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Yvonne Gladys Mukasa was a talented pupil. An alumna of
Howell’s School in Cardiff, she excelled in a variety of activities,
including playing the violin, and she was a member of the youth
orchestra in south Wales. She went on to obtain a scholarship
to undertake A levels at Malvern College.
After qualifying from Manchester University in 2001 she
developed an interest in dermatology while working as a senior
house officer at Salford Royal Hospital. She undertook her
specialty training in dermatology in Leeds. After she had
completed her training, her colleagues in the small dermatology
department at Manchester Royal Infirmary were delighted to
discover that she had applied for the first ever full time

consultant post there. The medical director of the trust exclaimed
“Manna from heaven” when she was appointed. Yvonne
immediately took to her new job with enthusiasm despite the
difficulties of being professionally quite isolated for much of
the week.
She worked hard to develop the service and forged links with
colleagues in other specialties. She was greatly valued by her
patients for her commitment and her holistic approach to treating
them. It also fell to Yvonne to shoulder much of the demanding
work of seeing inpatients with the complex medical problems
that a large teaching hospital attracts, a task which she undertook
with much dedication. The realities of today’s NHS meant that
she was unable to see much reward from the constant efforts
she put into improving the service that the department could
offer, and this must have been a great disappointment to her.
British dermatology has lost a dedicated and accomplished
consultant, who should have been able to use her talents to the
benefit of patients for many years to come.
Yvonne was widely thought of as a bright, kind, generous, and
caring person. She inspired others to follow a career in medicine
and provided encouragement to those who felt that medicine
was not an accessible profession. Outside medicine Yvonne
was an accomplished singer and also enjoyed dancing. She had
many friends and could always bring fun, happiness, and
laughter to any occasion. She is greatly missed by her family
and friends alike. She leaves her parents, Flavia and David, and
her brother, Timothy.

Biography
Consultant dermatologist Manchester (b 1977; q Manchester
2001; FRCP), died from natural causes on 21 December 2016
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