
Elizabeth Gentles Sloan
Melanie Sloan, Robin Sloan, Evelyn Wood
General practitioner and former missionary doctor (b 1914; q Edinburgh
1938), died from cardiac failure on 6 December 2013.

Elizabeth Gentles Sloan (née Higgins and known as “Betty”)
was born on 22 December 1914 at home in Bathgate, West
Lothian. Her father was minister of Dawson Memorial Church,
Kirkcowan, and she underwent her secondary education at
Douglas Ewart High School, Newton Stewart.
She enrolled in the Faculty ofMedicine at Edinburgh University
in September 1933. Her degree course was supported by a
Carnegie scholarship.
As a student from 1933 to 1935, she resided in the Church of
Scotland hostel Lister House on the Mound, in a six bedded
dormitory. From 1935 to 1938 she lived at theMedicalWomen’s
hostel at 12 George Square, where, as a resident, she could use
the tennis courts in George Square Gardens.
After graduating as one of 22 women in that cohort of 165
graduates, she did her house jobs as a junior anaesthetist at
Leicester Royal Infirmary and junior house officer at Abel Collin
Memorial Maternity Hospital, Nottingham.
In April 1939 she was appointed by Church of Scotland Foreign
Mission Committee to the Christina Rainy Hospital, Madras,
India.
She travelled to India with her fiancé, Tom Sloan (a fellow
medical graduate), whom she married on 28 March 1941 at St
Andrews Kirk in Madras (now Chennai).
Because of the second world war, the couple were unable to
return to the UK for seven years, and Betty had her first two

children in India. They eventually returned to the UK and
Edinburgh in October 1946, and she had another son.
She resumed medical practice on 1 April 1958, when she was
appointed research assistant to George Ireland in Pathhead,
Midlothian. She carried out general practice duties and collected
data for his MD thesis entitled “Stress in General Practice.”
She travelled to Nigeria with Tom, who was working with the
Leprosy Mission and was appointed acting medical
superintendent at the Mary Slessor Hospital, Itu, Nigeria, from
May 1965 to February 1966.
On their return to the UK in 1966, Betty took up an occupational
health post, working as the medical officer to the Church of
Scotland Overseas Council, the Deaconess Board, and Huts and
Canteens.
In 1977 she and Tom retired to Comrie, Perthshire.
In July 1996 Betty attended Second 50+ Medical Reunion,
Edinburgh.
She was an avid reader and enjoyed sewing, reading, music,
travel, and researching her family history. She had a strong faith
throughout her life and was involved in the church wherever
she lived.
Although she developed Alzheimer’s in her last 10 years, she
remained bright and cheerful. She died at Wardside House,
Muthill, Perthshire, two weeks before her 99th birthday. She
leaves three children, nine grandchildren, and 16 great
grandchildren.
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