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phenylketonuria,'0 maple-syrup urine disease,'1 and experi-
mental hexachlorophane poisoning in animals.12 A recent
paper'3 also described an association between spongy brain
and congenital hypertrophic steatosis, with excessive gly-
cogen deposition in the brain, and fatty liver. Two rare
heredodegenerative diseases might be inherited co-
incidentally in one patient, but it is more likely that the
conditions are causally related. On the basis of their neuro-
pathological and chemical findings the authors suggest that
the neuropathological changes may be the result of ab-
normalities in the production and utilization of energy
rather than biosynthetic abnormalities or abnormalities of
myelin formation as such.

Whether or not metabolic derangements are a primary or
a secondary feature in other forms of spongiform encephalo-
pathy is conjectural, but their possible role in those diseases
presumed to be caused by transmissible agents should not
be overlooked.
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The Artist's Eye
From the psychological faculties of the universities, mainly
in the New World, comes an increasing flow of analyses
that seek to relate an artist's paintings to the form and
function of his eye, to his handedness, age, or sex, or to
some of the many calibratable factors of his psyche. Their
reports give penetrating snatches of information, but the
real issue remains elusive. Do the peculiarities of an artist's
sensory perceptions come out in his art?
On the disorders of the eye, as the arbiter of the visual

image, an engaging miscellany of theories have been
founded, recently analysed in a comprehensive book by
P. D. Trevor-Roper.' Myopia and presbyopia almost cer-
tainly have a limited influence on the artist's rendering.
Even astigmatism, which affects the artist's choice of
meridian, probably does so, though not by causing an elonga-
tion, as has been suggested for El Greco's pictures. Cataract
probably has a marginal effect, and occasionally vitreous
opacities, squints, and so on may have done so. But the in-
fluence of colour-blindness is at least fairly established owing
to the many investigations of R. W. Pickford2 and others.

Red-green colour-blindness affects every twelfth male, yet
it remained unrecognized until 1798, when the chemist

Dalton diagnosed it in himself. Our interest in the art of
such colour-defectives stems from the work of the great eye-
surgeon R. Liebreich, who came to London to found the eye
department of St. Thomas's Hospital and then abandoned
England and ophthalmology in order to paint. In 1871 he
described the "sign of Liebreich" as the stigma of the red-
green colour-blind painter (the rendering of reddish objects
as green when in shadow),3 and he stimulated Professor A.
Angelucci to organize, in 1908, an exhibition by colour-
defective artists in Naples, which he believed would confirm
this diagnostic sign.
A recent analysis4 of colour matching by colour-blind art

students has now shown that male first-year students matched
a yellow with a mixture of green and red containing slightly
more green than did people of normal vision. In other words,
in their well-lit studios (or laboratories) yellow looked
greener. He also found that older women matching tur-
quoise with green and blue required more green in the
match than younger women, suggesting that blues look
slightly greener in old-age, perhaps because of the natural
increase in the yellow pigment of the macula lutea. A further
interesting point he noted was that the frequency of colour-
defectives among art students was the same as in the control
group (as had been noted by other investigators), since these
art students seemed blithely indifferent to (or unaware of)
their defect. Only when they face the pressure of the com-
petitive world outside the art school do they retreat from
the colours that they are evidently confusing, and drift into
sculpture or else to engraving.

But in these ill-charted border provinces there is no dearth
of unanswered questions. Every investigator who studies the
responses of his accommodating students to different colours,
patterns, complexities, and so on, measuring their replies
with every available psychological yardstick, may add to
our general knowledge, but he usually raises more questions
than he can ever hope to solve. Perhaps this is just as well.
If we knew exactly what it was that made certain shapes or
sounds seem beautiful, and fed the data into a computer,
which could then dictate the size of our Arts Council grants
or the style of our matron's uniform, we should all be the
losers.
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Inverness Meeting
The first of the B.M.A.'s Annual Postgraduate Meetings is
to be held at Inverness on 29-30 September. Its programme
appears in the Supplement this week, from which it may be
seen that the emphasis will appropriately be on matters of
daily clinical importance to practising doctors. Sir Derrick
Dunlop will give the opening address on the use and abuse
of medicines, and experts in a variety of subjects will be
speaking during the two days of the meeting. Details of
travel and accommodation are given with the programme,
and a warm welcome awaits members visiting Inverneis.
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