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primary studies of test accuracy to improve our ability to
predict spontaneous preterm birth.

We thank Fujian Song, Malgorzata Adamcyzck, and Pavlina
Jungova for their help in extracting relevant data from Chinese,
Polish, and Czech manuscripts, respectively. We also thank Julie
Glanville and Stephen Duffy at the NHS Centre for Reviews and
Dissemination at York for contribution to the database searches.
We are grateful to Professor R Zimmermann, Professor M J
Whittle, and Mr H Gee for their critical review of the manuscript
and for suggestions for improvement.

o

S

—_
—_

=

IS

20

2

et

2

I

23

3

24

Contributors: See bmj.com
Funding: WellBeing grant No K2/00.
Competing interests: None declared.

Maternal and Child Health Consortium. Confidential enquiries into
stillbirths and deaths in infancy (CESDI): 6th annual report. London: Station-
ery Office, 1999.

Peters KD, Kochanek KD, Murphy SL. Deaths: final data for 1996. Natl

Vital Stat Rep 1998;47:1-100.

Department of Health (UK). NHS maternity statistics, England: 1989-90 to

1994-95. London: Stationery Office, 1997. www.doh.gov.uk/public/
sb9728.htm (accessed 23 August 2001).

Stewart AL, Rifkin L, Amess PN, Kirkbride V, Townsend JP, Miller DH, et
al. Brain structure and neurocognitive and behavioural function in ado-
lescents who were born very preterm. Lancet 1999;353:1653-7.

Wolke D, Meyer R. Cognitive status, language attainment, and prereading
skills of 6-year-old very preterm children and their peers: the Bavarian
longitudinal study. Dev Med Child Neurol 1999;41:94-109.

Crowley P. Prophylactic corticosteroids for preterm birth. Cochrane
Database Syst Rev 20003(2):CD000065.

Matsuura H, Takio K, Titani K, Greene T, Levery SB, Salyan ME, et al. The
oncofetal structure of human fibronectin defined by monoclonal
antibody FDC-6. Unique structural requirement for the antigenic specifi-
city provided by a glycosylhexapeptide. J Biol Chem 1988;263:3314-22.
Lockwood CJ, Senyei AE, Dische MR, Casal D, Shah KD, Thung SN, et al.
Fetal fibronectin in cervical and vaginal secretions as a predictor of pre-
term delivery. N Engl ] Med 1991;325:669-74.

Cochrane methods group on systematic review of screening and
diagnostic tests: recommended methods, last updated on 6 June 1996.
www.cochrane.org/cochrane/sadtdoc1.htm (accessed 7 April 2001).

Khan KS, Dinnes J, Kleijnen J. Systematic reviews to evaluate diagnostic
tests. Eur | Obstet Gynecol Reprod Biol 2001;95:6-11.

Honest H, Bachmann LM, Khan KS Electronic searching of the literature
for systematic reviews of screening and diagnostic tests for preterm birth.
Eur ] Obstet Gynecol Reprod Biol (in press).

Khan KS, ter Riet G, Popay ], Nixon J, Kleijnen ]. Study quality assessment

(phase 5): conducting the review (stage 2). Undertaking systematic reviews of
research on effectiveness. 1-20. York: University of York, 2001 (CRD Report
No 4).

Jaeschke R, Guyatt G, Sackett DL. Users’ guides to the medical literature.
I How to use an article about a diagnostic test. B. What are the results
and will they help me in caring for my patients? The evidence-based
medicine working group. JAMA 1994;271:703-7.

Goldenberg RL, Iams JD, Miodovnik M, Van Dorsten JP, Thurnau G, Bot-
toms S, et al. The preterm prediction study: risk factors in twin gestations.
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development
Maternal-Fetal Medicine Units Network. Am ] Obstet Gynecol
1996;175:1047-53.

Morrison JC, Naef RW 3rd, Botti JJ, Katz M, Belluomini JM, McLaughlin
BN. Prediction of spontaneous preterm birth by fetal fibronectin and
uterine activity. Obstet Gynecol 1996;87:649-55.

Tolino A, Ronsini S, Zullo F, Pellicano M, Regine V, Nappi C. Fetal fibro-
nectin as a screening test for premature delivery in multiple pregnancies.
Int ] Gynaecol Obstet 1996;52:3-7.

Faron G, Boulvain M, Lescrainier JP, Vokaer A. A single cervical fetal
fibronectin screening test in a population at low risk for preterm delivery:
an improvement on clinical indicators? Br | Obstet Gynaecol
1997;104:697-701.

Hellemans P, Gerris ], Verdonk P. Fetal fibronectin detection for
prediction of preterm birth in low risk women. Br ] Obstet Gynaecol
1995;102:207-12.

Crane JM, Armson BA, Dodds L, Feinberg RF, Kennedy W, Kirkland SA.
Risk scoring, fetal fibronectin, and bacterial vaginosis to predict preterm
delivery. Obstet Gynecol 1999;93:517-22.

Heath VC, Daskalakis G, Zagaliki A, Carvalho M, Nicolaides KH.
Cervicovaginal fibronectin and cervical length at 23 weeks of gestation:
relative risk of early preterm delivery. BJOG 2000;107:1276-81.

