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Ronald David Gregg Tunbridge (known as David) was a
hypertension specialist who contributed to medical education;
he had a passion for canals, photography, and croquet. He was
the second son of Dorothy (Gregg) and Sir Ronald Tunbridge,
professor of medicine in Leeds and president of the BMA. His
brother, Michael, qualified as a doctor, but David at first started
a geology degree at Durham University. However, he soon
enrolled on the 1st MB course at St Mary’s Hospital Medical
School in London. He spent his elective period in Ethiopia,
where he analysed the educational needs for an effective
healthcare system, given the social and political context. Even
as a student David questioned received wisdom and, in his quiet
way, sought evidence to back up the bold statements of his
teachers. He had a self deprecating and witty sense of humour,
which endeared him to colleagues and friends and later to
generations of students. After house jobs at St Mary’s Hospital
and Queen Elizabeth II Hospital inWelwyn, he spent his senior
house officer posts at the Whittington Hospital and St Mary’s,
where his research career—focusing on control of the adrenal
gland and endocrinological aspects of hypertension—began in
the professorial medical unit with Professor Sir Stanley Peart.
After he was appointed as a lecturer in 1973 he ran specialist
hypertension clinics and was awarded anMD by the University
of London in 1981.
David moved to the University of Manchester in 1977 as senior
lecturer in medicine and honorary consultant at Manchester
Royal Infirmary. He provided an excellent service for patients

with hypertension and collaborated with the obstetric unit at St
Mary’s Hospital; his contributions to the understanding and
management of hypertension in pregnancy were significant.
David was chairman of the BMA’s clinical audit committee and
an elected member of the university senate and the Central
Manchester Health Authority. From 1995 until he retired he
was hospital dean; he introduced the new clinical curriculum,
which used problem based learning. He substantially re-edited
the second edition of Notes on Clinical Method by many of the
senior clinicians in Manchester, which provided a practical and
sensitive introduction to clinical medicine for medical students,
emphasising what a privilege it was for students to interview
and examine patients.
David met Eileen Kemp, a nurse at QEII Hospital in Welwyn,
who later developed a career as a ceramicist in Manchester.
After they got married they lived on a narrowboat in the
Paddington basin. In time, the boat became home to their
children, Laura and Alec, before their move to Manchester. In
retirement David set about walking long stretches of canals and
documenting canal bridges all over the country in black and
white photography. From childhood he was an enthusiastic
photographer and later a valued member of the South
Manchester Camera Club, contributing many wonderful
photographs to its exhibitions and owning a collection of 30
cameras. He also took up croquet and became a member of the
long established Bowdon Croquet Club. David leaves Eileen;
Laura, an associate professor of music at the University of
Oxford; Alec, a software developer in Manchester; and his
brother, Michael.

Biography
Honorary consultant physician and hospital dean (clinical
studies)Manchester (b 1941; q 1968;MRCP,MD, FRCP), died
from an intracranial haemorrhage on 17 February 2016.
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