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	Sally-Ann Marciano, registered general nurse and dementia campaigner, 
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	Correspondence to: M D Brunet martin{at}binscombe.net


Although we welcome the government’s attention to dementia and its timely diagnosis, we are writing to express concerns about the potential consequences of the recent announcement by the health secretary of a “dementia case finding scheme.” The proposal is that doctors should “proactively” ask patients at risk of dementia—including all those aged 75 or over—about their memory, and offer a screening test.1 2
This proposal has moved beyond the raising of awareness about dementia and amounts to a clear intention to screen a section of the population for the condition, without the articulation of any evidence that it fulfils the established criteria for screening. This could lead to overtreatment, harm to patients, unnecessary expense, and diversion of precious resources away from other services, including support for people who are seeking help for a timely diagnosis of dementia or who have already been given a diagnosis. We argue that before any screening programme is introduced it must be shown that the benefits outweigh any potential harm.3 Screening for dementia must be assessed in the same way as any other screening intervention.
We acknowledge the prevailing view that early diagnosis (if an accurate diagnosis were possible) … 
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