
FORCE FEEDING OF HUNGER STRIKERS
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The Israeli parliament, the Knesset, is set to vote on an
amendment to its Prisons Act mandating doctors to force feed
mentally competent prisoners on hunger strikes.1 The proposed
amendment is a response to a mass hunger strike staged by
Palestinian detainees against their internment without trial
(“administrative detention”).
Force feeding of hunger strikers is prohibited by the Declarations
of Tokyo andMalta of theWorldMedical Association (WMA).
The UN special rapporteurs on torture and the right to health
have urged Israel not to pass the law, defining force feeding as
“cruel and inhuman” under the UNConventionAgainst Torture.2

The Israel Medical Association (IMA) has taken a principled
stance against the law and is issuing guidance to doctors to
refuse to comply with the law.3 4

However, doctors working for the Israel Prisons Service and
the Israeli military are not members of the IMA and are therefore
more vulnerable to pressure. The Ministry of Health is
responsible for licensing doctors in Israel, and unfortunately it
is a key supporter of the legislation.
In response to requests from Physicians for Human Rights-Israel
and other groups worldwide, on 18 June the WMA sent a letter
to Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu, warning him against the

use of force feeding and supporting the IMA.5 On 26 June, the
BMA Annual Representative Meeting passed an emergency
motion “wholeheartedly” supporting the IMA in its opposition
to the law.
The IMA should be applauded for its principled stance in this
matter. The global medical community should support its efforts
by urging the Israeli government and Ministry of Health to
withdraw the law.
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