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O I E Nicholson

convinced that the spiritual needs in Britain at least
equalled those in Peru, he became a Baptist deacon and
preached. His relaxations included sailing and wind-
surfing.
For over 25 years Noel's patients enjoyed his

enthusiasm and kindly concem. Realising that drugs
and appliances offered little to those with the common
musculoskeletal complaints, he acquired a facility in
manipulation. He applied the same practical approach
to his own problems when he realised that he had the
bulbar symptoms of motor neurone disease, and he
suggested ways of helping other sufferers. He lived just
long enough to be with his wife, Eileen, and daughter,
Catherine, at the wedding of his son, Christopher.-J R
MOORE

Noel Peter Greenhalgh, a general practitioner in Reading
1969-74 and Coventry subsequently, died 4 October aged 55.
Born Coventry; educated Lutterworth Grammar School, Bir-
mingham University (BSc (physiology) 1958; MB, ChB 1961).
Medical missionary (medical officer) at Hospital Evangelico,
Lamas, Peru 1963-8.

W A B NICHOLSON
BSC, FRCS

Though Alan Nicholson professed to be a general
surgeon, his abdominal surgery, particularly of the
biliary tract and colon, was widely recognised as
excellent. His association with the Christie Hospital
and Holt Radium Institute led to his major contribution
to parotid gland surgery. At a time when the histo-
logical classification was still confused he questioned
the use of routine adjuvant radiation in all cases and
proceeded to show how, with meticulous techniques,
the tumours could be removed by local extracapsular
dissection with a minimal risk of complications or
recurrence. In his active years he assembled the largest
clinicopathological series of tumours of the salivary
gland in Britain. Even after retiring he travelled widely
to visit patients in their homes to update his unique
records.
Alan Nicholson was a modest man; like many

perfectionists he wrote little. He was an excellent
clinical teacher and willingly shared his experience,
particularly of successful surgery for most benign
parotid tumours, with those who worked with him or
visited him.
As a young man he was a keen golfer, but in later

years he occupied his time with sedentary occupations;
he was an avid reader. In 1941 he married Olive, who
became a consultant anaesthetist; she died three
months after him [see obituary below]. They are
survived by two daughters, Judith and Isobel, and
their son, Robert, a consultant surgeon in Blackbum.
-E N GLEAVE, W FRANK NICHOLSON, H T HOWAT

William Alan Butler Nicholson, a consultant surgeon to Withing-
ton Hospital 1947-73 and Christie Hospital and Holt Radium
Institute 1948-73 and an honorary clinical lecturer at the
University of Manchester 1948-73, died 28 June. Born Belfast,
3 November 1908; educated Altnrncham County High School and
Victoria University, Manchester (BSc 1929; MB, ChB 1932).
Served in Royal Army Medical Corps 1941-6 in Middle East and
India, becoming lieutenant colonel.

O I E NICHOLSON
FFARCS

The first female consultant in Manchester Royal
Infirmary, Olive Nicholson set standards that were
rarely equalled. The range of her work was extensive,
encompassing orthopaedics, general surgery, gynae-
cology, urology, and dental surgery. Her work was of

the highest standard: her quiet personality hid steely
determination. Without seeming in any way aggressive,
Olive refused to be bullied by any of the "surgical
princes" prevalent in her early years.
An excellent teacher, she was a founder member of

the Society of Anaesthetists and of the section of
anaesthetics of Manchester Medical Society, of which
she was elected president. She always applied the latest
developments and techniques to her practice. She won
many battles for women and anaesthetists, not least the
provision of distinctive theatre clothing for female
medical staff in operating theatres.

After retiring she returned to work part time for two
years. All too soon her life was limited by progressive
cardiovascular disease, which meant that she could not
visit her daughter in Norway and sister in Australia.
Her husband, Alan, died three months before her [see
obituary above]. They had two daughters and a son,
now a consultant surgeon.-R I KEEN

Olive Isobel Eleanor Nicholson (n&e Elkin), a consultant
anaesthetist to the central Manichester hospitals 1948-79, died
23 September. Born Counity Doniegal, 27 June 1915; eduicated
Manchester High School for Girls, Manchester University (MB,
ChB 1939). Surgical registrar to outpatients, Manchester Royal
Infirnniarv, 1941-2. Flight lieutenant in Royal Air Force mnedical
branch 1942-5. Anaesthetist to several hospitals in Manchester
1 945-8.

Norman William Allan Harvey, MRCGP, a general
practitioner in Hove, Sussex, 1947-78, died on
1 October aged 78. Educated at the City of London
School, he studied medicine at St Thomas's Hospital
(MB, BS 1938). He then served as a captain in the
Royal Army Medical Corps in north Africa and Italy.
During his years in practice Norman kept daily records
of his consultations, visits, and diagnoses, which form
a fascinating record of the history of change in general
practice. For many years he was a factory doctor for the
South Eastern Gas Board. He was a longstanding
member of his local BMA division, being elected
chairman in 1969, and was president of Brighton and
Sussex Medico-Chirurgical Society in 1979. On his
retirement after a coronary he continued his work for
insurance companies and explored the railways he had
always loved; he was also an active member of his
church. He died suddenly from a ruptured abdominal
aneurysm and is survived by his wife, Betty; his sons,
James and me (also a general practitioner); and his
daughter, Lucy. MICHAEL HARVEY

Deryck William John Dean, MRCS, L,RCIP, who was a
general practitioner in St Austell, Cornwall, 1957-83,
died on 5 October. Educated at Marlborough College,
he entered medical school at St Bartholomew's Hos-
pital. His training was interrupted twice: firstly, when
he volunteered for the Spanish civil war and, secondly,
when events in Europe caused him to enter Sandhurst
in 1939. Commissioned into the Royal Armoured
Corps, he was seconded to the Indian Army and also
served in Burma; he ended as a staff colonel at
headquarters in Delhi. On demobilisation he returned
to Barts and qualified in 1951. The Dean family had
farming interests in the west country, and he started in
practice in Torquay before moving to St Austell. For
the past two years he had been suffering from parkin-
sonism, but a silent gastric carcinonma took its toll after
a three week illness. He is survived by his wife, Jan,
and her family.-H A N HAMERSIEY

Correction: Sir Norman jeffcoate: Owing to an editorial
error the date of death was incorrect in this obituary (5
December, p 1429). The correct date is 13 October.
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