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Sophie Arie examines the differences in approach to abortion around the world

Abortion has always been a subject for passionate public debate. But recently the temperature has risen, especially in the United States and Ireland. The Republic of Ireland has seen nationwide protests over the death of Savita Halappanavar, who was refused an abortion during a long and painful miscarriage because the fetus was still alive. After the fetus was finally removed she died of septicaemia and organ failure. The debate has also been reopened in the UK, where health minister Jeremy Hunt recently declared a desire to see the limit in England, Wales, and Scotland drop from 24 weeks to 12 and the prime minister expressed an interest in a more modest reduction. 
In recent decades, abortion has become legal in all but five countries if a mother’s life is threatened. There has also been a general decline in the numbers of abortions worldwide as contraception has become more widely available. But World Health Organization figures show that the decline has slowed recently. So what’s going on? Is there a general shift towards tighter restrictions? Are people being discouraged from using family planning as populations dwindle? And is that forcing more women to take clandestine routes to terminate unwanted pregnancies?
Ireland 
Abortion is illegal under most circumstances in both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland: it is allowed only when a mother’s life is in danger or her long term health seriously at risk. In Northern Ireland, the process for approving an abortion is very strict: two doctors must agree independently that the mother’s health is at risk and the abortion must take place within nine weeks of that decision. The NHS carries out between 30 and 50 abortions a year in Northern Ireland,1 and last year 1007 … 
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