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Suggesting that the main criterion for
setting up a deputizing service was com-
meroially viability, Dr. M. A. WILSON argued
that such services could not be available in
small towns and rural areas.

Dr. J. G. BALL had no objection to depu-
tizing services provided they were used
reasonarbly, but in his view using a service
seven nights a week was wrong because it
betrayed a change of attitude by the doctor.

Dr. J. K. M. DEAS suggested that Dr.
Ball must be out of touch with younger
members of the profession if he believed
that they did not want relief for seven nights
a week. It was already ha,ppening, and there
was no moral difference between giving up
responsibility for one night and giving it up
for seven nights. When general practitioners
negotiated a new contract they should tell
the Secretary of State that he or she was
responsible for running the N.H.S., but the
contract would be for a fixed numnber of
hours work a week.

Dr. RIDDLE said that unhappily an attitude
still prevailed that general practitioners
should be on duty for 24 hours a day. Com-
plaints that came in about deputizing services
almost invariably arose from disgruntlement
on the part of the patient that his own doctor
did not attend. Unfortunately, the deputiz-
ing service had to be like Caesar's wife-not
as good as the principal but 10 times better.
The auestion had been raised of spread-

ing the service. The B.M.A. service had
always tried to do that but an area must
be commnercially viable. If it were not doctors
had to be charged more. At present the
B.M.A. Deputizing Service oharged £17-50
per month basic charge olus £1-75 for each
call. Dr. Riddle suggested that no principal
in his righ-t mind woul,d willingly spend
more £1 75s than he needed to do.
Therefore the cost of the service was a
sufficient deterrent to prevent misuse or
over-use.

Dr. ELLIOTT thought it would have been
better if the profession had agreed to run
the service because it could have been
spread to the rural areas. A service existed
which doctors were not prepared to give up,
but it would be wrong for the G.M.S. Com-
mittee to pretend that difficulties did not
exist.
The Conmittee received the report, and

agreed that the negotiators should take up
with the Department the points raised.

Capitation Fees: Elderly Patients

The Conmmittee agreed to seek a higher
capitation fee in the over-75 age group,
recent statistics having shown the higher
morbidity and consultation rates in that age
group.

After making inquiries, Dr. ALEXANDER
said he had ascertained from the Office of
Population Censuses and Surveys that the
consultation rate for people 75 and over was
considerably in excess of the figure for all
ages, and above that for the 65-75 age
range.

Dr. MERVYN GOODMAN suggested that the
work load with resDect to children under 5
years of age should also be considered.

Family Practitioner Committees
T'he CHAIRMAN recalled that at its meeting
on 21 March, the Conunittee was informed
that Schedule 4 to the N.H.S. Reorganiza-
tion Act did not include the amendmenrt to
the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings)
Act, under which the press and public were
entitled to attend meetings of executive
councils (Supplement, 6 April 1974, p. 1).
The Committee had been concerned at the
implications of the omission and agreed that
the matter should be raised with the De-
partment.
The Department had confirmed that while

F.P.C.s (unlike executive councils) were not
required under the Public Bodies (Admission
to Meetings) Act 1960 to adimit the press
and public to their meetings, it was within
their discretion to do so and some were in
fact doing so. Many F.P.C.s had decided
against it, however, on the grounds that
much of their business consisted of con-
fidential matters relating to individual prac-
titioners which, if the press and public were
not admiitted, could be dealt with by the
full F.P.C. instead of being delegated to
subcommittees.
The Department, in reply, gave an assur-

ance that F.P.C. minutes may be circulated
to those local professional committees who
wished to see them and that was in fact
common practice. As to liaison between
F.P.C.s and A.H.A.s, it had been made clear
that the circulation of F.P.C. minutes to
the A.H.A. was for information only, and it
appeared to be common practice for A.H.A.
minutes to be sent to the F.P.C.

Finally, in reply to a point raised con-
cerning the distribution of reports of service
committees, the Department had pointed out
that before circulating the revised Notes on
the Service Committee Procedure to F.P.C.s
in March, a footnote was inserted to the
paragraph dealing with the privacy of service
committee proceedings which read: "This
does not preclude an F.P.C. from allowing
a local professional committee to see a report
after the Secre,tary of State has decided the
case."

Car Allowances
The Committee adoDted two recommenda-
tions by its Working Group on Car Allow-
ances, set up to consider (a) the need for a
substantial increase in the car allowance for
trainee general practitioners, and (b) the
question of the mileage allowance payable
to general practitioners in general.
The recommendations of the working

group were: (1) tha-t representations be
made to the Department of Health and
Social Security that the trainee's annual car
allowance be increased as from 1 April 1974
to £880, this figure being based on the
running costs estimated by the Auto-mobile
Association for a car of between 1,001 and
1,500 cc engine capacity and 1,501 and 2,000
cc with an annual mileage of 12,000. This
figure to be adjusted automatically each year
in the light of the new A.A. estimates;
(2) that representations be made to the De-
partment of Health and Social Security that
the mileage allowance for supplementary
mileage such as attendance at postgraduate
co,urses be increased to 3 733p per mile
based on the running costs of a car with an
engine capacity of between 1,501-2,000 cc,
as estimated by the A.A., with annual adjust-
ments aocordingly.

Correction
Public Service Pensions Increased
In the 7 September issue (p. 637) a line was
omitted from the paragraph on the percentage
increases on public service pensions, which will
become operative on 1 December 1974. This
should have read: a pension which began on or
before 1 July 1973, 16-5%/; in the six months after
1 July 1973, 18-1%/; and in the six months after
1 January 1974, 12-30.

Association Notices

Diary of Central Meetings
OCTOBER

3 Thurs. General Purposes Subcommittee (G.M.S.), 10.30 a.m.
3 Thurs. Joint Formulary Editorial Committee, 10.30 a.m.
3 Thurs. Scottish Council (at 7 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh),

10.45 a.m.
4 Fri. Board of Science and Education, 10.30 a.m.
9 Wed. Occupational Health Committee, 10 a.m.

11 Fri. Subcommittee on Remuneration (Ophthalmic Group Com-
mittee), 1 p.m.

15 Tues. Joint Consultants Committee (at Royal College of Physicians
and Surgeons of Glasgow, Vincent Street, Glasgow), 10 a.m.

16 Wed. Private Practice Committee, 10.30 a.m.
16 Wed. Rural Practice Working Group (G.M.S.), 10.30 a.m.
16 Wed. Rural Practices Subcommittee (G.M.S.), 2 p.m.
17 Thurs. General Medical Services Committee, 10 a.m.
18 Fri. Central Committee for Community Medicine.

Branch and Division Meetings to be Held

Members proposing to attend meetings marked* are asked to notify in advance
the honorary secretary concerned.

Bournemouth Division.-At Burlington Hotel, Boscombe, Friday,
4 October, 7.30 for 8 p.m., jointly with Law Society, supper followed by
address by Mr. C. F. Wegg-Prosser: "The Police and aspects of interest to
Doctors and Lawyers."*
Ealing Division.-At King Edward Memorial Hospital, Tuesday,

1 October, 8.30 p.m., a.g.m.
Exeter Division.-At Exeter University, Friday, 4 October, 8.30 p.m.,

Michaelmas dance and buffet supper.*
Forth Valley Branch.-At Golden Lion Hotel, Stirling, Friday,

4 October, dinner (for members only) and guest speaker.*,
Greenwich and Deptford Division.-At Greenwich District Hospital,

Wednesday, 2 October, 8.15 for 8.30 p.m., Dr. W. J. Appleyard: "The
N.H.S.-Make or Break."
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