
UK lags behind other countries on cancer survival but
outperforms on low antibiotic prescribing, report finds
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The United Kingdom lags behind most other high income
countries in several measures of healthcare, including
preventable admissions to hospital, cancer survival, and
mortality from heart attacks and strokes, says a new report by
the think tanks the Nuffield Trust and the Health Foundation.1

However, the UK’s performance has improved on almost every
measure since 2000, and it does better than other countries in
achieving high rates of flu vaccination and lower rates of
prescribing of antibiotics.
The report was based on an analysis of 27 healthcare quality
indicators between 2000 and 2013 across four sectors: primary
care, acute care, care of patients with cancer, and mental
healthcare. The report compared 15 countries: Australia,
Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, the
Netherlands, New Zealand, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, the United
States, and the UK.
The report said it was worrying that the UK performed worse
than most countries on 14 of the 27 indicators and that
performance on two indicators had deteriorated. Numbers of
potentially preventable admissions to hospital for chronic
respiratory conditions, including asthma and chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease, remain relatively high in the UK. For
example, in 2011 the UK had 61 hospital admissions for asthma
per 100 000 population, whereas the number was only 13.6 in
Canada and 11.4 in Italy.

Mortality from heart attacks has fallen in the UK in recent years
but still lags behind the five other countries with available data.
In 2011 in the UK 10% of people over the age of 45 died 30
days after a myocardial infarction, which compared with 8.4%
in New Zealand and 8.5% in Sweden in the same year.
The UK performed very well on cancer screening, with over
three quarters of 50-69 year olds being screened for breast cancer
between 2000 and 2012. But it lagged behind other countries
on survival from breast, bowel, and cervical cancer.
Nigel Edwards, chief executive of the Nuffield Trust, said,
“Interpreting international data on healthcare systems is
notoriously tricky, and any comparisons should be handled with
care. However, it is clear from this analysis that the UK can and
should do better. Our poor performance on cancer survival
compared with other leading countries is well known and
continues to be a concern.
“It is also worrying that a UK citizen appears to have a
significantly lower chance of surviving a heart attack than a
Scandinavian one.”

1 Nuffield Trust, Health Foundation. QualityWatch: international comparisons of healthcare
quality. 3 Jul 2015. www.qualitywatch.org.uk.
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