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Glass injuries to children cent of all injuries (498) affected the limbs, 217 the legs
and 275 the arms. The face and head were injured in
61 children. Only 25 had multiple lacerations.

A M Armstrong, Elizabeth Molyneux

Comment
Accident and Emergency We investigated injuries caused by glass in children In our hospital accidents account for half the new
Department, Royal attending the accident and emergency service at the attendances in the accident and emergency department
Liverpool Children's Royal Liverpool Children's Hospital in an attempt to and 5% of all injuries are caused by glass. Glass injuries
Hospital, Liverpool identify preventive measures. accounted for 11% ofpaediatric accidents in Sheffield'
L12 2AP and for 9-3% in Philadelphia.2
A M Armstrong, FRCS, senior Most injuries in our series occurred in the street or
registrar Patients, methods, and results home; if our streets were clear of glass 37% of these
consulant In the five months from 1 March to 31 July 1990 injuries could be prevented. The quantity of glass on

there were 24082 new attendances at the department the streets would be less if cartons replaced bottles, if
Correspondence to: of which 587 (2 -4%) were for injuries caused by glass. people disposed of litter responsibly, and if the streets
Dr Molyneux. One hundred and seventy of these were in children were frequently swept.

aged under 5 years, and injuries were twice as common Architectural glass, however, caused the more
BM71992;304:360 in boys as in girls (table). Injuries occurred evenly severe injuries. British Standards specifications have

throughout the study period. been set for the type and strength of glass to be
In 219 cases the injury occurred in the street; 196 used in tabletops and trolleys (BS7376:1990),

happened at home. Only 47 occurred in play areas. The but specifications are needed for all glass in doors and
type of glass was not known in 267 cases. The most low windows.

Age and distribution ofglass frequently identified objects were bottles (158). Parents often appeared unaware or careless of
injuries in children Architectural glass caused 70 injuries. Forty six potential glass hazards at home. Some lacked under-

injuries, all of which were more than 12 hours old at standing of their child's developmental stage: glass was
No presentation, were infected. left within reach of toddlers, or children were allowed

Age Girls Radiographs were taken in 546 cases, revealing to play "catch" near glass doors.
(years)____Boys __Girls_ retained glass in 57. Most cases were managed in the Glass injuries cost this hospital at least £62 060
<1 4 1 department. Four hundred and one children required annually. This figure was arrived at by adding together
2 34 15 suturing or the application of Steri-Strips. Six children, the costs incurred in the five months of this study-
3 21 27 four of whom had injured themselves on architectural initialvisits(HO566)radiography(£3949)admissions
4 27 14 glass, required immediate admission: two needed and operative procedures (£2200), and review visits
6 14 17 primary repair of nerves or tendons, two underwent (£9144)-but it takes no account ofthe cost to specialist14 1 wound exploration, one was a drunk adolescent, and clinics and district nurses-or of the emotional cost to
8 39 10 one toddler had an associated skull fracture. A further the children themselves.
9 24 14
10 30 9 20 children were referred to other specialties. Four
11 24 15 children developed wound infections that required 1 Bell D. Two hundred glass inuries. Arch Dts Chld 1984;59:672-3.
12 22 12 2 Baker M, Selbst SM, Lanuti M. Lacerations in urban children. AmJ Dis Child
13 18 12 inpatient care. 1990;144:87-92.
14 31 9 Hands and fingers were the most common sites of 3 Hayes M. Safer glass in tables. Child Safety Review 1991:4.
15 10 6 injury and were affected in 224 cases. Eighty five per (Accepted 25 September 1991)

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

HORSE MEAT worse for us, and for the horses, who would have a happier
and less toilsome old age if they were fattened for the

It will probably be a long time before the people take butcher instead of being worn out and tortured in their
to eating horse meat-not because it is not excellent, last days, till they are dragged to the knacker's yard,
nourishing, wholesome, and well flavoured-but because or the Zoological Gardens. Here are the details of the
they do not know how to cook it, or indeed any other kind bill for horse meat in Paris, and no one will deny to
of meat, except by boiling, broiling, or roasting. Of the Parisians that they know how to eat and what to eat.
bouillon, for which horse meat is excellent, of the pot-au- The people of Paris have consumed within the year
feu, of braising meat, of the succulent and savory cive of 21,291 horses, 229 donkeys, and 40 mules, the meat
filets au chasseur, ofpates they have not an elementary idea. weighing, according to the returns, 4,615 tons. At the
Nodoubt-since agreat deal ofexcellent horsemeat is, we 180 shops and stalls where this kind of food is sold the
believe, sold in London-we get some in our sausages, in price has varied from 2d. a pound to 10d., the latter being
our meat extracts, and in the dishes of the foreign the price of superior horse steaks. But only about one-
restaurateur of the second and third class, who have third of the meat is sold fresh and undisguised; the rest is
lately flourished and multiplied in London. But con- used in making sausages, and it should be added that
sciously we do not eat it; the rich have no reason to seek it 402 horses were seized and condemned as unfit for food.

Lout, and the poor condemn and despise it; so much the (BMJ 1892;i:83)
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