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British Medical Association

Supplementary Agenda of the Annual Representative
Meeting from Monday, 7 July 1975 at io a.m. until Friday,
II July 1975 in the Refectory, University of Leeds

Standing Orders
(To precede Item 17)

356. Amendment by LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND: That the mover of
an amendment to a motion submitted by a division must contact the mover
of the main motion and try to agree a composite motion before the motion
is called for debate.

Main Events
STATUS OF THE ASSOCIATION

(To follow Item 29)
357. Amendment by BRIGHTON AND CUCKFIELD: That the whole of

part (2) be deleted and that the following be substituted . . "(2) that
financial support of the Association should be compulsory for doctors
working in the N.H.S.; and. . .".

358. Amendment by NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE: That the following words
be inserted at the end of sub-section (2): ". . . provided that those doctors
who object to compulsory membership should be allowed to pay their B.M.A.
subscriptions to a nominated charity."

359. Amendment by EAST DORSET: That section 2 (that is, that member-
ship should be compulsory for all doctors working in the N.H.S.) be deleted.

PLAN FOR EMERGENCY

(To follow Item 42)
360. Amendment by the Hospital Junior Staff in the South West Region:

That the following words be added-"based on a system of compulsory
medical insurance where the premiums are paid by individuals, if necessary
aided by the Government."

CONSULTANT CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS AND RELATED MATTERS

(To follow Item 83)
361. Amendment by EAST DORSET: That the following words be deleted:
... resulting in a joint negotiating team thus speaking with one voice for all

consultants."
362. Amendment by WESTON-SUPER-MARE: That the following words

be added-". . . and that in the interests of professional unity (a) The
H.C.S.A. proffers candidates for the forthcoming C.C.H.M.S. regional
elections, (b) The C.C.H.M.S. offers the H.C.S.A. representation on the
current C.C.H.M.S. in proportion to paid up membership."

(To follow Item 85)
363. Amendment by WEST GLAMORGAN: That the following words be

added: ". . . and urges that both parties should make greater efforts to
resolve their differences in the interests of the unity of the consultant body."

REVIEW BODY

(To follow Items 93-95)
364. Amendment by WALTHAM FOREST: That the following words be

added: ". . . but requests Council to press for the report to be published
within 14 days of the date on which the report is due to be submitted to the
Prime Minister."

365. Amendment by WEST GLAMORGAN: That the following words be
added: ". . . and urges that the Government evidence to the Review Body be
published simultaneously with that of the profession."

NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES FINANCING

(To follow Item 109)
366. Amendment by WEST GLAMORGAN: That the following words be

added: ". . . and advises the Department of Health that consideration should
be given to charging a fee from patients in an attempt to aid the adequate
financing of the Service."

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY

(To follow Item 124)
367. Amendment by WAKEFIELD: That the following words be added:
... and that the Secretary of State for Social Services be given six months'

notice from the date of the A.R.M. that general medical services under the
National Health Service be withdrawn for citizens of those E.E.C. countries
who do not have reciprocal arrangements for all United Kingdom citizens."

PROPOSALS FOR ASSESSMENT OF OVERSEAS DOCTORS APPLYING FOR TEMPORARY
REGISTRATION

(To follow Item 125)
368. Amendment by WEST GLAMORGAN: That a second subsection be

added in the following terms: (2) That a certificate of clinical assessment for
temporary registration should be signed by at least two consultant assessors,
preferably one being from a major and one from a minor specialty.

Wales

(To follow Item 126)
369. Rider by WEST GLAMORGAN: That the Annual Representative

Meeting directs that the Welsh Council should produce a detailed annual
report and circularize this to all members of the Association living in the
Principality.

General Medical Services

CERTIFICATION

(To follow Item 144)
370. Amendment by DUDLEY: That the following words be added:

. . . and final certification be allowable up to 14 days prior to the date of
fitness to resume work."

VOCATIONAL TRAINING

(To follow Items 149-150)
371. Amendment by the Hospital Junior Staff in the South West Region:

That the following words be added: ". . . and until it has been established
that no shorter period than three years would be desirable."

PRACTICE PREMISES

(To follow Item 160)
372. Amendment by SEFTON: That the following words be added:
. . and also that: (a) if medical equipment be supplied on special rental

terms to doctors in health centres the same financial subsidy involved shall
be freely available to doctors working outside such centres, or (b) if mediral
equipment-for example, E.C.G. machines, etc.-be supplied to the centres
free they shall be placed in a part of the building clearly separate from the
doctors inside it and shall be equally accessible to doctors working outside."

Hospital Medical Services

CONSULTANT CONTRACT

(To follow Item 220)
373. Amendment by SOUTH WEST WALES: That the words "such as" be

deleted and the words "in the provision of" be substituted and the following
words be added: "and with regard to refraction, a proper differential be
re-established between the fee paid to an ophthalmic medical practitioner
and that paid to an ophthalmic optician, taking account of the longer training
and higher responsibility of the ophthalmic medical practitioner."

Organization
ALLOCATION OF GRANTS

(To follow Item 240)
374. Amendment by LEWISHAM: That the figure 2% be substituted

for 5%.

