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More than 100 government health advisers could lose their jobs
in the coming months because of the Indian government’s new
guidelines on consultants who are funded by “bilateral partners
and multilateral organisations.”1

The guidelines, which came into force in January, state that
foreign funded consultants “should not be engaged for policy
formulation,” and that their role would be “limited to
presentation and analysis of possible options” using available
evidence.
The move is part of an effort to ensure that non-governmental
organisations and agencies do not influence national policy
formulation.
India has previously relied on bodies such as the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the Bill andMelindaGates Foundation
to address its shortage of experts in areas such as planning and
monitoring in public health programmes. There are about 500
foreign funded consultants working for the government, around
half of those in the health sector. They include staff from the
United Nations Children’s Fund and the United Kingdom’s
Department for International Development. Around 100 of the
140 staff running the country’s HIV/AIDS programme are
funded by foreign organisations.
The new policy states that the maximum tenure of foreign
funded consultants cannot exceed three years, meaning that 45

people will not continue in service after June, and another 70
will leave by December. A government screening committee
will review the contracts that extend beyondDecember to decide
if those consultants will continue in service, as well as review
any proposal for new consultants.
A report from the news agency Reuters quoted a source who
said that the policy would help to streamline the system.2
However, others have said that the decision was driven by
security fears or concern over undue influence on government
policy by outside agencies. Former health secretary Keshav
Desiraju told Reuters that while consultants play an important
role in public health, “it would be immature to suggest they can
influence government policy.”
HenkBekedam,WHO representative to India, issued a statement
saying, “WHOCountry Office for India has not been approached
by the government on this subject. However, we are aware of
the matter. It is too early for us to comment on how it may
impact our work.”

1 Ministry of Finance. Department of Economic Affairs. No. 1/42/2015-PMU. 2016. finmin.
nic.in/the_ministry/dept_eco_affairs/pmu/EngagementConsultantsGuidlines.pdf.

2 Kalra A. India sacks some foreign-funded consultants; health programmes may suffer.
Reuters. 2016. in.reuters.com/article/india-consultants-idINKCN0X12G9.
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