
OBITUARY

W A T ROBB
OBE, FRCS, FRCSED, FRCSGLAS

With the death of Arthur Robb shortly after his retiral
Scotland has lost one of the best exponents of the art
and craft of surgery. He was a sincere, tireless,
conscientious man who, when asked for advice or help,
gave it willingly, clearly, and laconically.

After leaving the army he completed his training in
both urology and general surgery in Edinburgh and
then joined Bob Wright as consultant surgeon in the
Southern General Hospital in Glasgow; it would be
difficult to find a more complete surgical team. It was at
this time that he married Anne Orr, herself a doctor.

His appointment to the senior and much sought after
post of surgeon to the Royal Northern Infirmary in
Inverness was a popular one, and he then worked
tirelessly to continue the development of hospital
services in the north: he served on many committees to
represent the interests of his area and of his specialty,
and to achieve these ends he travelled the A9 as though
Inverness to Glasgow or Edinburgh was but a short trip
to buy a newspaper. Doctors who find their appearance
at educational meetings difficult to arrange should
note his regular attendances at meetings of various
associations and at council and committee meetings of
the Royal College of Surgeons. All these bodies
benefited greatly from his industry, honesty, and
wisdom, and by the time he retired he had served as
vice president of the college and as a representative on
the General Medical Council. The postgraduate
medical centre in Inverness owes much to his labour,
and he gained great satisfaction from the development
of registrar and senior registrar rotations with
Aberdeen hospitals. A modest man with a quiet-at
times severe-demeanour, he declined requests to
allow his name to go forward for senior office.

Sadly, not long after his retiral ill health progressively
disabled him. Arthur loved his home in the north,
enjoying sailing, his garden, and golf. He is survived
by his wife, daughter, and son. -TJM.

William Arthur Thomson Robb, formerly a consultant surgeon to
the Royal Northern Infirmary and Raigmore Hospital, Inverness,
died 10 March. Studied medicine at Edinburgh University (MB,
ChB 1945). Previously senior registrar, Royal Infirmary and
Western General Hospital, Edinburgh; consultant surgeon,
Southern General Hospital, Glasgow.

E E PREBBLE
MD

Obituaries ofany doctors will
be considered for publication
provided that the doctors have
worked in the United
Kingdom for a large part
of their career. Obituaries must
be submitted exclusively to
the BMJ and should be up
to about 300 words long;
they should be sent within
six months, and preferably
within three months, ofdeath.
"Selfwritten" obituaries are

welcome.

Ernest Earlam Prebble was the son of a well known
pharmaceutical family in Liverpool. He practised
there initially, eventually working with Dr Ross of
Liverpool Royal Infirmary in the department then
known as the special clinic. It was during this time that
Dr Ross and he became interested in, and worked on,
the treatment of syphilis with penicillin, which proved
to be such an advance. On demobilisation from the
army after the war he was appointed dermatologist to
the Kent and Canterbury region, and he subsequently
returned to Liverpool and the Royal Infirmary and
Seamen's Dispensary. He retired in 1964.
He was a lover of travel, theatre, and opera and

enjoyed all these during his retirement, visiting many
parts of the world before they became popular. He also
supported the Liverpool Repertory Theatre and
seldom missed the productions in the Liverpool

theatres in the middle of the century. His love of travel
was one of the reasons for his decision to become a
resident of Malta, but politics made living there
uncomfortable and he moved to Andorra for a period
before returning to England. He rarely complained of
ill health and faced the future with courage when
treatment did not improve the symptoms of cancer.-
SEP.

Ernest Eatlam Prebble, latterly senior consultant venereologist at
the Royal Infirmary, Liverpool, and lecturer in venereology at
Liverpool University, died 20,7anuary aged 86. Born 19January
1904; studied medicinF at Liverpool University (MB, ChB
1928). During war served in Royal Army Medical Corps in
India, becoming brigadier. Subsequently consultant dermatologist
and venereologist in south east Kent, Canterbury, and Thanet
districts.

J G HUNTER
MB, CHB

After a six month assistantship in a general practice in
Kirkcudbright James Graham Hunter moved to
Wester Ross; it was the challenge of being a general
practitioner in a remote area that attracted him. He
was held in high regard for his clinical judgment,
efficiency, sense of humour, modesty, and ability to
mix with everyone. He was always available, and
during the war -he looked after the neighbouring
practice of Gairloch as well as his own; it was 13 years
before he took his first holiday.
He lived in a spectacular area of the western

highlands and enjoyed the country life. A walk over the
hills with family or friends to a remote area with rifle,
gun, or rod always appealed to him. A m,n of many
talents, he was a first class photographer, a pioneer of
trout farming, and an enthusiastic bagpipe player with
great knowledge of the Ceol Mor. During his final
illness he displayed great courage in the face of
increasing pain and disability. He is survived by his
wife, Rita; his four sons, one of whom is a general
practitioner in the Shetland Isles; a daughter; and 11
grandchildren. -TMcP.

