
diversity and extent of the many schemes that make
information on health more widely available to people
in developing countries. We hope that organisations
and individuals who know about the subject will write
and tell use more.

In the near future the BMJ hopes to make itself
more accessible to doctors and researchers overseas
who cannot afford the normal subscriptions. As a first
step the BMJ is organising a conference to bring
together publishers, donors, and recipients of infor-
mation on medicine and science to increase under-
standing and cooperation. Details ofthe conference are
not yet finalised, but anyone who is interested in
participating or attending should contact the editor,
Richard Smith.

1 Skandhan KP. Journals for developing countries. Lancet 1992;340:1165.
2 International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications. INASP

directosy 1993. London: ICSU Press, 1993.
3 Jongsma A. Joumnals for developing countries. Latcet 1993;341:376.

Useful addresses

Nature Marketing (for gift subscriptions)
4 Little Essex Street
LondonWC2R 3LF

International Network for the Availability of Scientific
Publications (INASP)
PO Box 2564
London W5 1ZD
telephone 081 997 3274
fax 091 8109795

International Campus Book Link (ICBL)
Book Aid International
39/41 Coldharbour Lane
London SE5 9NR
telephone 071 733 3577
fax 071 978 8006

Pharmaid, Commonwealth Pharmaceutical Association
1 Lambeth High Street
London SE1 7JN
telephone 071 735 9141

Educational Low-Priced Books Scheme (ELBS)
International Book Development Ltd
6 Devonhurst Place
Heathfield Terrace
LondonW4 4JD
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Adeta* of Mantegna 's "The
Martyrdom ofSt Christopher

Cover story: Kitaj's "Heart Attack"

After my heart attack I got very interested in heart
attacks so I painted this one which was suggested by a
man shot in the eye with an arrow, depicted by
Mantegna.

A beneficiary of the American GI bill, R B Kitaj arrived
in Britain in 1958 to study at the Ruskin School of
Drawing and Fine Art in Oxford. He "stayed on, and
it became a habit."'

Since then Kitaj has become one of the best
known artists of his generation, which includes David
Hockney, Howard Hodgkin, and Allen Jones. He is
the first American since Sargent to be elected to both
the Institute of Arts and Letters in New York and the
Royal Academy, London. Robert Hughes, art critic of
Time magazine, said, "Kitaj draws better than almost
anyone else alive." Next year a large exhibition of his
work opens at the Tate Gallery, London, where "Heart
Attack" will be first exhibited.
Many of Kitaj's early pictures explored political or

historical subjects-for example, "The Murder of
Rosa Luxemburg" and "The Perils of Revisionism."
Although the paintings usually deal very specifically
with the past 100 years, allusions to paintings of earlier
centuries are common. For example, the subject
matter of "If Not, Not" is the murder of the European
Jews by the Nazis (the Auschwitz gatehouse dominates
the painting); yet "the general look of the picture was
inspired by my first look at Giorgione's 'Tempesta'."
Self portraits of Kitaj feature in several of his paintings,
although they are usually jostling for attention with
other figures, and the Kitaj figure is usually playing
some complicated role.
Over the past decade his work has become increas-

ingly autobiographical, with Kitaj's exploration of his
Jewish identity providing the link between the political
and the personal arenas. He quotes Cezanne's famous
ambition, "To do Poussin over again, after Nature,"
and says he would like "To do Cezanne and Degas and
Kafka over again, after Auschwitz."'

"Heart Attack" and two other paintings dating from
1990 (which record his first sexual encounters 40
years earlier) are striking in that they address Kitaj's
own experiences directly.' Despite being suggested

The full version of "Heart Anack" (1990), a detail of which appears
on the cover

by an image ofmartyrdom "Heart Attack" is not about
some imagined moment ofdeath (and the nude woman
is not the angel of death). Nevertheless, since his
heart attack Kitaj says that he thinks about death
every day, which he hardly ever did before.

After the heart attack, Kitaj's doctor advised him to
take regular exercise. His early morning walks around
South Kensington and Chelsea have provided him with
a new range of subjects.' He may even get round to
painting his heart hospital (the Brompton).-ToNY
DELAMOTHE, BMY

1 Uvingstone M. Kitaj. London: Phaidon, 1992.

An exhibition of Kitaj's work opens at the Tate Gallery,
London, on 15 June 1994. It transfers to the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art in October and to the Metropolitan
Museum, New York, in February 1995.
I thank R B Kitaj and Geoffrey Parton of Marlborough
Fine Art for their help with this article.
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