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manipulated images in research papers
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Paul Morgan, dean of Cardiff University’s medical school, has
been cleared of research misconduct after an investigation by
an independent panel into allegations of image manipulation in
papers of which he was a coauthor.
He and his research team have been exonerated by a panel
headed by a former circuit judge, which found that a researcher
who left the university in 2010 had manipulated images in four
articles and “should take sole responsibility.”
Morgan is a member of the Medical Research Council’s
governing body and his research team is described by the
university as “internationally recognised for its expertise and
contribution to the field of complement biology.”
The panel found that the dean was unaware that the images had
been manipulated, and noted that the discrepancies were not
spotted by the other coauthors, peer reviewers, or journal editors
before publication.
Morgan, who remained in post during the investigation, said it
was “necessary and right” that allegations of research
misconduct were assessed and investigated thoroughly. He

added, “The university has examined more than 40 published
articles in relation to my research group and no additional
findings of academic misconduct were made.
“However, it is a matter of deep regret that the actions of one
individual have had such a profound effect on the academic
reputations of my colleagues and myself.”
The panel recommended that the university “establishes and
promotes standards for the publication of images of gels and
blots” and trains staff on these standards.
A spokesman for the university said, “The panel recommends
that protocols are put in place to ensure that data and original
image files are in future viewed and assessed prior to submission
for publication. Cardiff University accepts these findings and
recommendations and will now take action to put in place
procedures to ensure that incidents of this sort do not recur.”
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