James Graham Hunter, who was a general practitioner in Aultbea
in Wester Ross 1938-78, died 9 January aged 78. Born St
Andrews; educated Sedbergh, St Andrews University (MB,
ChB 1934).

F M STEEL
MB, CHB

Frederick Matthew-Eric-Steel went to Perth in
1947 and practised there for nearly 40 years. His main
interest was midwifery, and he got to know three
generations of Perth folk and had a vast knowledge of
their family relationships. He was chief medical officer
to the General Accident Insurance Company for 10
years. After his retiral he continued to see a number of
his old patients.

Apart from his family and practice Eric's main
leisure activity was sport. He was a founder member of
Perth Medical Curling Club, but his abiding love was
golf. A member of several golf clubs and societies,
including the Royal and Ancient, Royal Perth, and
Blairgowrie, he was a keen supporter of the Royal
Army Medical Corps and Senior Golfer's Society. He
rarely missed the spring and autumn meetings at St
Andrews, and it was a bitter disappointment to him
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when he was unable to continue playing. He married
Eileen Jamieson, who had been a fellow medical
student, and is survived by his two daughters, Hazel
and Patricia. -AJC.

Frederick Matthew Steel, formerly a general practitioner in Perth,
died 14 March aged 75. Born 22 January 1915; educated
Glasgow High School, Glasgow University (MB, ChB 1941).
Served as lieutenant colonel in Royal Army Medical Corps in
north Africa, Italy, and Greece.

J A G CARMICHAEL
CB, FRCP

With James Carmichael's grandfather and father both
doctors, perhaps medicine was an easy choice. One of
the youngest doctors ever to graduate from Guy's
Hospital, James (often Hamish) joined the Royal Army
Medical Corps. He was posted to India and during the
second world war served in Iraq and north Africa,
where he was captured by the Italians and imprisoned.
He escaped as Italy surrendered to the allies in 1943
and had an adventurous flight to Switzerland, where he
was interned until the end of the war. Subsequently he
held appointments at Millbank, Austria, Singapore,
Egypt, Aldershot, and then Millbank again, where he
was professor of tropical medicine. Tragically, he had a
myocardial infarct, and his military career-so clearly
destined for the highest ranks-crashed. He was
retired as a full colonel and embarked on a new career
in the civil service, working in Blackpool, Leeds, and
then London, where he retired in 1978 and was made a
Companion of the Bath.

Retirement should have meant halcyon days of
gardening, reading, watching birds and televised sport,
enjoying famiily and friends, listening to music-but
his wife, Nina, died in 1981, which broke his heart. He
was incomplete without her-a weakness, perhaps,
but a reflection of his love for her. In 1988 he moved to
Harrogate to be near his two sons, and some of his old
liveliness returned. He adored his four grandchildren.
Touchy, argumentative, warm hearted, emotional,
convivial, self reliant, unimaginative, stubborn, appre-
ciative, conservative, determined, loyal, generous-
he had a remarkable life and made lasting friends
wherever he went. -RC.

Jrames Armstrong Gordon Carmichael, who worked in the
Department of Health and Social Security 1958-78, latterly as
chief medical adviser (social security), died 28January aged 76.
Born Manchester, 283July 1913; educated Epsom College, Guy's
Hospital (MRCS, LRCP, 1935). Previously served in Royal
Army Medical Corps, retiring as colonel.

B H PRICE
MBE, FRCS, FRCSED

After the war Bernard Price resumed his surgical
training at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham,
and from there was appointed a consultant surgeon at
Selly Oak Hospital with a special interest in urology.
Later he gave up general surgical work and devoted
himself to developing the urological unit. He took a
great interest in training junior medical staff and
nursing staff. Above all, they will remember his stories
and sense of humour. After the establishment of the
postgraduate centre at Selly Oak Hospital in 1966 he
played a major part in its development and became the
first clinical tutor.

