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Richard Pengelley Ashfield

Former consultant physician West 
Dorset (b 1932; q Westminster 
Hospital 1955; FRCP), died from 
mesothelioma on 5 June 2010.
Richard Pengelley Ashfield did his 
national service with the Royal 
Air Force, where he learnt to fly, a 
hobby he enjoyed until the year 
before his death. He was resident 
medical officer at the National 
Heart Hospital and senior registrar 
at Westminster Hospital, where 
he investigated hyperbaric oxygen 
in acute myocardial infarction. In 
1968 he moved to Dorset, where he 
developed local services in cardiac 
and respiratory medicine and served 
on the health authority, retiring in 
1994. Dapper and meticulous to 
the point of eccentricity, he had 
immaculate handwriting and a fine 
collection of old fountain pens. 
In retirement he studied British 
wartime airfields. Predeceased by 
his wife, Mary, in 1999, he leaves 
three children.
Peter Down , David Cove 
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Joseph Norman Blau

Former consultant neurologist 
National Hospital for Neurology and 
Neurosurgery, London, and medical 
director City of London Migraine Clinic 
(b 1928; q St Bartholomew’s Hospital, 
London, 1952; MD, FRCP, FRCPath), 
died from prostate cancer on 26 June 
2010.
Born in Berlin, Joseph Norman 
Blau (“Nat”) escaped to England 

at the start of the second world 
war. In 1980 he co-founded the 
City of London Migraine Clinic, a 
medical charity, where he worked 
until six months before his death. 
He published seminal papers on 
migraine precipitants, phases of 
migraine attacks, and behaviour 
during cluster headache, as 
well as identifying three new 
headaches. Honorary medical 
adviser to Migraine Action for 27 
years, Nat was also active in the 
Anglo-Dutch Migraine Association 
and British Association for the 
Study of Headache. He leaves a 
wife, Jill; three children; and four 
grandchildren.
Anne MacGregor 
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Kenneth Brotherston

Former director medical computing 
systems, Scotland (b 1952;  
q Edinburgh 1976; MSc, FFPH), died 
on 30 May 2010 from complications 
associated with renal dialysis.
After junior posts in Edinburgh, 
Kenneth Brotherston (“Ken”) 
started training in anaesthetics at 
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, during 
which he was diagnosed with 
chronic renal failure and started 
long term dialysis. He switched to 
public health medicine, obtaining 
his MSc. His pioneering study on 
the impact of smoking on morbidity 
and mortality was published in 
1982 as The Scottish Epidemic, 
and he became honorary secretary 
of Action on Smoking and Health 
Scotland. Ken was director of 
medical computing systems 
in Scotland from 1986 to his 
retirement in 2002 due to ill health. 
He coped with his disabilities in 
a matter of fact way and never 
complained. He leaves a wife, Anne, 
and two sons.
Michael Ryan 
Cite this as: BMJ 2010;341:c4233

Ian Cameron Geddes

Former reader department of 
anaesthesia, University of Liverpool  
(b 1922; q St Andrews 1945; MD (St A), 
FRCA), d 29 November 2009.
Ian Cameron Geddes was awarded a 
Full Blue for athletics by St Andrews 
University. He served in the Royal Air 
Force before training in anaesthesia 
in Liverpool. Awarded his MD with 
commendation, he returned to 
Liverpool as lecturer, later becoming 
senior lecturer and, in 1975, reader. 
He published mainly on aspects of 
local analgesic drugs, contributing 
to standard reference works. A 
pioneer of using audiovisual aids 
for teaching and revision, he also 
advocated training for trainers 
long before such schemes became 
universal. He left Liverpool for a 
professorship in Jordan which fell 
through, and then lived in France 
(he was fluent in French) before 
being appointed senior lecturer at 
the London Hospital. He leaves two 
daughters and three grandchildren.
J Edmund Riding  
Ronald S Jones 
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Paul Winchester Houghton

Former consultant general surgeon 
Worcester (b 1911;  
q St Bartholomew’s Hospital, 
 London, 1935; FRCS),  
d 5 August 2009.
As a naval surgeon in the second 
world war Paul Winchester 
Houghton saved the lives of two 
admirals and treated the wounded 

from Ark Royal, being demobilised 
as surgeon lieutenant commander. 
After the war he was appointed 
consultant general surgeon in 
Worcester. After retiring at 65, 
he worked for a year at All Saints 
Hospital in Transkei, South Africa, 
and was later surgical locum in the 
west country and in St Lucia. At 75 
he was surgical locum to Nazareth 
Hospital in Israel. He always 
began every operating list with a 
prayer at the operating table. He 
died clearheaded and anchored 
in his faith in Christ. He leaves a 
wife, Jean; two children; and three 
grandchildren.
Mark Houghton 
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David Livingstone Wilson

Former medical officer of health 
Newcastle (b 1925; q Glasgow 1948; 
DTM&H, DPH, FFCP), died from 
Parkinson’s disease on 21 March 
2010.
David Livingstone Wilson was  
born in Chitambo, Northern 
Rhodesia, where his father, a 
grandson of David Livingstone, 
was a medical missionary. After 
qualification and preparation for 
medical missionary work, David 
worked at Lubwa Mission Hospital, 
then in Northern Rhodesia, during 
1951-9. On returning to the UK, he 
went into public health, working 
in Newcastle from 1965 to 1988. A 
governor of the David Livingstone 
Centre in Blantyre, Scotland, he 
spent three months in Africa with an 
expedition following Livingstone’s 
last journey in 1993. His last trip 
to Africa was in 2005 to attend 
the Zambian celebrations of 
Livingstone’s reaching Mosi-oa-
Tunya 150 years before. He leaves a 
wife, Ada; four children; and eight 
grandchildren.
Neil I L Wilson 
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