
WHO confirms new case of Ebola in Sierra Leone
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The World Health Organization has confirmed a new case of
Ebola virus disease in Sierra Leone, just a day after it declared
the end of transmission of the virus in west Africa.1

Barely 24 hours after it declared Liberia free of the disease,
WHO said that there had been a new case of the disease in the
northern district of Tonkolili. Sierra Leone was officially
declared Ebola free on 7 November but was still in a 90 day
period of enhanced surveillance, implemented byWHO to track
any hidden chains of transmission and detect flare ups.
Liberia was the last of the three west African countries worst
affected by the outbreak to go through a 42 day period since the
last patient with Ebola virus disease tested negative for it.
This is the 11th “flare up” of the disease—that is, a case not
epidemiologically linked to the original outbreak andmost likely
caused by virus remaining in survivors after recovery. The virus
can persist in semen and other body fluids.
Bruce Aylward, WHO’s special representative for the Ebola
response, said, “We are now at a critical period in the Ebola
epidemic as we move from managing cases and patients to
managing the residual risk of new infections. We still anticipate
more flare ups and must be prepared for them.”

AWHO spokesman said that the reasons for the new case were
being investigated, contacts were being traced, and control
measures were being put in place.
Umaru Fofana, the BBC’s correspondent in Sierra Leone, told
the BBC on 15 January that he had seen locals returning to
traditional practices such as eating bush meat and taking part
in traditional burials, despite warnings that such practices were
still risky.
At a press conference at WHO’s headquarters in Geneva to
announce the official end of the outbreak, Peter Graaff, director
for the Ebola response at WHO, had said that there remained a
risk that people would return to old practices.1

But he added, “I do believe there’s a much better understanding
and acceptance of what the causes of the disease are.”

1 Gulland A. Ebola outbreak in west Africa is officially over BMJ 2016;352:i243.
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