Bernard was a warm hearted man. An extravert with
a cheerful smile, he inspired in his patients a well
merited confidence and was popular with general
practitioners because of his approachability and

readiness to serve. Among his hobbies he took a keen
interest in cinephotography, for which he won many
prizes, including the prestigious BMA gold award for
the production of the 16 mm film "The Technique of
Prostatectomy."
On retirement he went to live in Redditch but did

locum work for several years. After five years he
worked for the Department of Health and Social
Security, visiting patients in their homes. Retirement
was not all work. He had many hobbies, which
included caravanning all over Europe and photography:
he was always a professional and had just completed his
portfolio for fellowship of the Royal Photographic
Society when, on the day before his entries were due to
be submitted, he suffered a cerebral haemorrhage. He
is survived by his second wife, Sue. -JG, AMN.

Bernard Henry Price, formerly a consultant urologist at Selly Oak
Hospital, died 7 December aged 76. Born Kingston, Jamaica,
27 January 1913; studied medicine at Cambridge and King's
College Hospital (MB, BChir 1938). During war served in Royal
Army Medical Corps (awarded MBE).

P C ROBERTSON
MD

At St Andrews University Peter Robertson was a better
than average student academically, and an outstanding
athlete, being a triple blue in athletics, hockey,
and cricket. He recalled that he had had a degree
examination in Dundee on a day that he was to have
raced against Eric Liddle; the exam ran late and,
although he rushed over by the ferry to Fife, he just
missed the start of the race. "I would have been easily
beaten," he said, "but it would have been nice to
run against him." He recalled, too, having seen the
great principal of St Andrews University, Sir James
Donaldson, in 1914.
He initially joined his brother in practice in Crail to

form a partnership known locally as Dr Willie and Dr
Peter. While working there he took his MD. After the
war he joined a practice in Perth. Kindly, helpful,
sympathetic, and a shrewd and accurate diagnostician,
he was ifanything too self effacing.
He married in 1933; he and his wife had a son and a

daughter, but a third baby died. His wife died in 1971.
In his latter years Peter lived quietly and golfed less and
less. His grandchildren were a great joy. Always an
avid reader, especially of Scots writers, he retained his
clear recall and intelligence to the end of his life. He
strove to understand more and more man's place in the
scheme of things and was seldom absent from his pew
on Sundays. He had a glorious sense of humour,
tolerant and kindly. -JSGB.

Peter Caw Robertson, formerly a general practitioner in Perth,
died 7January aged 90. Born Cupar, 8_January 1899; educated
Bell Baxter School, Cupar, and St Andrews University (MB,
ChB 1923). During first world war served from 1916 with
Lancashire Fusiliers, spending short time in France; during
second world war served with Royal Army Medical Corps,
spending time in India and treating men who had been Japanese
prisoners ofwar.

T E STOKER
FRCSED

Ted Stoker was the mainstay of orthopaedic surgery in
Sutton, Cheam, and the St Helier area for many years.
He settled in Cheam as the surgical partner in a busy
general practice and was appointed honorary surgeon
to Sutton and Cheam Hospital in 1931 and consultant
surgeon to the St Helier group in 1948.
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Ted was a modest man who treated everyone with
unfailing courtesy. He appreciated his patients'
problems and their preoperative apprehensions. A
skilled technician and an excellent diagnostician, he
was an early proponent of the Judet operation for
hip joint disease. During the war he performed
much of the emergency surgery in the area. An able
administrator, he was much sought after as a member
of committees as his advice and comments were
straightforward and full of common sense. He was a
fellow of the British Orthopaedic Association.
Ted loved the countryside, his golf, and his garden,

but perhaps painting afforded him the greatest
pleasure-he captured many aspects of local scenery.
Essentially a family man, he never recovered from the
death of his wife last August. He is survived by two
sons (one of whom is a consultant surgeon) and their
families, including six grandchildren and one great
grandchild. -JCN.

Thomas Edwin Stoker, formerly senior consultant orthopaedic
surgeon to the St Helier group ofhospitals, died I March aged 88.
Born Whitley Bay, 20 February 1902; studied medicine at
University ofDurham (MB, BS 1924).

BERTHA D UPTON-JONES
MRCGP

After pursuing an interest in psychological medicine at
Severalls Mental Hospital, Colchester, Bertha Upton-
Jones deputised for a general practitioner in York who
had joined the services. In 1943 she bought a practice
in Newhaven with a loan from the Medical Women's
Federation, of which she was always a loyal supporter.
At Newhaven she entered into the life of the port and
fishing community, being involved with the Royal
National Lifeboat Institution and many other institu-
tions in the town, including Parker Pens. After retiring
in 1963 she was chairman of a medical board of the
Department ofHealth and Social Security for 15 years.
The last eight years of her life were a struggle against
polymyalgia, collapsed vertebrae, and diminished eye-
sight, but she dealt with her increasing immobility
with intelligence and humour and continued to live at
home.-MER.

