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MEDICAL NEWS
Pfizer Chair of Immunology

Professor LESLIE BRENT, Ph.D., head of
the department of zoology, Southampton
University, has been appointed to the Pfizer
Chair of Immunology at St. Mary's Hospi-
tal Medical School, London. After five years
of Army service he graduated in zoology in

.1951 at Birming-
..... ham University.

As a postgradu-
ate student of
Professor (now
Sir PETER)MEDA-
WAiR, F.R.S., he
moved to Univer-
sity College, Lon-
don, where, with
the exception of a
year spent at the
California Insti-
tute of Techno-
logy as a Rocke-
feller Research

Fellow, he remained for 11 years, first as
postgraduate student and later as lecturer.
During this time he collaborated closely with
Medawar and R. E. Billingham on research
projects in transplantation immunology,
notably immunological tolerance and graft-
versus-host reactions, the field that has con-
tinued to engage his interest. In 1962 he
accompanied Medawar to the National Insti-
tute for Medical Research, where he -worked
for three years. While in Southampton he
has built up a department with strong inter-
ests in cell and developmental biology and he
has directed a research group of the Medical
Research Council.

Inquiry into Maternity Services
The National Birthday Trust, jointly with

the Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists, is to undertake a national
inquiry into the maternity services. In one
week in 1970 details of about 17,000 births
will be recorded for a computer study. It is
hoped that the lives of a selected group of
children will then be followed for at least 10
years. The survey, to be known as " British
Births," will be concerned with the medical
care and administration of the maternity ser-
vices, social and economic background of the
family, and obstetric and paediatric clinical
factors affecting the health of mother and
baby. It will be directed by Dr. ROMA
CHAMBERLAIN, of St. Mary's Hospital Medi-
cal School, London, and Mr. GEOFFREY
CHAMBERLAIN, of King's College Hospital,
London. The cost will be £120,000-2s. 6d.
for every child expected to be born in 1970.
This new survey is designed to develop points
raised in "Perinatal Problems," the second
report, published last week, on the British
perinatal survey started in 1958 (see B.M.7.,
1964, 8 August, p. 394).

Kidney Research
At the first annual general meeting of the

National Kidney Research Fund (see B.M.7.,
1966, 12 November, p. 1211) Professor
H. E. DE WARDENER, chairman of the fund,
said the pressing need today was basic re-
search to increase knowledge of the causes,
effects, and treatment of kidney disease, and
so prevent people reaching the stage where
they needed the kidney machine or transplant

surgery. The fund, which is sponsored jointly
by LORD CHANDOS and LORD PLATT, has
raised £100,000 towards its five-year target
of £500,000. A grants committee is to meet
twice a year to consider applications.

Supplies of Influenza Vaccine
The Department of Health and Social

Security estimates that by the end of Decem-
ber about 300,000 doses of influenza vaccine
will have been made available in addition to
400,000 doses in November. The December
total is smaller than originally expected
because of difficulties in production. B.D.H.
state they have been supplying vaccines since
mid-October in accordance with the Depart-
ment's priorities and will remain in produc-
tion. as long as necessary. Beechams have
not yet distributed vaccine because test
batches did not meet the required standard.
Burroughs Wellcome have imported vaccine
from Australia. It is to be tested by the
Medical Research Council, and the firm hopes
it will be ready for distribution by the end
of December. Crookes Laboratories hope to
have vaccine ready for distribution before the
end of December.

New Australian Journal
The College of Pathologists of Australia

was inaugurated at a ceremony in Melbourne
in 1956. A report of the inaugural meeting
in the B.M.7. (10 November, 1956, p. 1110)
ended by saying that those attending it dis-
persed to their homes in some cases over
2,000 milep away. Today membership of the
College, about 400, extends to New Zealand,
Singapore, Hong Kong, Canada, U.S.A., and
Britain. Hence in sponsoring its own journal
the College has called it simply Pathology,
hoping that before long it will have a wide
circulation in all parts of the world. The
editor is Professor F. MAGAREY, of the
University of Sydney, and several Australians
living in Britain are on the editorial board.
Pathology will be published quarterly by
Sydney University Press (£8 for four issues
post free). The first (January) issue contains
about a dozen papers and is well illustrated.

