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died after abortion
Clare Dyer

The BMJ

A doctor and two nurses have been charged with manslaughter
over the death of a woman living in the Irish Republic who
travelled to London for an abortion more than three years ago.
Adedayo Adedeji, 62, who is on the General Medical Council’s
GP register, is due to appear at EalingMagistrates Court in west
London on 19 June, along with the nurses Gemma Pullen, 31,
and Margaret Miller, 54.
The charges relate to the death of a 32 year old woman from an
African country who was living in Ireland with her husband on
a student visa. She was about 20 weeks pregnant and travelled
to London in January 2012 after being denied an abortion at a
maternity hospital in Dublin, it was reported.
Her husband told the Irish Times in 2013 that his wife had a
child in 2010 but that the pregnancywas painful and complicated
by extensive fibroids.
Hours after the termination at a Marie Stopes clinic in Ealing,
she collapsed in a taxi in Slough, Berkshire, and was pronounced
dead atWexham Park Hospital after having a heart attack caused
by extensive internal bleeding.

An inquest was opened but postponed when the Metropolitan
Police launched an investigation into her sudden death. Police
said that all three professionals had been charged with
manslaughter by gross negligence and also with failing to take
reasonable care of other persons who may be affected by acts
or omissions at work, contrary to sections 7 and 33 of the Health
and Safety Act 1974.
Adedeji and his nurse colleagues are the second trio of a doctor
and two nurses to be charged with manslaughter within six
months. Last December a paediatric registrar, Hadiza
Bawa-Garba, was charged along with Sister Theresa Taylor and
staff nurse Isabel Amaro, over the death of 6 year old Jack
Adcock at Leicester Royal Infirmary in February 2011.1
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