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Through the Microscope: Chelsea garden inspired by
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After winning the silver gilt medal and “best in category” for
her Breakthrough Breast Cancer garden at the RHS Chelsea
Flower Show 2015, garden designer Ruth Willmott returns this
year with a variation on the theme. “Through the Microscope”
is inspired by the work of the charity Breast Cancer Now.
Willmott wants to continue to raise awareness of breast cancer
but also awareness of Breast Cancer Now’s research and what

the charity is doing to stop the disease taking more lives in the
future. The design depicts a future where all cells viewed
through a microscope are healthy.
The garden draws inspiration from researchers working in the
laboratory, in particular looking through their microscopes.
Three vertical metallic circles represent microscope lenses
aligned to focus on a black microscope slide at the back of the
garden, which features a circle of healthy cells. The planting
scheme and circular cell shapes illustrate the idea of
magnification: plants and cells increase in size from the front
to the back of the garden, while showing similarities in form,
shape, and colour.
Jagged rocks at the front of the garden depict breast cancer. At
the back of the garden, scientists can sit on cell shaped seats,
and the back wall is a surface on which to draw and share ideas.

See more photos and view the garden in 3D at http://bit.ly/2rdcgmX.
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