Bertha Donis Upton-Jones, formerly a general practitioner in
Newhaven, Sussex, died 27 December aged 86. Born London,
12 September 1903; studied medicine at London School of
Medicine for Women (MRCS, LRCP 1929). Previously
assistant medical officer, Severalls Mental Hospital, Colchester.

I R McCAUL
FRCS, FRCSGLAS

Ian McCaul completed his neurosurgical training
under Sir Wylie McKissock. He was regarded by all
who came into contact with him at this early stage as
an outstanding trainee with enormous potential. He
obtained his first consultant post at the Brook Hospital
and soon established his reputation as an operating
physician with all the thoughtful and slightly obses-
sional characteristics that are the hallmarks of a
good neurosurgeon. To this he brought his warm
personality allied to considerable persuasive powers
and determination and his good humour.

Largely by his own initiative he was invited to
establish a neurosurgical department at the Whitting-
ton Hospital in 1952. The beginning was unpromising
in that his first office was in a broom cupboard and few
facilities suitable for his specialty were available. His
persuasive abilities and imagination together with his
clinical excellence allowed him to develop a thriving
department and led to his planning and organising a

purpose built neurosurgical unit in the hospital. He
established a forward looking and excellent neuro-
surgical service while engaging in research and being a
pioneer in the early days of stereotactic surgery for
parkinsonism, movement disorder, and the control of
pain; he was an early exponent of the technique of
depth recording of the brain and particularly the
structures of the thalamus. His interest in the practice
of neurosurgery was wide ranging and always typified
by intelligent assessment of problems. He continued
his work at the Whittington Hospital until 1976, when
he moved to the Royal Free Hospital; he remained
there until his retirement in 1981.

Ian's interest in neurosurgery was all consuming,
but he nevertheless allowed himself time to indulge in
fly fishing, at which he was an expert. His attitude to
this characterised his essential humanity, for his
guiding principle when fishing was to return all his
catches to the river unharmed. After his retirement he
remained an active member of the Society of British
Neurological Surgeons. He is survived by his wife,
Elsie, and three sons, John, Tom, and Colin. -AR.

Ian Reay McCaul, honorary consultant neurosurgeon at the
Royal Free Hospital, died 16 December aged 73. Studied
medicine at Glasgow University (MB, ChB 1941). Early
appointments at Killearn Hospital; National Hospital, Queen
Square; and Atkinson Morley Hospital. Subsequently consultant
at Brook Hospital and Whittington Hospital.

T M PEMBERTON
MBE, TD, FRCS

During the warMax Pemberton served with distinction
in the Far East. In 1941 he was in charge of the surgical
division of the 1st Malayan General Hospital and later
surgeon at the Roberts Hospital, Changi, where many
of the wounded from the Malayan campaign and
the battle of Singapore were cared for. After being
captured by the Japanese in 1942 he was placed in
charge of a prisoner ofwar hospital on the Burma-Siam
railway. Cholera, malaria, dysentery, tropical sores,
diphtheria, hepatitis, and severe malnutrition were
rife. In two and a half years he performed 451
operations, in primitive conditions, with a desperate
shortage of drugs and equipment. Tropical ulcers were
a major problem and caused much suffering; he and his
team set about healing them with what few antiseptics
were available, including copper sulphate poultices
and occasionally leeches.

After the war he became a consultant surgeon at
Chase Farm Hospital, where he remained until he
retired in 1976. In 1969 he was visiting professor in
surgery at the University of Pennsylvania and the State
University of New York. His particular interest was
gastrointestinal surgery, and he was president of the
section of proctology of the Royal Society of Medicine.
His publications were mainly concerned with colonic
surgery and the management of colonic cancer and
its recurrence. A patient teacher, he was a great
encouragement to his junior staff. He was a former
chairman of Enfield and Potters Bar Division of the
BMA.
Max was a keen yachtsman and navigator and

enjoyed swimming, tennis, and squash. He was still
playing tennis in his 70s and was sailing his yacht only
two months before he died. -JDK.

Thomas Max Pemberton, formerly a consultant surgeon in
Enfield, London, 1946-73, died 8 February aged 79. Brought
up in Wellington, New Zealand; studied medicine at Otago
University (MB, ChB 1935). During war served as major in
RoyalArnyMedical Corps, being surgical specialist in Singapore
and in charge of prisoner of war hospital on Bangkok-Burma
railway 1942-5 (awarded MBE).
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