ITEMS NOT CONSIDERED AT A REPRESENTATIVE MEETING

(To follow Item 251)
375. Amendment by WOLVERHAMPTON: That Standing Order 23 be

further amended by the addition of the words ". . . provided that if an

identical amendment is submitted to the next following A.R.M. it must be
debated."
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Superannuation
(To follow Items 304-305)

376. Amendment by SOUTH WEST WALES: That the words "and student
clinical years" be inserted between "national service" and "immediately."

Other Motions
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SOCIAL SERVICES

(To follow Item 340)
377. Amendment by LANCASTER: That the following words be added:
. . and that serious consideration be given to a reorganization of the

Department of Health and Social Security to provide separate ministries of
health and social services, each under the direction of a secretary of state."

APPOINTMNT OF SECRTARY

(To precede Item 346)

378. Motion by the Chairman of Council: That the Supplementary
Annual Report of Council under "Appointment of Secretary" (A.R.M. 2A,
Section (37)) be received.

379. Motion by the Chairman of Council: (1) That the Council in the
next session should proceed further with the appointment of Secretary in the
light of the opinion expressed by the Representative Body. (2) That the
Council, through the Organization Committee, be asked to consider whether,
for the future, any change in the existing By-law appertaining to the procedure
for appointing a new Secretary is either necessary or desirable.

Annual Conference of Representatives of Local Medical
Committees
The issues of 21 June and 28 June carried the opening
speech by Dr. R. A. Keable-Elliott, Chairman, G.M.S.
Committee, and reports of the debates on certification,
abortion, new contract proposals, superannuation, and
the review body system. We conclude our report on the
Conference by summarizing the debates on the Merrison
Committee's report, vocational training, and N.H.S.
reorganization, and publishing some ofthe main decisions
taken by the Conference.

Merrison Committee

When Dr. J. H. Marks had opened the debate on the Merrison
Committee's report Dr. J. McK. Simpson-Brass (Northumber-
land) moved: "That this Conference endorses the Merrison
Committee recommendation that 'the standards of general
practice ought to be maintained in the same manner and to the
same degree as other specialties."' To reject the motion, he
suggested, would be to opt out ofthe profession's responsibilities,
and to deny young doctors a career structure with recognized
sta.ndards similar to those of other clinical and administrative
specialties.

Dr. A. M. Rankin (Cumbria) said he was unhappy with the
motion, which see-ned woolly. It referred to "maintaining"
standards of gencial practice and not "establishing," which was
a fundamental point. It talked about maintaining standards to
the same degree as other specialties, but so far as one could see
there was no method laid down for the maintenance of standards
in other specialties, and it depended on the dedication of the
individual consultant.

Dr. D. H. Irvine, speaking, he said, as a member of the

Dr. B. L. Alexander was elected
4 ~~~~~~~Chairman of the Conference of

Representtatives of L.M.C.s for
1976. As Chairman of the
G.M.S.C.'s working Group on
Superannuation, he presented the
Committee's report on super-
annuation to the L.M.C. Confer-
ence. Dr. Alexander is Chairman
of the Manchester L.M.C., deputy
chairman of the L.M.C. Confer-
ence, and is a member of the
A.R.M. Agenda Committee and
the Compensation and Super-
annuation Committee as well as the
G.M.S.C. He is a principal in
general practice and a part-time_lecturer m general practice at the
University of Manchester.

Merrison Conunittee, associated himself with the G.M.S. Com-
mittee's view that it was necessary to explore in detail the ways
of securing the status of general practice as a specialty, to main-
tain its own standards, and to accept its responsibilities. He
hoped that the Conference would accept the general sense that
underlay the motion.

Dr. B. D. Morgan Williams (G.M.S. Committee) directed
the Conference's attention to the key words of the motion "in
the same manner and to the same degree as other specialties,"
and said the interpretation was that the Royal College of General
Practitioners would be given exactly the same power over general
practitioners as the Royal College of Physicians had over con-
sultant physicians. Dr. Morgan Williams also asked the Con-
ference to consider the influence that the Joint Consultants
Committee had in medical politics in spite of its declaration that
it had nothing to do with politics. The Conference should con-
sider the matter very carefully before adopting the motion.

Dr. D. R. Cook, representing Greenwich and Bexley, thought
that the motion might be more suitable if it was submitted in
two years' time, when the profession had had an opportunity of
considering the implications of the Merrison Report. Dr. L.
Kopelowitz, speaking for Newcastle on Tyne, said that if
general practice was to have financial comparability with other
specialties, it was necessary to have a career structure and
monitoring of performance. If the motion was not supported,
it would be said that the Conference was not impressed by the
idea of maintaining standards.

Dr. Keable-Elliott said the crucial part of the motion was "in
the same manner." He asked the Conference to reject the
motion because general practitioners did not necessarily want it
in the same manner.

Dr. W. B. Whowell, a member of the Merrison Committee
and the G.M.S. Committee, informed the Conference that at
no time during the deliberations of the Merrison Committee
was there any split between the lay and medical members. That
illustrated a method of working which he hoped was the way
that the Royal College of General Practitioners and the G.M.S.
Committee would deal with the problem. If any motion was
adopted, condemning one or other side, a running sore would
be caused from which both organizations would suffer for many
years.
A motion to pass to the next business was carried.

Vocational Training for General Practice

Dr. J. C. Cameron (Chairman of the Education Subcommittee
of the G.M.S. Committee) moved that the paragraphs of the
Committee's report dealing with vocational training for general
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