
Siberia and the house divided into flats for workers on
the collective farm.
We made another house call to the widow of

Saulietis, a writer of Latvian folk history. She is 99
years old now and has survived both Siberia, where she
was sent on account of her husband's writing, and his
death and that of her son in his 80th year. She received
us in her decaying but still elegant summer house,
Sauliesi. When the Latvians fought off the Russians in
1919 she was already 28, and she was 49 years old when
on 21 July 1940 Soviet rule was installed and the
deportations to Siberia began.'
We returned tired to the flat where Juris lives with

his wife, Solveiga, and baby son, Peter, on a wage
lower than that of his chauffeur. It consists of a living
room in which the family sleeps (Peter holding court
from his cot), a small kitchen, a tiny bathroom
festooned with nappies and offering a leaking supply of
cold water, a hall used as a general store, and a balcony
also used for drying clothes. Here I was hospitably
entertained.

During my stay, I saw an exhibition by the Latvian
artist Vitolds Kucins, who paints the Latvian country-
side and predicament. In one picture a shockhaired
man stares at us, one blue eye concealed by his
greatcoat collar. Behind him Latvian countryside
stretches away-except for one piece of it, which is half
thrust into the man's pocket. The picture is entitled

"Thief." It could be a political statement or a green
statement, or both. (We were advised against bathing
in Riga Bay because of the chemical pollution brought
down by the great river Daugava, and on our trips
through the countryside we saw little or no wildlife.)

I left Latvia with images of rolling countryside and
the great storks that patrol it mixed with impressions of
the health care system: the courage and dedication of a
few, the demoralisation of the many. When I explained
that we had a new general practice contract in which we
too must now meet targets-for example, cervical
smears from women irrespective of their risk or even of
their dissent-I was offered this Latvian solution:
"Take two smears from each consenting woman, and
name one for a woman who has decided against the
test; this will satisfy the demands of the state and the
desires of the individual." It is odd that as the Latvian
health service moves away from bureaucratic, rigid,
preventive medicine towards family physicians of the
kind recommended by the general practice charter of
the 1960s, so we move towards the kind of system the
Latvians have abandoned. I hope we have the
resources to support it as they so clearly had not.

1 Van Der Post L. Journey into Russia. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1964.
2 Ryan M. Mother care for children in hospital. BMJ 1984;288:381-2.
3 Hart-Davis R, ed. The autobiography of Arthur Ransome. London: Central

Publishing. 1976.
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The following statements were agreed by the Inter-
national Committee of Medical Journal Editors at its
meeting in San Francisco in February 1991.

Order of authors
The order of authorship is determined by the

authors. All authors should meet the basic criteria for
authorship (as stated elsewhere'). Because order of
authorship is assigned in different ways its meaning
cannot be inferred accurately unless it is stated by the
authors. Authors may wish to add an explanation of the
order of authorship in a footnote. In deciding on order
authors should be aware that many journals limit the
number of authors listed in the table of contents and
that the National Library of Medicine lists in Medline
only the first 10 authors.

Protection of patient anonymity
(1) Detailed descriptions or photographs of

individual patients, whether of their whole bodies or
of body sections (including physiognomies), are
sometimes central documentation in medical journal
articles. Use of such material may lead to disclosure of
patients' identity, sometimes even indirectly by a
combination of seemingly innocent information.

(2) Patients (and relatives) have a right to anonymity
in published clinical documentation. Details that

might identify patients should be avoided unless
essential for scientific purposes. Masking of the eye
region in photographs of patients may be inadequate
protection of anonymity.

(3) If identification of patients is unavoidable,
informed consent should be obtained.

(4) Changing data on patients should not be used as
a way of securing anonymity.

(5) Medical journals ought to publish their editorial
rules 'for accepting publication of detailed description
of individual patients and photographs. When
informed consent has been obtained by authors this
should be clearly stated in the article.

1 Intemational Committee of Medical Journal Editors. Uniform requirements for
manuscripts submitted to biomedical journals. BMJI 1991;302:338-41.

Correction

Medical research in Australia: Top of the pile: the
institutes
We apologise for a catastrophic error that occurred in this article
by Dr Richard Smith (27 April, p 1006) because of an editorial
oversight. In the map on p 1006 Melbourne and Canberra were
placed in New South Wales and Canberra was shown on the coast.
We reassure our Australian readers that the BMJ7 has no insight
into impending political or geographical upheavals and that this is
simply an error. For readers unaware of local sensitivities the
mistake is equivalent to showing Glasgow in England, Canada as
part of the US, or Paris as a suburb of Berlin.
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