
Directors of Calcutta hospital are arrested after fire
kills 90
Zosia Kmietowicz

London

Six directors of the Amri Hospital in Calcutta have been arrested
and charged with culpable homicide after at least 90 people are
thought to have died in a fire that broke out at the facility on 9
December. They have been denied bail.
Reports suggest that the 190 bed private hospital had been
warned about inadequate safety standards.
Most of those who died were patients, although four member
of staff are believed to have lost their lives in the blaze. It has
been reported that most staff abandoned the hospital when the
fire started and did not try to help patients to safety.
The fire is thought to have started in the basement of the
hospital, where inflammable materials were stored, and that it
was a few hours before the alarm was raised.
The US writer and surgeon Atul Gawande, who pioneered the
World Health Organization’s checklist for safer surgery, sent
several tweets at the weekend saying that the fire showed that
even the richest Indian hospitals had not learnt patient safety.

Dr Gawande, who is of Indian origin, said that it was a sad
coincidence that the fire came almost exactly 50 years since a
fire in a hospital in Hartford, Connecticut, killed 16 people. The
lesson of the Hartford fire was that people needed to share data
more than blame, he said.
Mamata Banerjee, chief minister of West Bengal, told the
Associated Press that authorities had warned the hospital in
September of inadequate safety standards in the hospital’s
basement but that no action was taken. She called the crime
“unforgivable” and said that those responsible would receive
the harshest punishment.
The hospital denies the charges.
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