Clinical Fellowship for Australia
In the past six years the Wellcome Trustees

have made 16 awards in the United Kingdom
for senior research fellowships in clinical
science. They now announce they are to
create similar senior fellowships for univer-
sities in Australia. One fellowship will be
awarded each year. It is hoped that the first
award will be made early in 1969.

Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh
The following office-bearers have been

elected for the ensuing year: secretary, Dr.
A. J. KEAY; treasurer, Dr. W. MACLEOD.

Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Glasgow
At the annual meeting of the Royal

College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Glasgow on 4 November the following
office-bearers were elected for the ensuing
year: president, Mr. R. B. WRIGHT ; honorary
secretary, Dr. T. J. THOMSON; honorary
treasurer, Mr. KENNETH FRASER.

Recent Publications
Blind and Partially Sighted Children: a report

by Dr. SHIRLEY R. FINE, Department of

Education and Science, of a survey of 817 blind
and 1,374 partially sighted children carried out
in special schools and classes in England and
Wales. Findings relate to aetiology, mobility,
intelligence, and visual acuity, also mannerisms
and attitudes of children, parents, and teachers.
H.M.S.O., 6s. net.

Coming Events

Institute of Diseases of the Chest.-Clini-
cal demonstrations, open to medical practi-
tioners without fee, will 'be held in the Lecture
Theatre of the Institute (in the grounds of
Brompton Hospital), Fulham Road, London
S.W.3, on Fridays at 5 p.m. from 10
January to 14 March inclusive, except on 7
March when there will be no demonstration.

British Commonwealth Medical Society of
New York.-Annual dinner dance, 25
January, Delmonico Hotel, New York City.
Details (including membership) from Dr. R.
A. FISCHL, 715 Park Avenue, New York,
N.Y. 10021, U.S.A.

Corrections
In the leading article "Training Surgeons"

(16 November, p. 401) reference 1 should have
read: "Joint Committee for Higher Surgical
Training: a joint report by the Royal College
of Surgeons of England, Royal' College of Sur-
geons of Ireland, Royal College of Surgeons of
Edinburgh, and the Royal College of Physicians
and Surgeons of Glasgow."

In the leading article on police surgeons (30
November, p. 532) the Local Authority Associa-
tions were referred to as the Local Authorities
Association in error.

Notice to Authors
When original articles and letters for publica-

tion are not submitted exclusively to the British
Medical 7ournal this must be stated.

Correspondence on editorial business should
be addressed to the Editor, British Medical
7ournal, B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, Lon-
don W.C.1. Telephone: 01-387 4499. Tele-
grams: Aitiology, London W.C.1.

Authors wanting reprints of their articles
should notify the Publishing Manager, B.M.A.
House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, on receipt of
proofs.

Subscriptions

Members' subscriptions should be sent to the
Secretary of the British Medical Association,
B.M.A. House, London, or to the Scottish Sec-
retary, B.M.A. Scottish Office, Drumsheugh
Gardens, Edinburgh.

Doctors who are not members of the B.M.A.
can subscribe to the B.M.Y. The rates for
doctors resident in the United Kingdom and
abroad are giveni on the first page of the classified
advertisements. These include the rate for the
North American " Air Express," which is avail-
able to both members and non-members of the
B.M.A.

Classified Advertisements
Doctors Abroad.-Copies of the appointment

vacancies advertised in the B.M.Y. can be
sent by airmail on request. The minimum cost
is 3s. per week, for which copies of vacancies in
up to five sections of the classified advertisements
will be sent. The cost of each further section
after five is is. Orders for specific grades in any
section cannot be accepted. Payments should be
enclosed with the order.

Details of rates, etc., for classified advertise-
ments appear on the first page of the classified
section.
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