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those professions concerned with their man-
agement or welfare which had been difficult
to obtain elsewhere.
The success of this venture by the National

Fund for Research into Poliomyelitis and
Other Crippling Diseases can be judged by
the appearance of this greatly enlarged
second edition seven years later. The book
is divided into the same 17 sections, covering
house adaptations, beds, chairs, wheelchairs,
hoists, bed-table, communications, upper-limb
prostheses, aids for eating, personal toilet,
clothing, household equipment, cooking, aids
for the disabled mother in child care, hobbies,
walking aids, and invalid transport.
The sections on personal toilet, household

aids, beds, and transport have been greatly
enlarged. The new binding with its four-ring
looseleaf cover is an improvement on the
spiral spring holder of the first edition, which
tended to perforate the pages. The general
layout is excellent, the illustrations, photo-
graphs, and descriptions of the aids being
clearly presented and simply described. The
prices, where relevant, are given at the end of
each-section, so that variations can be catered
for without amending the original illustration,
but an approximate idea of cost would be an
advantage on each page. The section on
bathroom facilities in " house layout " is dis-
appointing-no mention is made of showers,
and details of hoists suitable for getting
severely disabled patients into a bath would
be welcome.

This book is an essential text for anyone,
medical or lay, who has to deal with disabled
people and should have as wide a circulation
as possible. In particular, it is hoped that the
attention of local authorities will be drawn
to it, to show what can be done and to remind
them of the wide powers permitted them in
solving the manifold and complex problems
disability presents.
The medical editor is to be congratulated

on what must have been a herculean task of
assembly, and also all the hospital depart-
ments and firms that have provided details
of their equipment. It is to be hoped that
they will not be so exhausted by their labours
as to rest too long before preparing the next
edition, as new ideas are constantly being
developed. Such a compendium will itself
inspire others to renewed efforts to solve
the outstanding problems of living with a
disability.

C. WYNN PMRY.

Full Story of
Cardiac Pacemakers
Cardiac Pacemakers. By Harold Siddons,
M.Ch., F.R.C.S., and Edgar Sowton, M.D.,
M.R.C.P. (Pp. 331 +xv ; illustrated.
$16.75.) Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1967.

This monograph written by two of the world's
leading authorities on cardiac pacing is one of
the most up to date and complete reference
works on this important subject available.
The contents include a historical review of
heart block and defects of the conduction
system followed by the aetiology, clinical
presentation, and drug treatment of this con-
dition. Subsequent chapters deal with short-
and long-term pacing and discuss in great
detail the practical application and manage-
ment of the various methods of electrical

stimulation of the heart. There are 896
references and a most excellent appendix with
full particulars of commercial pacemakers
with their circuit diagrams and electrical
characteristics.
The first chapters contain a detailed

description of the aetiology and clinical and
haemodynamic changes associated with heart
block. This is followed by a critical review
on the values of drug treatment apart from
pacing the heart in this condition. It is prob-
ably right to say that all centres responsible
for treating patients following myocardial
infarction should have available facilities for
short-term pacing, should the occasion arise,
and the chapters in this book describing this
can be usefully used as a practical guide.
Long-term pacing with implanted pacemakers
has to be undertaken by specialist surgeons,
but these chapters can be read by all cardio-
logists with profit.
The authors must be congratulated on pro-

ducing this first-class monograph which will
be of the greatest value to cardiologists and
all those involved in any way with the treat-
ment of heart bock. No cardiac department
can afford to be without it.

J. P. SHILLINGFORD.

Irrecoverable Renal
Failure

Renal Transplantation. 2nd edition. By
Roy Yorke Calne, M.A.(Cantab.), M.S.
(Lond.), F.R.C.S.(Eng.). (Pp. 220 + ix ;
illustrated. 63s.) London: Edward Arnold.
1967.

When the first edition of this monograph
appeared four years ago the author could
not claim much personal experience of human
kidney transplantation. Indeed, at that time
it was necessary to convince many internists
and nephrologists, especially in the United
Kingdom, that intermittent dialysis, usually
haemodialysis, was not necessarily preferable
for the management of patients with severe
irrecoverable renal failure. The situation has
since changed so that it has now been possible
for Professor Calne to collate his own experi-
ence with that of others in Australia,
Belgium, France, Great Britain, and the
U.S.A. and for him to be reasonably able to
state in his concluding paragraph that we are
now in a position to offer patients a good
chance, possibly years, of tolerable life.
At the present time the success rates in the

most experienced centres, judged by effective
function of the transplanted kidney after one
year, are approximately 70% when living
related donors are used. As yet, however,
the success rates are generally not nearly as
good when organs from unrelated or cadaver
donors are used. But with practical advances
in tissue typing, provision of facilities for
adequate intermittent haemodialysis (and pos-
sibly peritoneal dialysis) before and, when
required, after transplantation, and the de-
velopment of more efficient and less toxic
means of immuno-suppression such as anti-
lymphocytic serum it should not be un-
reasonable to expect significantly better
results both with living related and unrelated
or cadaver donors.

Professor Calne provides clear and concise
accounts of these and many other of the prob-
lems that have to be resolved before kidney
transplantation becomes a straightforward and

common surgical exercise, and has omitted
little of relevance. Any renal unit con-
templating a transplantation programme
would be well advised to have a copy of this
volume readily available for use by its medi-
cal and surgical staff.

RALPH SHACKMAN.

Otolaryngology
A Synopsis of Otolaryngolgy. 2nd edition.
By John F. Simpson, F.R.C.S., Ian G.
Robin, F.R.C.S., John C. Ballantyne,
F.R.C.S., and John Groves, F.R.C.S. (Pp.
529 + xv; illustrated. 52s. 6d.) Bristol:
John Wright. 1967.

Otolaryngology is a rapidly expanding subject,
short of practitioners, and is neglected by
many British medical school curricula. Con-
sequently, not only are students and general
practitioners ill-versed in the diagnosis and
management of many common disorders, but
few are stimulated to undertake specialist
training. This synopsis is not designed for
non-specialists but contains much informa-
tion that would be of value to them.

In my view, synopses are to be deplored,
for only selected information is provided in
note form which makes for difficult reading,
and such a dogmatic standardized treatment
of the subject merely encourages learning by
heart and fails to interest the reader. Much
interesting theory receives scant mention, and
concepts cannot be fully and logically devel-
oped. The absence of detailed surgical
technique and reference lists must limit the
book's usefulness for the postgraduate
student.
However strong the objections, synopses

are frequently bought and used for quick
reference and revision in preparation for
examinations (in fact, examinations are the
reason for these shortened texts). In this
case the authors' primary intention is to
provide information which is suitable for
higher diplomas. They have done it within
the limits of inevitable cataloguing, for the
subject is comprehensively surveyed, well
illustrated, and almost up to date in every
respect. The frequent drawbacks of multiple
authorship are minimized, for each author
intrinsically belongs to one school of thought
-namely, that of St. Mary's Hospital in the
first instance and that of the Royal Free
Hospital in the second.

For those postgraduate students requiring
potted information this work will fulfil
almost all the requirements, but in no way
does it replace the larger texts, monographs,
or careful reading of specialist journals.

J. D. K. DAWES.

Autoimmune Disease
Autoimmunity. Clinical and ExperimentaL
By J. R. Anderson, W. W. Buchanan, and
R. B. Goudie. (Pp. 485 +xv; illustrated.
$19 50.) Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1967.

As one would expect of these authors,
this book is lucidly written, sound, and
critical. It deals with the more clinically
important and well-established examples of
autoimmune disease, but omits, as the authors
concede in their foreword, a number of con-
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