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11 patients in home, hostel, or lodgings instead
of in hospital. It was probable that 95%Y of
psychiatric patients were perfectly adequately
treated by their general practitioners with the
assistance of community services, but there
were 5%o of really ill people who required
hospital treatment. It was vital to cut down as
far as possible mortality rates among depressed
persons and ensure adequate protection of the
patient, his family, and the community. One
of the reasons for asking for a working party
was the extremism of the anti-psychiatry
psychiatrists and their supporting associated
professions.

Dr. IsABEL C. A. MovEs (East Yorkshire)
said that there was a widespread view among
social workers and the anti-psychiatry psy-
chiatrists that it was possible to carry out total
care of patients in the community. Despite the
move at some levels to consider bolishing
psychiatric hospitals it was import that the
total psychiatric service was looked at; the
B.M.A. would be the right body to do this.

Dr. H. JAcoBs (North-east Essex) thought
tht the motion ignored the existence of the
wide experience, knowledge, and concern for
the public as well as for the patient by the
Royal College of Psychiatrists, the Society of
Clinical Psychiatrists, and so on. Psychiatrists
were well aware of the disturbances which
could arise to upset families and the general
public. A committee such as this was not
appropriate as the profession was fully aware
of the problems.

Dr. W. FINE (Liverpool), supporting the
motion, said that everyone was familiar with
the disruption caused in families by the
psychotic -patient. Such people would be
better cared for in the protected environment
of a well-directed -mental hospital. "It is time
that the pendulum which has driven many
unhappy patients back into the community
should swing in the opposite direction," he
declared.

Dr. J. E. MnILLR (Treasurer) said that he did
not envisage that the proposed committee
would cost a great deal of money, and if the
R.B. considered this an essential exercise it
might be possible to ask an existing committee
such as the Mental Health Committee to do
the work.

Dr. GREENBERG, replying, said that many
members must agree with him that this was a
subject of grave anxiety and national im-
portance in terms of patient care and family
welfare, and he asked that it be approved.
The motion was lost.

Family Planning (continued)

There was a question from the hall on the
composite motion on Family Planning (p. 368).
Section (iii) read: "that until agreement is
reached between the various sections of the
profession on the one hand and the Secre-
taries of State on the other, on all aspects of a
free contraceptive service, no section of the
profession shall operate a free service except
on strictly medical grounds." The questioner
asked for rtion whether existig
clinics which existedto- provide family plan-.
ning advice would be closing from 15 July, or
whether they woild clos-w ending n oa
of proper fees.
The QAInMs said that his inteptin

wa that this wasn instrucion to their nego-
tiators to get on with the work.

Dr. Dmw SIEVBNSON, Secretary, said this"
was an importt point. He had been asked by
the press to interpret in simple words eactly

what was meant by section (iii) of this compo-
site motion. The date did not apply in
the general practitioner field, because social
contraception was already done under private
arrangements. But it was a different matter on
the hospital side. It would seem that the
intention of the R.B. was that no section-
that is, in this case the hospital section-
should operate a free social contraceptive
service whil,e the negotiations were going on.
But he assumed that the Meeting did not in-
tend that all social contraception would cease
as and from 15 July. The C.C.H.M.S. would
examine what had been decided and see how
best to operate services in hospital clinics
while the long term discussions went on
about future contract.
The Meeting accepted the Secretary's

interpretation.
The CHAIRMAN moved that the remainder

ofthe seciion under 'Other Motions' should be
referred to Council, together with any reports
and items that had not been taken.
The motion was carried.

Minutes

The CHAnmIAN was empowered, on behalf of
the Meeting, provisionally to approve the
Minutes of the Meeting.
He said that a unity of purpose had emerged

among all sections of the profession, which
would percolate outside and work to the
betterment of British medicine.

On a motion by Dr. J. C. KNox (Tyneside)
a vote of thanks was accorded to the CHAIRMt
of the Representative Body, and this was
carried by acclamation.

In acknowledgement, Dr. NOBLE thanked
the Deputy Chairman, Dr. A. A. CLARR, for
his assistance.
The A.R.M. closed at 12.30 p.m.

Photographs by Holderness Photographic Services.

Corrections
Annual Representative Meeting-
Kingston upon Hull, 1974
In the section of the report of the proceedings of
the A.R.M. on medical ethics under the heading
"Clinical Judgement" (20 July, p. 202) where
Dr. R. C. Greenberg referred to the case of
R. v. Pritchard in 1865 the remainder of the
sentence should have read ". . . where The Lord
Justice Clerk had said, 'I know of no professional
rule or ethic higher thain the obligation for the
preservation of human life.'"

Annual Representative Meeting-
Kington upon Hull, 19!74
In the report on the pr6ceedings of the Annual
Representative Meeting, "t was incorrectly stated
that Dr. A. A. Clark wau returned unopposed as
Deputy Chairman of the Representative Body for
1974-5. This should havS read "Dr. A. A. C:lark
was elected Deputy Chairman . . ." (27 July,
p. 280).

Adjourned Annual General Meeting
The Barbados Association of Medical Practitioners
was incorrectly named as the Barbados Medical
Association in the reporton the B.M.A.'s Adjourned
Annual General Meeting (27 July, p. 239).

General Medical Services Committee
At the General Medicai Services Committee
meeting on 25 July Dr. R. A. Keable4Elliott
was elected Chairman of the Comnittee for
the session 1974-5.
The negotiating team for 1974-5 was

elected as follows: Dr. J. G. Ball, Dr. W.
Keith Davidson, Dr. J. H. Marks, and Dr.
C. J. Wedls. The Chairman was authorized
to inwite other members of the Committee
to join the negotiating team as and when he
considered it necessary. The Chirman is,
ex officio, a member of the team.
As agreed at its June meeting, the G.M.S.

Dr. R. A. .esbIe-Elliott, the new Qhirman of the
G.NIS. Committe.

Committee had written to all local medical
committees on the Review Body's recom-
mended fees for contraceptive services (Sup-
plement, 29 June, p. 129). Replies had so
far arrived from 86 LIM.C.s (74%): of those
57 (66%) had rejected the recommended
fees, and 25 (29%) were prepared to accept
them (four L.M.C.s fell into neither cate-
gory). The Committee unanimously decided
to reject the Review Body's recommnendations
on contraceptive services fees, and to seek
further talks with the Government.
A press statement issued by the Associa-

tion later that day stated that the Govern-
ment's free family planning service operating
from Family Planning Association clinics
would continue. General practitioners would
continue to provide family planning services
for medical reasons free of charge and for
social reasons subject to the existing condi-
tions that pills and appliances for that pur-
pose had to be provided on a -private pre-
scription (for which the doctor may charge
a fee). G.P.s were prohibited from pre-
scribing those items for social reasons on a
N.HS. prescription so that the patient oould
not obtain them free through the general
practitioner services.

Several members reported on the diffi-
culties affecting their areas because of
financial difficuties and industrial action by
hospital staff. The G.M.S. Committee re-
solved thiat the Secretary of State for Social,
Services be informed immeittely that gen-
eal practitioners fwere very seriously con-
cerned at the COnEequences to patient care
of the drastic reduction in hospital services
in the country as a whole, and in the West
Midands in particular.
A fUller report of the meeting will appear

in a forthcoming issue.
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