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Job Joab Bwayo
Pioneering researcher on AIDS 
vaccines

The senseless death of Professor Job Joab 
Bwayo, one of Africa’s leading research 
scientists, in a violent carjacking in Nairobi 
has sent shockwaves across Kenya and 
caused consternation and dismay among his 
fellow researchers world wide.

The head of the Kenya Medical 
Research Institute, Dr Davy Koech, 
described Professor Bwayo as “one 
of Africa’s most distinguished and 
accomplished career scientists of his time.”

Dr Kevin M De Cock, director of HIV/
AIDS at the World Health Organization, 
told the BMJ: “Professor Job Bwayo was a 
respected, committed scientist who made 
important contributions to HIV vaccine 
research. His senseless and tragic death 
is a great loss to his family, Kenya and 
Africa, and HIV/AIDS science.”

His former collaborator Professor 
Andrew McMichael, director of John 
Radcliffe Hospital’s Weatherall Institute 
of Molecular Medicine, commented: 
“Professor Bwayo built the capacity for 
Kenyans to conduct high quality vaccine 
trials, founding the internationally respected 
Kenya AIDS Vaccine Initiative (KAVI). He 
was trying to help young Kenyans, and it is 
tragic that young carjackers should gun him 
down in this way.”

STD/AIDS and as a senior member of the 
World Health Organization’s collaborative 
centre for STD/HIV research training.

He eventually became one of Africa’s 
most renowned AIDS researchers, whose 
work was critical in shaping HIV vaccine 
policy across east Africa and giving Kenya 
a key position in the global HIV vaccine 
research arena, particularly through his 
innovative development of partnerships to 
bring African and international capabilities 
together.

“This is a devastating loss for the entire 
AIDS vaccine field,” said Seth F Berkley, 
president of the International AIDS 
Vaccine Initiative. “Professor Bwayo was 
a talented scientist, working diligently to 
find a final solution to the AIDS crisis. 
Under his stewardship, KAVI has played a 
leading role in driving research for AIDS 
vaccines globally. He was a renowned 
leader in the AIDS community, in the 
AIDS vaccine development field, and in 
his own country, understanding that Kenya 
was at the forefront of AIDS research.”

Born to Joseph and Margaret K Bwayo 
in 1948 in the Bungoma district of western 
Kenya, Bwayo completed high school 
education in western Kenya before going 
on to the University of Nairobi Medical 
School. On completing his bachelor’s 
degree in medicine in the mid-1970s, 
he continued his research and graduate 
studies at the University of Nairobi while 
working full time at the Kenyatta National 
Hospital, completing his doctorate in 
immunology in 1985.

Bwayo’s untimely demise was the result 
of the latest in a wave of high profile car 
jackings in Nairobi, which on 7 February 
2007 prompted the US Embassy to issue 
a travel advisory warning of the dangers 
of visiting Kenya, as well as calls for a 
crackdown on gun crime by the Kenyan 
press and government.

Bwayo leaves an American born wife, 
Elizabeth (who was badly injured in the 
attack), and four children.
Peter Moszynski

Job Joab Bwayo, leading researcher on AIDS and 
tropical diseases Nairobi (b 1948; q Nairobi around 
1975; PhD), died from gunshot wounds during an 
armed robbery on 4 February 2007.

As KAVI’s lead scientist, Bwayo was 
just concluding one of the first trials of 
a candidate AIDS vaccine designed to 
prevent HIV/AIDS caused by multiple 
subtypes in east Africa. His investigations 
into the role of truck drivers as a vector 
for the HIV virus led to his seminal 
research in discovering an apparent natural 
immunity among a small group of Nairobi 
sex workers, which has been key to much 
contemporary vaccine development.

He recently said: “The development 
of the vaccine dates back to 1985 when 
we started to study a group of female 
commercial sex workers in Nairobi. 
During follow-up, we found out that a 
small percentage, 5% of the women, 
remained uninfected, even though they 
continued to be exposed to HIV.”

His research discovered that the 
uninfected women had developed very 
high numbers of killer T cells, a crucial 
component of the immune system. This 
observation contributed to the decision to 
create a vaccine designed to boost T cell 
numbers.

“We know that in the search for an AIDS 
vaccine, many different vaccines will need 
to be tested. Kenyan scientists are proud 
to have had long term experience with 
this research, and to be on the forefront 
of promising new vaccine candidates,” he 
commented last year.

An eloquent teacher as well as 
formidable researcher, one of his 
favourite expressions was: “HIV vaccine 
development is a marathon, not a sprint 
and—as we all know—Kenyans are very 
good at marathons.”

Among his recent achievements were 
helping to conduct the first five AIDS 
vaccine trials in Kenya; building a world 
class, accredited laboratory facility and 
scientific infrastructure to prepare for 
larger scale trials; establishing rigorous 
quality control programmes; and 
contributing to Kenya’s national AIDS 
vaccine plan.

