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and the Government get together to seek practical and
mutually acceptable answers. The current discussions be-
tween the B.M.A. and the British Association of Social Wor-
kers provide a useful starting point in this search.
On the final morning the representatives heard that the

package deal on N.H.S. Superannuation11 had been agreed,
with some of the general practitioners' special problems de-
tached from the package for further discussion. The Repre-
sentative Body, however, gave more than a passing glance at
some topical national problems. Family planning, sex educa-
tion, and the environment were discussed in the public health
debate, and the doctor's dilemma over interrogation proce-
dures in the section on ethics. On Thursday Sir Ronald Tun-
bridge, in his final appearance as Chairman of the Board of
Science, spoke of its extensive activities. He also had to
handle such highly charged subjects as population control,
abortions for women from abroad, the sponsoring of sport by
tobacco firms-this was deplored-and a proposal from
Leicester for local professional self-audit, which attracted
sufficient support for a vote count to be needed: it was de-
feated. All these varied discussions show that the Represen-
tative Body is looking ahead at problems well outside any
blinkered professional self-interest. This is a good omen for
the B.M.A., for doctors, and, indeed, for their patients.
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Soft Contact Lenses
For many years technical studies have been made of mat-
erials for use in contact lenses, and the latest development
is the use of soft materials.1-3 Recently a symposium was
held at the Royal College of Surgeons of England by the In-
stitute of Ophthalmology to discuss the properties and uses
of the soft lens.
Most people who wear contact lenses do so for cosmetic

reasons but a few use them in the treatment of eye disease.
The clinical use of soft lenses has been investigated,4 5
notably as dispensers of drugs,6 7 but they are also a boon
to patients unable to wear conventional hard lenses. More-
over, they offer the possibility of being constantly worn by
certain groups of patients, such as infants after cataract
surgery.
Hard contact lenses can injure the epithelium of the

cornea,8 though usually the effects are reversible and of no
great significance. The relative permeability of materials
both hard and soft to gases has beer. investigated,9 10 for
both oxygen starvation and trauma in varying proportions
may cause lesions to the epithelium of the cornea. It appears
that the soft lens causes less injury than the hard,11 but

because it moulds to the eye the flow of tears behind it may
be reduced or absent. This can lead to problems, especially
if the soft lens has poor permeability to gas and water. There
may be epithelial oedemaI2 and in some cases of eye disease
neovascularization. Fitted correctly, however, the soft lens
rarely causes epithelial oedema and can be tolerated for
longer periods than the hard lens. The disadvantages of
the soft hydrophilic lens are that it may not remain in first-
rate condition for more than a year, that it requires parti-
cularly careful handling, and that water is essential to main-
tain its form and softness. Good acuity is not possible in all
patients.

Standards for the materials and methods to verify the forms
of the lenses are needed but will take some years to form-
ulate. All lenses supplied by the manufacturer in a wet state
should be in a sealed container and be sterile. Frequent con-
trol of this procedure is needed, or infection can be a prob-
lem. Sterilization may be carried out by boiling,'3
pasteurization,I4 or by soaking in germicidal solutions non-
toxic to the eye.

1 Wichterle, O., and Lim D., Nature, 1960, 185, 117.
2 Isen, A. A., Cahiers d'lptique de Contact, 1970, 23, 14.
3 Breger, J. L., Optician, 6 August 1971, p. 12.
4 Kaufman, H. E., Uotila, M. H., Gasset, A. R., Wood, T. O., and

Ellison, E. D., Transactions of the American Academy of Ophthal-
mology and Otolaryngology, 1971, 75, 361.

5 Ruben, M., Transactions of the Ophthalmological Society of the
United Kingdom, 1971, 91, 59.

6 Uotila, M., and Kaufman, H. E., Cahiers d'Optique de Contact, 1970,
No. 23, 10.

7 Galin, M. A., paper read at Ophthalmologists' Symposium, Royal
College of Surgeons. London, 18 May 1972.

8 Ruben, M., Transactions of the Ophthalmological Society of the
United Kingdom, 1967, 87, 27.

9 Fatt, I., and St. Helen, R., American Yournal of Optometry, 1971,
48, (7), 545.

10 Morrison, D. R., and Edelhauser, H. F., Investigative Ophthal-
mology, 1972, 11, 58.

11 Kejci, L., paper read at Second Scientific Meeting, European Contact
Lens Society of Ophthalmologists, Budapest, 15 April 1972.

12 Uniacke, C. A., Yournal of the Amercian Optometric Association,
1971, 42, 1274.

13 Knoll, H. A., American Yournal of Optometry, 1971, 48, 840.
14 Dalos, J., and Hughes, W. H., British Yournal of Ophthalmology,

1972, 56, No. 2, 114.

Solly Wand
This year, at Southampton, for the last time Dr. Solomon
Wand presented his report as Treasurer to the Annual
Representative Meeting. Before he could rise to do so, the
Representative Body itself rose to honour him. A member of
the B.M.A. Council for 37 years, Chairman successively of
the Representative Body and the Council, Treasurer for the
last decade, and gold medallist, Dr. Wand has rendered the
Association unsurpassed service. He was one of the profess-
ion's negotiators at the introduction of the N.H.S., the archi-
tect of the Danckwert's award, and the Association's leader
in evidence to the Royal Commission from which resulted
the Review Body. His service and achievements speak for
themselves. We join Solly Wand's many friends in saluting
a courageous gnd tenacious fighter, devoid of rancour, who
has always put his profession before himself.
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