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Ronald Albert Fisher

Founder of hospice care in the NHS  
(b 1917; Cambridge/Middlesex 1943; 
FFARCS, JP), d 15 August 2007.
As senior anaesthetist at the 
Bournemouth and East Dorset 
Group of Hospitals, Ronnie Fisher 
persuaded the local health authority 
to bear the costs of operating a 
facility for terminally ill patients 
with cancer if public support could 
build and equip it. He raised most 
of the funds locally, with one third 
from what is now Macmillan Cancer 
Relief, and the first NHS palliative 
care service opened at Christchurch 
Hospital in 1975. Ronnie also 
pioneered the first NHS home care 
service for patients with cancer—now 
the Macmillan Nursing Service—and 
introduced the first NHS day care unit 
in 1977. In retirement, he cowrote 
three books on palliative care in 
cancer, and introduced such care 
worldwide. He leaves a wife, Binnie, 
and two daughters.
Teresa Fisher

Duncan Buchanan  
MacGregor

Former consultant ear, nose, and 
throat surgeon Stirling and Falkirk 
Royal Infirmaries (b 1935; q Glasgow 

1958; FRCS), died from metastatic 
renal cancer on 2 January 2007.
Duncan Buchanan MacGregor 
trained in surgery in Glasgow and 
then established the specialist ear, 
nose, and throat departments at 
Stirling and Falkirk Royal Infirmaries. 
He took pride in an ENT service that 
was provided solely by consultants. 
He spent time in the 1970s, and after 
retirement, working in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia. A gifted footballer, he was 
a director of Stirling Albion Football 
Club for many years. He leaves a wife, 
Liz, and two children from his first 
marriage.
Fiona B MacGregor

Donald Melvin MacKay

Former general practitioner 
Northallerton (b 1924; q Edinburgh 
1946; DObstRCOG), died after 
a cerebral haemorrhage on 22 
September 2007.
Following national service in the 
Royal Army Medical Corps and 
several hospital appointments, 
Donald Melvin MacKay finally 
settled in practice in Northallerton 
in 1952. He retired in 1984, having 
had special responsibility for the 
village of Appleton Wiske and the 
surrounding community. Between 
1966 and 1984 he was a member of 
the North Riding Executive Council 
and then the first secretary of the 
North Yorkshire Medical Committee, 
which represented all general 
practitioners in the North Yorkshire 
area. He leaves a wife, Monica; two 
sons; and four granddaughters.
R Boersma, Andrew Mackay
William Mackay, D W L Smith

Edmund Mervyn Rosser
Former general practitioner 
Bermondsey, London (b 1926; q St 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, 
1952; MRCGP), died from a pulmonary 
embolism on 15 April 2007.
After national service in 
Korea, Edmund Mervyn Rosser 
(“Mervyn”) joined a general 
practice in Bermondsey in 1956 
and remained there until his 
retirement in 1992. He was active 
in his local BMA division and was 
awarded the fellowship of the 
BMA in 1982. Mervyn became a 
Christian in his mid-20s and was 
a member of Westminster Chapel 
for over 55 years. An international 
hurdler while at Barts and in the 
army, he was subsequently a keen 
tennis player and ski-bobber. He 
leaves a wife, Hilary; two children; 
and two grandchildren.
Hilary Rosser

Barnett (“Barney”)  
Shanson

Former general practitioner London 
(b 1910; q The London Hospital 1932; 
DPhysMed), died from prostate cancer 
on 22 August 2007.
Barnett Shanson (“Barney”) was a 
founder member of the Heberden 
Society, the forerunner of the 
British Society for Rheumatology. 
Subsequently he worked as a 
general practitioner for 45 years. 
He experimented with pulverising 
renal calculi by low frequency 
ultrasound long before lithotripsy 
was introduced into hospital 
practice; showed transient 

clinical improvement in some 
rheumatology patients after 
hypnosis; and published papers 
on histamine and antihistamine. 
His book, Doctor in Soho, written in 
collaboration with Charles Connell, 
was translated into five languages 
and serialised in the Sunday 
Dispatch. Predeceased by his first 
wife, Clare, and his second wife, 
Steffie, he leaves three children and 
six grandchildren.
David Shanson

Rasiah Somasundaram 
Thiagarajah

Former consultant paediatrician 
and medical director Wakefield 
and Pontefract NHS Trust (b 1938; 
q Colombo, Sri Lanka, 1963; DCH, 
FRCP), died from lung cancer on 25 
September 2007.
Rasiah Somasundaram 
Thiagarajah (“RS”) came to the 
United Kingdom after working 
in Sri Lanka as a paediatrician. 
After further training in the UK, 
he rapidly rose to the position 
of medical director and lead 
clinician, which he held from 1995 
to 2005. Having developed a 
comprehensive service in autism, 
child abuse, and attention deficit 
disorder, he attracted referrals 
from well outside his catchment 
area. Always an enthusiastic 
participant in Tamil cultural 
activities, he also supported his 
old school in the north of Sri Lanka. 
He leaves a wife, Susheila, and 
two sons.
Mahen Muthiah
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