In addition to heading Kenya’s AIDS 
vaccine initiative, Bwayo was former 
chairman of the Department of Medical 
Microbiology, College of Health Sciences. 
He also served as co-director of the 
Regional AIDS Training Network for 
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Peter Ogilvie Leggat

Former consultant physician 
Northern Regional Hospital Authority 
(b 1917; q Aberdeen 1941; MD, 
FRCP), died from congestive heart 
failure/ischaemic heart disease on 5 
February 2007.
Peter enlisted as a doctor in the 
Royal Air Force in 1942, leaving in 
1946 a squadron leader. He was 
consultant physician in the Northern 
Regional Hospital Authority from 
1953 and clinical lecturer at the 
University of Newcastle upon Tyne 
from 1966 until his retirement in 
1981. He readily acknowledged 
that his medical vocation would 
not have been realised without the 
support of his wife and family. He 
retired to West Looe, East Cornwall, 
where he indulged his passions for 
fishing, local history, archaeology, 
and, in his final years, information 
technology. He regularly kept up 
with medicine at the local hospital 
library, and latterly, as his eyesight 
and health failed, through the 
internet. He leaves a wife, Denise, 
and two daughters.
John Hodgson

Nicholas Taptiklis

Former Meres senior student in 
medical research St John’s College, 
Cambridge (b 1918; q Athens 1940, 
Otago 1950; PhD), d 1 September 
2006.
Nicholas Taptiklis (“Nick”) served 
as a doctor in the Royal Hellenic 

Navy after a dramatic escape 
from occupied Greece. In 1947 
he emigrated to New Zealand, 
where he qualified again. In 
1952 he established a general 
practice in Tauranga, but in 1963 
he started his research into 
cancer. He was appointed the 
Meres senior student in medical 
research at St John’s College, 
Cambridge, becoming a senior 
member of the Department of 
the Regius Professor of Physic 
and supervisor at St John’s. After 
retirement in 1977 he was general 
medical officer for the US army in 
Mannheim for five years. He leaves 
a wife, Barbara, and 23 direct 
descendants, although he was 
the sole male descendant of the 
Taptiklis line.
Theodore Taptiklis

Ethel Hunter Waddy

Former anaesthetist Northampton 
Manfield Hospital and Kettering 
General Hospital (b 1906; q Sheffield 
1930), d 30 December 2006.
After qualifying, Ethel Hunter 
Waddy worked in general practice in 
Leamington Spa until she married 
her first cousin Francis Fisher Waddy 
in 1931 and moved to Northampton. 
During the war she trained in 
anaesthesia and continued 
practising as an anaesthetist for 
several years after the war. They 
moved to Great Brington in 1945, 
when she took up horse riding, 
and horses remained her life long 
passion. Reasonably active to the 
last she died peacefully at home just 
eight days before her 101st birthday. 
Predeceased by her husband, 
Francis, she leaves two sons and 
three grandchildren.
Sam Waddy
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paediatric neurologists in the 
United Kingdom and was a 
founder member, secretary, and 
president of the British Paediatric 
Neurology Association. He was 
a senior lecturer at Birmingham 
University and a consultant at the 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital. 
He was an exceptionally hard 
worker and an excellent teacher. 
Time was of little importance: 
his well-attended teaching 
ward rounds often ended after 
midnight. His special interests 
were neuro-ophthalmology, 
metabolic diseases affecting 
the developing nervous system, 
and adrenoleucodystrophy. He 
was kind, generous, popular, 
and notoriously disorganised. 
He lectured frequently on Jewish 
medical ethics, combining three 
things he loved: his religion, 
medicine, and talking. He leaves a 
wife, Margaret, and two sons.
Alan Craft
Tony Hockley

Patricia Mary Leeson

Former consultant physician 
medicine for the elderly Southern 
Derbyshire Acute Hospitals NHS 
Trust (b 1927; q Trinity College 
Dublin 1951; FRCP), died from 
disseminated cancer on 11 October 
2006.
Patricia (“Pat”) Mary Leeson 
expected the highest possible 
standard of care for her patients. 
She was impervious to flattery—
only hard work and sincerity held 
sway with her. After qualifying, 
she did various research and 
clinical jobs before becoming 
consultant physician in geriatric 
medicine in 1966. She took over 
700 beds spread over five different 
hospitals with no junior staff, no 
personal secretary, and no office, 
but she built up an efficient and 
comprehensive department with 
60 new acute beds in Derby City 
General Hospital. Pat loved horses 
and farm life and was keenly 
involved in the affairs of her home 
village of Mackworth. She never 
married but was close to her 
brother’s family.
R M Mishra

David Ivor Bowen

Former consultant ophthalmologist 
Harrogate District Hospital (b 1937; 
q Cambridge/St Thomas’ Hospital, 
London, 1961), died from cancer on 5 
February 2007.
After house jobs at St Thomas’ 
Hospital, David Bowen travelled 
round the world as a ship’s 
doctor, staying in Australia for 
some months before returning 
to St Thomas’ to start a career 
in ophthalmology. He became a 
lecturer at St Paul’s Eye Hospital in 
Liverpool. Appointed consultant 
in 1972, he spent the rest of 
his career working in Harrogate 
in NHS and private practice. 
He was secretary and later 
president of the North of England 
Ophthalmological Society, and 
president of the Harrogate Medical 
Society. He was a keen distance 
runner in his middle years and 
enjoyed golf, fell walking, classical 
music, and poetry. Twice married, 
his second wife, Clare, died 
soon after he retired in 2001. 
He leaves four children and two 
grandchildren.
David I Bowen

Stuart Harvey Green

Former paediatric neurologist 
Birmingham (b 1939; q Cambridge/
Middlesex 1963; FRCP, FRCPCH), died 
from a stroke on 21 November 2006.
Stuart Harvey Green was 
one of the first generation of 
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