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Worst outcome of Griffiths report would be that research becomes increasingly difficult

	Terence Stephenson, professor of child health (MIZGW@mgn2.obs.nottingham.ac.uk)

	Academic Division of Child Health, University Hospital, Nottingham NG7 2UH

	Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire ST5 4HJ

	British Association of Perinatal Medicine, London W1W 6DE

	Academic Department of Paediatrics, North Staffordshire Hospital, Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire ST4 6QG

	Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, London W1N 6DE

	Coven, Near Wolverhampton WV9 5HX

	4 Rawden Place, Riverside, Cardiff CF11 6LF

	Newcastle upon Tyne

	UK Cochrane Centre, Oxford, OX2 7LG







EDITOR—The Griffiths report contained a critique of two specific research projects and proposals on the regulation of research generally.

Hey and Chalmers express no view on these proposals.1 However, the accompanying editorial by Smith agrees with the report's main recommendations on the need for better research governance in the NHS without citing supporting evidence.

The Griffiths report made three main recommendations which could inhibit clinical research.

Firstly, concern about consent for research at times of stress. Most intensive care research requires consent at times of stress and if the researchers waited this research would be impossible. The financial cost of the suggested consent from a third party would inhibit research.

Secondly, the inquiry stated that brain damage could not be reliably assessed at a short period of follow up and was critical that follow up was determined by the amount of funding available. To place a requirement that all research in children involves long term follow up studies would abolish much research. The resources required are not addressed.

Thirdly, trusts should ensure that arrangements are in place for active monitoring of the progress of research. There is no indication that new funding will be available for this. Furthermore, “research involving vulnerable groups should be subject to an even greater degree of independent supervision than clinical research in general.”

Not for the first time will there be the paradox of well-meaning discrimination against children. This has been the case for trials of new drugs, in which the perceived obstacles deter research in children.2 The Department of Health's draft research governance “to protect participants, improve quality and stop research fraud” gives no evidence of the magnitude of these problems and does not discuss the resource implications of implementation.3 “There are already powerful incentives to adhere to many of the … 
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