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Paton predicts, they disappear from hos-
pital practice.

I agree with Dr. Paton that pathologists
should not be on pedestals. The clinicians in
some hospitals might help them down by
more frequent consultations and not least by
seeing that adequate clinical information is
given on pathology request forms as well as
a signature.-I am, etc.,

D. H. WRIGHT
Department of Morbid Anatomy and
Experimental Pathology,
University of Southampton,

SIR,-I think it is a little early in "L. .Astory
of medicine for Dr. A. Paton (29 July, p.
287) to jettison the morbid anatomist. At a
time when molecular biology daily gains in
stature I would rather suggest the incorpora-
tion of this new branch of biology into the
realm of histology. The intimate investiga-
tion of the diseased organ is our best chance
of enlarging our knowledge of patho-
histology and pathophysiology, and the
question to which degree a pathologist may
or may not be infallible seems to me utterly
irrelevant. For those of our descendants who
will hold the relevant chairs in the year
2-3000 I would rather propose the name of
"molecular pathologist," hoping, of course,
that they will be able to live up to this
exalted title.-I am, etc.,

E. ELKAN
Pinner, Middlesex

School Refusal

SIR,-Mrs. Diana J. Leigh, a senior social
worker from Northumberland, comments
(22 July, p. 236) on Dr. Lionel Hersov's
article (8 July, p. 102) by saying that he
makes no reference to the role of the social
services departments in dealing with children
who do not get themselves to school.
Though our child guidance clinics have

long waiting lists it is our practice in Berk-
shire to regard school refusal as an emer-
gency situation to which utmost priority is
given. Referral is made by family doctors,
education welfare officers, principal school
medical officers, etc., when they have been
unable to resolve the problem unaided within
a few days. If such urgent psychiatric in-
volvement is not forthcoming a school phobic
problem may develop through the habit of
non-attendance into various persistent
varieties of phobic anxiety state in which
dependency needs remain persistently un-
resolved, even into adult life. It was this
aspect of school phobia which Dr. Hersov
dealt with so well in his excellent and expert
paper.
Though we therefore agree that certain

non-school attenders, including truants, may
suffer from soc;al problems, nevertheless the
true "school phobe" is an emotionally dis-
turbed child whose situation requires the
expertise of the whole child guidance team
in order to help him and his family resolve
the intricacies of unusual psychological
dynamics.-We are, etc.,

NINA MORTON-GORE
WALTER C. KING

PHYmLIs TRAFFORD
Child Guidance Clinic.
Reading

E.N.T. Advances

SIR,-May I briefly comment on Mr. John
Ballantyne's criticism in his book review
(22 July, p. 243) of the omission of any
reference to electrocochleography in what
was actually a joint chapter by Dr. H. A.
Beagley and myself? Electrical registration of
the cochlear nerve action potentials is prac-
tically limited to the study of basal cochlear
turn function. As such it is not a procedure
to be used to establish a curve of the thres-
hold of hearing as a function of frequency-
that is, as in the conventional audiogram.
Consequently, when Beagley and IF first re-
ported the use of this technique in this
country we concluded the procedure could
become extremely valuable as a test of hear-
ing in very young infants. We therefore
avoided reference to this technique in our
joint chapter, and it is precisely for this
and other omissions of not yet established
clinical procedures that other reviewers have
commented favourably upon the book.-I
am, etc.,

R. HINCHCLIFFE
Institute of Laryngology and Otology,
Gray's Inn Road,
London W.C.1
1 Beagley, H. A., and Hinchcliffe, R., Sound, 1971,

5, 52.

Incriminating Cremation Ashes

SIR,-In a leading article (8 July, p. 70) you
allude to the medicolegal and possibly
unique aspects of the case of Graham
Frederick Young, convicted of murder by
poisoning two of his work-mates. The
macabre details had plenty of publicity at
the time of the trial in the lay press but a
possibly unique forensic aspect seems to have
escaped mention so far even in the medical
press.
The body of one of the victims had been

cremated. As it happened, this was the only
cremation on a particular day and with the
consent of relatives permission was given to
the police forensic laboratory to show that a
quantity of the heavy metal thallium was
present in the ashes, even though some would
have been driven off by the high tempera-
ture. It is believed that the use of cremation
ashes as incriminating evidence in this case
was exceptional and set a record for forensic
history, which it is to be hoped will not
be broken.-I am, etc.,

B. H. BURNE
Crematorium Office,
Chilterns Crematorium,
Amersham, Bucks

Outpatient Anaesthesia

SnI,-I should like to report an unusual
hazard in outpatient anaesthesia.
A co-operative boy aged 12 who was

being anaesthetized in the dental chair for
orthodontic extractions vomited 250 ml of
clear fluid during the induction.
On recovery when questioned whether he

had had anything to drink he replied, "No,
but I have been swimming in the sea this
morning."

In future I intend to ban sea-bathing as
well as food and fluids before such pro-
ceedings.-I am, etc.,

E. F. BROOKS
Highcliffe, Hants

Small Hospitals and Cogwheel
SiR,-Lest the paeans of praise for Cogwheel'
appear, by default, to give the impression of
unanimity, permit me to record an opposing
opinion. I believe that I am by no means
alone in contending that, as one could fore-
see two or three years ago, Cogwheel has
spelled disaster for certain sections of the
hospital communities. Specifically I refer to
the small and usually specialized hospitals
within a complex. These, together with their
primary component members (obstetricians,
gynaecologists, paediatricians, and so forth),
are losing out every time to the big guns
of the large general service hospitals which
dominate the groups. The smaller hospitals,
fragmented as a group and relatively impo-
tent, manage somehow to be shuffled to the
end of the queue in consideration of all such
general matters as investment in staff, ser-
vices, and equipment, and when overall
polcy decisions are beina made.
There is nothing strange in this-one

could see it coming before the system was
introduced-it represents merely indulged
human frailty. Members of the cliques which
-openly or behind the scenes-ran the large
hospitals before Cogwheel have now had
their empires extended, but of course,
irrespective of a facade of neutrality, their
loyalties remain where they were. Naturally
the reports back to the Secretary of State,
and to organs such as the B.M.A. and the
B.M.7. wil be of general satisfaction with
Cogwheel. The majority of consultants spend
most of their working lives within the large
service hospitals. Because of this things will
get worse and not better-the day Cogwheel
was implemented it was too late to reverse
the trend. I would, however, urge those
brave and farsighted few from the
smaller unit hospitals who have withstood
the onslaughts of the Secretary of State and
his chief lieutenants to continue their
struggle. In such hospitals the members
work together on the same problems, often
with the same patients, sharing identical
facilities-and each should receive as a unit
a fair proportion of the resources of the
group. without being subjected to the whims,
vagaries, and ambitions of their fraternal
general hospitals.-I am, etc.,

J. SELWYN CRAWFORD
Birmingham Maternity Hospital,
Birmingham

1 Second Report of the Yoint Working Party on the
Organization of Medical Work in Hospitals.
London, H.M.S.O., 1972.

Points from Letters
Meeting on BruceLla Infection in Man

Dr. G. M. BARRETT (Royal Lancaster Infirmary,
Lancaster) writes: Drs. R. J. Henderson and
D. M. Hill (15 July, o. 154) draw attention to
one aspect of a problem becoming all too
familiar to clinicians interested in this disease.
Some weeks ago I was asked to oreanize a
a discussion day devoted to the subject, and
provisional arrangements have been made for a
meeting in Lancaster in early October. Mpv I
invite all those interested to contact me so that
the date may be finalized and accommodation
reserved.
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