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The UK surgeon and former health minister Ara Darzi is to lead
a new independent review into the future of the NHS and social
care.
The review will examine solutions for protecting and
strengthening services in the face of current pressures as the
NHS approaches its 70th year. It follows a decade which has
seen an unprecedented slowdown in NHS funding and big cuts
to social care budgets, which have combined to cause treatment
rationing, longer waiting times, and deteriorating financial
performance.
The government has faced growing calls1 to launch a cross party
review into the future of the NHS. But while Darzi himself led
a landmark government review of the service in 20082 when
serving as a minister, his latest report will be independently
produced with support from the Institute for Public Policy
Research (IPPR) think tank.
The review will seek to provide answers to the major questions
facing the NHS in 2018—with the service existing in a very
different landscape to 2008, when Darzi published his High
Quality for All report. It will suggest how to develop a “long
term sustainable funding settlement” for health and care,
alongside a reform plan that reflects the changing nature of
disease burden, breakthrough diagnostics and treatments, and
new technologies.
The review will examine how to sustainably fund the system
in the long term, how to deliver on the potential of integration
between health and social care, and how the health service can
keep up with advances in technology, therapies, and treatments.
It will also focus on how to ensure that all patients can receive
high quality care when they need it, and place specific emphasis

on delivering parity of esteem for patients receiving support for
mental health problems.
Alongside this, the review will examine ways to maximise the
NHS as an asset for the economy through the government’s life
sciences industrial strategy.
Darzi said, “The review seeks to tackle the tough questions that
today’s politics is struggling with, and create a vision for the
health and care system that recognises that it is an asset for our
economy.
“Scientific breakthroughs mean novel diagnostics, drugs, and
treatments; and technology means we have the opportunity to
work differently and better. We are positive and hopeful about
what could be achieved with the right plan and investment.”
Norman Lamb, former Liberal Democrat health minister and
one of the most vocal advocates for a cross party review, said,
“I continue to hope that the government will embrace our call
for a formal cross party process to engage the public in a debate
about the future of health and care to win support for a long
term settlement. In the meantime, Lord Darzi and IPPR can help
fill this gap by providing bold policy solutions to the pressing
challenges facing our health and care system.”
Niall Dickson, chief executive of the NHS Confederation,
welcomed the review, saying: “There is now an urgent need to
stimulate a national debate on the future of health and care
services.”

1 Busby M. Cross-party MPs request urgent non-partisan debate on future of NHS. 2017.
www.theguardian.com/society/2017/nov/18/mps-non-partisan-future-of-nhs-theresa-may.

2 Darzi A. High quality care for all: NHS next stage review final report. 2014. www.gov.uk/
government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/228836/7432.pdf.
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