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In a 78 to 17 vote, the US Senate Thursday confirmed Sylvia
Mathews Burwell as secretary of the Department of Health and
Human Services. All the no votes were cast by Republicans,
but 24 Republicans joined the majority voting for the nominee.
Burwell, 48, will replace outgoing Kathleen Sebelius, the former
governor of Kansas who led the department during the
contentious implementation of the 2010 Affordable Care Act.
In her last months as secretary Sebelius was harshly criticized
for the botched launch of the federal health insurance exchange
website, Healthcare.gov, which was initially plagued with
technical glitches but which eventually allowedmore than seven
million people to obtain health insurance before the 31 March
deadline to sign up.1

Commenting on the Senate’s confirmation, President Barack
Obama welcomed the bipartisan support that Burwell was able
to garner, calling her a “proven manager who knows how to
deliver results” who has “built deep relationships with
Democrats and Republicans alike.”

Burwell, a graduate of Harvard University and a Rhodes Scholar
who obtained a BA fromOxford University, will bring extensive
management experience to the job, having served as director of
the Office of Management and Budget at the White House, as
president of the Walmart Foundation, and as president of the
global development program at the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, where she worked for 10 years and was also the
foundation’s chief operating officer.
As director of the Department of Health of Human Services,
Burwell will manage a budget topping $1 trillion and oversee
the administration of almost all federal health programs,
including the insurance plansMedicare andMedicaid, the Public
Health Service, the National Institutes of Health, the Food and
Drug Administration and the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

1 McCarthy M. Sebelius apologizes for health insurance website’s woes. BMJ
2013;347:f6597.
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