






  
    Skip to main content
  

    
    
        

           
                Intended for healthcare professionals

            


            
                
                    
                

            



            
            
            
                
                    
                        	
        Subscribe
    
	
    

  
    My Account    
  
  	My email alerts




	
        BMA member login
    


  
    Login    
  
  	


  Username *
 



  Password *
 



  Forgot your log in details? 
 




  Need to activate 
 




  




  BMA Member Log In 
 



  Log in via OpenAthens 
 



  Log in via your institution 
 








                        
                                                    
                                  
    

      
  
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Edition: 

  
    US    
  
  	UK
	South Asia
	International



  


  
  



  




 
  

                            

                        
                        
                            
                                Our company
                            

                        


                    

                

            


            
            
                
                    

                        
                            
                            
                                Toggle navigation
                            
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    The BMJ logo

                                
                                                        Site map

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                    Search

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                                                                      
    

      
  
      Search form

    Search
Search







 
  

                                                                                            


                                            
                                                	Advanced search
	Search responses
	Search blogs


                                            

                                        

                                    

                                

                            


                            
                            
                                
                                Toggle top menu
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                
                                                                        
                                    
                                                                                    	covid-19
	Research	At a glance
	Research papers
	Research methods and reporting
	Minerva
	Research news


	Education	At a glance
	Clinical reviews
	Practice
	Minerva
	Endgames
	State of the art
	What your patient is thinking
	Rapid recommendations
	Student


	News & Views	At a glance
	News
	Features
	Editorials
	Analysis
	Observations
	Opinion
	Head to head
	Editor's choice
	Letters
	Obituaries
	Views and reviews
	Careers
	Rapid responses


	Campaigns	At a glance
	Better evidence
	Climate change
	Divestment from fossil fuels
	Patient and public partnership
	Too much medicine
	Wellbeing


	Jobs	Doctor Jobs UK
	Hospital Jobs UK
	GP Jobs UK
	International Jobs



                                        
                                        
                                        
                                            	Archive
	For authors
	Hosted


                                        

                                    
                                


                                                            





                        

                    

                

            

        

         
            
            
                
                
                                        	Education
	Abdominal pain in...
	Abdominal pain in pregnancy

                    

                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                          
    

      
  
       
        

      
    

    
  

  

  
      
        
          
  
      
  
  
    

            Endgames
    
            Picture Quiz
    
            Abdominal pain in pregnancy
    
    BMJ
    2012;
    345
     doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.e6818
    (Published 17 October 2012)
  
    Cite this as: BMJ 2012;345:e6818  

    
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Article
	Related content
	Metrics
	Responses
	Peer review
	

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	D Jones, foundation year 1 doctor, 
	J Wilson, surgical registrar, 
	NG Warnock, consultant radiologist, 
	D J Alexander, consultant surgeon

	1York Hospital, York YO31 8HE, UK


	Correspondence to: D Jones ugm4djj{at}gmail.com


A 39 year old primigravid woman who was 36 weeks pregnant presented to the maternity unit with a one day history of worsening intermittent abdominal pain and vomiting. The pain was colicky in nature, with no radiation, and it was worse when she was lying flat. There had been no vaginal bleeding, no change in bowel habit, and no urinary symptoms. She had been previously well and had no medical history of note. She was tachycardic (117 beats/min), but respirations, blood pressure, and temperature were normal. On examination she was tender in the right upper quadrant and epigastrium, with no guarding. Before the general surgeons were contacted, the obstetric team had taken a history and carried out an examination, including a speculum examination, assessment of fetal heart sounds, and cardiotocography monitoring. All fetal assessments were normal and speculum examination excluded preterm labour.
Routine haematological and biochemical investigations showed a raised alkaline phosphatase, consistent with pregnancy, and a raised amylase (113 U/L; reference range 30-100). Abdominal ultrasound showed a normal single fetus and no intraperitoneal free fluid or gallstones. Despite regular analgesia and antiemetics the pain worsened gradually over the next 48 hours, with constant bilious vomiting.
After discussion with the general surgeon on call, it was decided that the possibility of bowel obstruction needed to be investigated, so abdominal radiography was performed (fig 1⇓).


Questions
	1 What are the important differential diagnoses for abdominal pain during pregnancy?

	2 Is it safe to perform abdominal radiography during pregnancy? What other forms of imaging could be used?

	3 What can be seen on the abdominal radiograph?

	4 How should the patient be managed?



Answers
1 What are the important differential diagnoses for abdominal pain during pregnancy?
Short answer
Initial differential diagnosis includes gastroenteritis, cholecystitis, appendicitis, acute pancreatitis, ureteric colic, bowel obstruction, and placental abruption.

Long answer
It is difficult to make a clinical diagnosis in pregnant women with … 
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