Coleman MA, McCowan LM, Pattison NS, Mitchell M. Fetal fibronectin
detection in preterm labor: evaluation of a prototype bedside dipstick
technique and cervical assessment. Am_J Obstet Gynecol 1998;179:1553-8.
Coleman MA, Keelan JA, McCowan LM, Townend KM, Mitchell MD. Pre-
dicting preterm delivery: comparison of cervicovaginal interleukin
(IL)-1beta, IL-6 and IL-8 with fetal fibronectin and cervical dilatation. Fur
J Obstet Gynecol Reprod Biol 2001;95:154-8.

Grandi C, Perego M, Briozzo G, Cassini A. Fibronectina fetal (fFN) en
secrecion cervical como predictor del parto prematuro. Rev Hosp Mat Inf
Ramon Sarda 1996:15:127-36.

Morrison JC, Allbert JR, McLaughlin BN, Whitworth NS, Roberts WE,
Martin RW. Oncofetal fibronectin in patients with false labor as a predic-
tor of preterm delivery. Am | Obstet Gynecol 1993;168:538-42.

o

28

2

B=]

3

=1

32

3

Qo

o
e

Senden IPM, Owen P. Comparison of cervical assessment, fetal
fibronectin and fetal breathing in the diagnosis of preterm labour. Clin
Exp Obstet Gynecol 19962

5 LaShay N, Gilson G, Joffe G, Qualls C, Curet L. Will cervicovaginal

interleukin-6 combined with fetal fibronectin testing improve the predic-
tion of preterm delivery? | Matern Fetal Med 2000;9:336-41.

7 Luo L, Lu Q, Wei F. [Fetal fibronectin and preterm birth]. Zhonghua Fu

Chan Ke Za Zhi 1997;32:25-6.

Gebhardt S, Odendaal HJ. Fetal fibronectin in vaginal secretions—a pre-
dictor of preterm delivery? [letter]. S Afr Med ] 1995;85:188.

Hampl M, Friese K, Hofmann I, Melchert F. [Quantitative determination
of fetal fibronectin in cervical smears: a new marker for evaluating the
risk in premature labour.] Geburtshilfe Frauenheilkd 1994;54:685-90.
Leitich H, Egarter C, Kaider A, Hohlagschwandtner M, Berghammer P,
Husslein P. Cervicovaginal fetal fibronectin as a marker for preterm
delivery: a meta-analysis. Am ] Obstet Gynecol 1999;180:1169-76.

Revah A, Hannah ME, Sue-A Quan AK. Fetal fibronectin as a predictor of
preterm birth: an overview. Am | Perinatol 1998;15:613-21.

Faron G, Boulvain M, Irion O, Bernard PM, Fraser WD. Prediction of pre-
term delivery by fetal fibronectin: a meta-analysis. Obstet Gynecol
1998;92:153-8.

Chien PFW, Khan KS, Ogston S, Owen P. The diagnostic accuracy of
cervico-vaginal fetal fibronectin in predicting preterm delivery: an
overview. Br | Obstet Gynaecol 1997;104:436-44.

Lijmer JG, Mol BW, Heisterkamp S, Bonsel GJ, Prins MH, van der Meu-
len JH, et al. Empirical evidence of design-related bias in studies of diag-
nostic tests. JAMA 1999;282:1061-6.

(Accepted 13 March 2002)

Corrections and clarifications

Prolonged erections produced by dihydrocodeine and
sildenafil

In the penultimate paragraph of this “Drug point”
by David Goldmeier and Harpal Lamba (29 June,
p 1555) we wrongly edited out “we suggest that.”
The sentence should read: “We suggest that the
acute opiate intake in our patients on sildenafil
produced abnormally high cyclic guanosine
monophosphate concentrations in peripheral
nerve endings, which resulted in prolonged
erections even after orgasm.”

Obituary

In the obituary of Richard Dyer Mudd (15 June,

p 1458) we wrongly spelt the name of his son in
law, John McHale. It was correct in the original
draft, but unfortunately, the electronic spellcheck
facility suggested changing this to Michele, and we
clicked on OK by mistake. Our apologies.

Exponent of “male menopause” censured by GMC

We wrongly stated at the start of this news article
by Owen Dyer (13 July, p 65) that Dr Malcolm
Carruthers, who was censured by the General
Medical Council for serious medical misconduct,
prescribed male hormones over the internet. He
did not; he suggested prescriptions for GPs to fill.

10-minute consultation: Paraesthesia

In this article by Badal Pal (22 June, p 1501), a late
proofreading slip led to a word being wrongly
inserted into the title of the accompanying box.
The title should read: “Investigations [not “Phalen’s
investigations”] for paraesthesia in fingers and
hand.”

Consumption of seafood and preterm delivery

When we scanned Yasuo Ishida’s faxed letter
“Method of cooking should be named” into our
electronic system, two errors were introduced but
not noticed (25 May, p 1279). In one case, a letter
was wrongly inserted, and in the other a number
dropped off. The sentence “Or [are we to] eat raw
sashimi with snake?” should have read “with sake”
(the Japanese fermented alcoholic drink made
from rice). The correct zipcode for the author has a
7 in it (MO 63117).
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