures
collected in this volume. Perhaps he was the
last of the medical polymaths. "And still the
wonder grew that one small head could
carry all he knew;" but it was not only the
breadth of his knowledge that caused the
wonder but the way he used it, and his
wit and his iconoclasm, and perhaps above
all his scrupulous use of the English
language.
Few even amongst the most experienced

physicians will fail to learn from Asher's
advice about the examination of a patient.
No medical writer, however well educated,
can fail to put himself in the pillory when
reading Asher's scorching assessment of
medical "English." His were the first com-
plete accounts of myxoedematous madness,
malingering, and the Munchausen syndrome,
all reproduced here. These chapters under-
line the wit and wisdom of Richard Asher:
he was always funny; he was never pompus;
he was always clear in everything he wrote;
his clinical sense never nodded

His end was a sad one. Perhaps he saw all
things too clearly and needed rose-coloured
spectacles if he were to survive. But much
of him survives in this book.

RAYMOND GREENB

SELECTED NEW TITLES
Multiple Choice Questions in Anatomy.
Medicus Anatomicus. (Pp. 118; 85p.) Bailliere
Tindall. 1972.
Pharmacology of the Peripheral Autonomic
Nervous System. Oliver Carrier, Jnr., Ph.D.
(Pp. 132; £4-70.) Lloyd-Luke. 1972.
Stress Incontinence of Urine. Robert Fyfe
Zacharin, F.R.C.O.G., (Pp. 136; £4-45.) Harper
and Row. 1972.

Barton's Forceps. Edward Parry-Jones. (Pp. 120;
£3.20.) Sector. 1972.
The Zoological Society of London. Scientific
Report 1969-1971. (Pp. 610; Price not given) Re-
pr;nted from 7ournal of Zoology, 166.
1972.
Research on Multiple Sclerosis. C. W. M.
Adams, M.R.C.Path. (Pp. 182; Price not given).
Charles C. Thomas 1972.

The Design of Clinical Trials in Cancer
Therapy. Proceedings of a Course in Clinical
Pharmacology held at the Institut Jules Bordet in
Brussels from 2 to 5 May, 1972. Ed. Maurice
Staquet. (Pp. 418; 690 B.F.) Editions Scien-
tifiqus Europennes. 1972.
Modern Problems in Ophthalmology. Vol. IL
Acquired Vision Deficiencies. Ed. G. Verriest.
(Pp. 230; £8-15.) Karger. 1972.
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