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well go on to destruction of the diverticulum without a
generalized peritonitis; in the less common anteriorly placed
lesion there may be rapid progression to perforation and
peritonitis. At operation it may be difficult to distinguish
the inflamed diverticulum from a carcinoma, but the simple
ulcer is softer, deeper, and punched out. Because of doubts
about diagnosis many such cases are submitted to hemi-
colectomy, but three of the patients in the Manchester series
had no excision performed and remained alive and well for
from one to five years, with subsequent barium enema show-
ing no deformity of the caecum. These authors suggest that,
if the lesion is situated anteriorly, wedge excision should be
performed to prevent perforation into the peritoneal cavity.
If the diagnosis of a posteriorly placed lesion can be made
with confidence the abdomen should be closed, a course of
chemotherapy given, and a barium enema carried out six
weeks later to exclude carcinoma or Crohn's disease. If the
surgeon cannot exclude a carcinoma at laparotomy he should
perform a caecotomy so that the lesion can be inspected and
if necessary a biopsy taken.
A recent review by S. Bahabozorgui and his colleagues,8

with experience of eleven patients treated personally and
with an extensive review of some 400 previous case reports,
underlines the rarity with which the diagnosis is made pre-
operatively and the great difficulty of establishing the nature
of the lesion at operation. They agree that careful palpation
of the caecal wall is of value, but if there is any doubt then
caecotomy, together with histological study, is mandatory.
The surgeon dealing with an unexpected inflammatory mass
in the caecum encountered in the course of emergency
laparotomy for suspected appendicitis has to steer a course
between performing too extensive a resection for the perfectly
benign condition of caecal diverticulitis, which in many cases
will resolve- spontaneously, and doing too little owing to a'
failure to recognize an underlying cancer in the inflammatory
mass.

Criminal Records
The annual publication of the report of the Prison Depart-
ment' serves as a grim reminder of the ineptness of our society
in dealing with its criminals. Though the gallows, the trans-
ports, and the hulks have disappeared, incarceration in prisons
is still the main method of dealing with men and women
whose crimes may have very diverse origins. The report
dissects with clinical detachment the workings of this archaic
process.

Fortunately in spite of the overall shortage of doctors today
the prison medical service succeeds in attracting a satisfactory
number of recruits, and the addition of 20 visiting psycho-
therapists to the staff is a great achievement. It is reassuring
to know that the prison medical officers are exploring such
new and exciting developments as the possible role of chromo-
some abnormality as a determinant of criminal behaviour.
The increasing social problem of addiction to drugs is
reflected in the increasing number of addicts received into
prison and other penal institutions. But why at Grendon

Underwood, our one psychiatric prison, is the wing for women
still not open and that for men only about half filled ?
With some conventional mental hospitals groaning under their
load of mentally abnormal offenders the under-utilization of
these special facilities calls for urgent explanation.
A disturbing figure is the 11,061 persons remanded in

custody for psychiatric report in 1967. The number so
remanded has risen steeply from 6,366 in 1961, the first full
year after the implementation of the Mental Health Act, 1959.
The number of hospital orders made has also risen from 838
to 1,273 in the same period. Nor is this the whole story.
H. R. Rollin2 has shown that there has been a substantial
increase in the number of unprosecuted offenders since the
new Act came into being, and they do not of course appear
in the official criminal statistics. Moreover, both J. S. Bear-
croft3 and Rollin2 have shown that as many as 75% of these
offenders in one study and 67% in the other had had from
one to over 10 previous admissions to mental hospitals. It
is a fair assumption, therefore, that a considerable proportion
of them were suffering from a chronic mental illness-for
the most part chronic schizophrenia. Of even greater signifi-
cance is the fact that the offences they commit and for which
they are arrested can occur within weeks, or even on the very
day, of their discharge from mental hospital.
Much has been made in recent years of the emptying of

British mental hospitals. But while the Minister of Health
rubs his hands with glee at the emptying of his mental hos-
pitals the Home Secretary wrings his in anguish at the filling
of his prisons.

Report on the Work of the Prison Department, 1967, 1968, Cmnd.
3774. H.M.S.O.

' Rollin, H. R., Brit. med. 7., 1965, 1, 831.
' Bearcroft, J. S., Brt. 7. Psychiat., 1966, 112, 581.

Meeting in Malta G.C.
Next year the B.M.A. 'breaks new ground by holding for the
first time an annual clinical meeting overseas. An invitation
from the Malta Branch to meet there in April 1969 was
cordially-accepted in the knowledge that Malta has long and
lively medical traditions, a uniquely gallant place in British
history, and a specially benign climate in the spring.
A provisional programme of the meeting is published in

the Supplement this week, and it includes a request that
doctors in the United Kingdom proposing to go should notify
the Executive Officer at B.M.A. House by the end of Decem-
ber if possible. Certainly it is hoped that a large contingent
from this country will be able to take part in the meeting, and
it is worth noting that the clinical sessions are expected to be
recognized for the general practitioners' N.H.S. postgraduate
training allowance. Further information on that will be
published later.

Malta has been at the crossroads of history since Phoem-
cians, Greeks, and Romans occupied it. Before they arrived
neolithic man had been there, constructing temples which
still stand. During the Middle Ages the Vandals, Goths,
and Arabs in turn ruled communities on the island and traded
from it. Subsequently it came under the protection of Spain,
then France, and finally Britain in 1814 at the Congress of
Vienna. As the great powers traversed Malta's history this
way and that, the Knights of the Order of St. John of
Jerusalem played a cohesive part that brought lasting benefits
to the inhabitants. Consequently, in addition to the natural
beauty of its cliffs and bays Malta can hold the visitor's
attention with remarkable monuments.
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